colts . 5. Al 
ARIA claims it from that ſable bier, 
here cold and wan the ſlumberer reſts her head; 
n {till ſmall whiſpers to reflection's ear, 

She breathes the ſolemn dictates of the dead. 
D catch the awful notes, and lift them loud ; 
Proclaim the theme, by Sage, by Fool rever'd ; 
ear it, ye Young, ye Vain, ye Great, ye Proud! 
*Tis Nature ſpeaks, and Nature will be heard. 
Yes, ye ſhall hear, and tremble as ye hear, 

While, high with health, your hearts exulting leap : 
en in the midſt of pleaſure's mad career, 

The mental Monitor ſhall wake and weep. 
or ſay, than * * ©s propitious ſtar, 

What brighter planet on your births aroſe ; 
Dr gave of fortune's gifts an ampler ſhare, 

In life to laviſh, or by death to loſe! 
arly to loſe ; while, borne on buſy wing, 
Ye ſip the nectar of each varying bloom: 
or fear, while baſking in the beams of ſpring, 
The wintry ſtorm that ſweeps you to the tomb. 
Think of her Fate] revere the heav'nly hand 
That led her hence, though ſoon, by fteps ſo ſlow ; 
ong at her couch death took his patient ſtand, 
And menac'd oft', and oft” withheld the blow: 
To give reflection time, with lenient art, 
Each fond deluſion from her ſoul to ſteal ; 
each her from Folly peaceably to part, 
And wean her from a world ſhe lov'd fo well. 
Say, are ye ſure his Mercy ſhall extend 

To you ſo long a ſpan? Alas, ye ſigh ! 
Make then, while yet ye may, your God your Friend, 
And learn with equal eaſe to ſleep or die 


| 
| 
| 
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late of Queen's 5 College, © Oxford. K 


— _ — 
NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE: 
Printed by JohN Googpinc, on ihe Side, 1748. 


Her Grace the Dutcheſs 


OF 
RicHMoND and LENOx. 


Madam, 


O fly to the Bx Au- 
T 'TIFUL, the Goop, 
and the GRE AT, as to 
GUARDIAN-ANGELS, for 
Protection, has been the 
Practice of humble Adven- 
turers for Fame in all Ages; 
: a but 


\ 
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but which of theſe Virtues 
out ſhines the other in your 
GRACE, requires a nicer 
Judgment than mine to de- 
termine. I can only di- 
{tinguiſh, that they give a 
kind of Glory and Luſtre 
to each other : I can only 
ſay, they are ſo eminently 
c2n{picuous together, as to 
make your GR Act's Perſon 
ſeem to the wondering Eye | 
like a Paradiſe, and your 
Soul a Cherubim within 
to guard it. I can only 

diſ- 


DEDICATION. iit 


diſcover to the World a 


Part of your GRAOCE's Ex- 
cellencies, and that too ac- 


cording to the Meaſure of 
my own Weaknefs. Like 
thoſe who have furvey'd 
ſome Celeſtial Luminary 
or Conſtellation, I can on- 
ly tell of a new and ſhining 
World above me, but not 
all the Riches and Glories 
of the Place. 
as: 
THERE are ſome of 
your Gr Act's Virtues, of 
a 


* 
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a publick Nature, ſuch as 
Candour, Benevolence, and 
Generoſity, which diſplay 
themſelves in ſuch an ami- 
able Variety of Lights, that 
not to perceive them, or to 
deny them to be Your's, 
would be as ungrateful as 
not to perceive, or to deny 
the Sun's Exiſtence, at the 
ſame Time that we feel its 
beneficial and extenſive In- 
fluence. The noble Man- 
ner in which your GRACE 
ſeems to enjoy Riches, 
would 
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would almoſt tempt one to 
think, that FORT UNE, if 
I may ſo ſpeak, had con- 
ſulted Rx As oN when ſhe 
beſtow'd them on VO, 
fince the World has more 
Cauſe to wiſh you the Ad- 
dition, than envy you the 
Abundance. 


— For Merit hence is heard 

Amidſt its Bluſbes; dawning Aris 

ariſe; 

The gloomy Clouds, which Janorance 9 
or Fear 

Spread o er the Paths of Vi 2 rtue, are 
diſpelld; | 
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Servility retires, and evry Heart 
With publick Cares is warm d. 


Your Grace's Encou- 
ragement of Learning is 
the more extraotdinary at 
a Time when many think 
they but too well recom: 
pence an Author, if they 
honour him with a barren 
Praiſe.---I have the publick 
Voice to atteſt what I have 
now advanced concerning 
your GRACE, and there- 
fore, I hope, I ſhall not be 
| ſuſpected of uttering thoſe 

bbli 
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obliging Falſhoods, which 
many of our Moderns can 
do without bluſhing. 


And here, MA DAM, I 
am proud that I cannot 
flatter, if I ſay Your pri- 
vate Virtues have deſerv'd 
to be ſet as an Example toa 
leſs· degenerate, leſs-taint- 
ed Age. They approach 
ſo near to Singularity in 
ours, that I can hardly 
make a Panegyrick to your 
|| Grace, without a Satyr 
on 


—y—y 
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on many others: And 
therefore this is a Theme 
that I muſt caſt in Shades, 
and leave your GRACE to 
the Teſtimony and Satiſ⸗ 
faction of your own Mind, 
which, tho' a filent Enco- 
mium, is {till the beſt. 
This epiſtolary Addreſs 
keeps its Diſtance, and 
goes no farther than my 
Heart. There it is I feel, 
all the Tranſport and Joy 
imaginable, when I ſee 
Virtue encourag d, and 

Learn- 
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Learning patronis d and re- 
warded by your GRAGE's 
noble Family. ---- That it 
may long enjoy the full 
Vintage of its flowing Ho- 
nours, is the ſincere and 
earneſt Wiſh of, 


Madam, 
Tour Grace's 
Moſt obedient, 
Moſt humble, and 
Moſt devoted Servant, 


Joun Wal ris. 
% a 
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Written by a FRIEND. 


HE Author of theſe Vo- 
lames 1s too well convinc'd 


of his own Weakneſs, to be 

pleas'd with any thing he has writ- 
ten; and he has ſo little of the 
Self Opinion of a Writer in him, 
that he has impos d the Task upon 
another to ſay ſomething concern- 
ing 


een 


ing his Work. After a Review of 
ſo conſiderable a Body of Men as 
the Clergy, he has modeſtly at- 
tempted to ſhew, why the Number 


of good Orators among them is ſo 


inconſiderable; why ſo few, ſo very 
few, of thoſe who are bred to the 
Church, become Maſters of the 


Force and Charms of Eloquence. 


THo' he may not have pointed 
out all the ſeveral Reaſons that 
might be aſſign d for it, yet in Obe- 
dience to a young Gentleman's Com- 
mands, who deſign'd to go into 


Ho LY ORDERs, he has very 


freely let him into his Sentiments 
about / every Particular relating to 
this 


P. B F ACH 
this Subject. And he enter d the 
more boldly upon the Enquiry, 
from this Conſideration, that no 
Embelliſhment of Stile could be 
expected from him in a Letter. 
Epiſtolary Writing muſt reſemble 
a natural Converſation, tho it may 
be a little better than what the 
Generality of People are ſuppos d 
to ſpeak Extempore, as a PIœ RE 


may be like, tho handſomer than 
the Original. 


Ln a Diſquiſition of ſo much Im- 
ortance, he thought it no ill Me- 
thod to exhibit the moſt material 
\ccompliſhments requir'd in a Di- 
INE, and the Blemiſhes he ought 
care- 
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carefully to beware of, and to ſet in 
the moſt conſpicuous Point of View 


obvious Examples for Illuſtration- 


fake. He has endeayourd to pro- 
duce ſuch Inſtances of Offenders, 
both in Eloquence and Morals, as 
may convince any impartial Perſon, 
that, by proper Means, Coxcomb 
after Coxcomb may be gently led 
oft the ſacred Stage, and perſuaded 
to part with every glaring Particu- 


larity which drew them into the 


Miniſtry or the Pulpit to be laugh 


at. Some Men have a ſtrange In. 


clination to branch out into Ex: 
tremes, and will be dilating them: 
ſelves into the Ridiculous, unleſs 


ſome beneyolent Hand takes the 


Trouble 
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in Trouble to prune their Luxurian- 
ces, to pare away the Redundancies 
of Fancy, till they are left in the 
becoming Simplicity of Action and 
Delivery. 


n, Had ſome of our modern Preach- 
nb ers but the leaſt Spark of Emula- 
ed tion in them, they would bluſh to 


find the little Progreſs they have 
made 1n the Study of Eloquence, at 
an Age in which many others have 
ſucceeded ſo well, as to be able to 
give Sweetneſs to the Eye, Charm 
to the Tongue, and Grace to Mo- 
tion, and to point their Arguments 
with all the Life and Spirit, with 
all the Edge and Flame, that Wit, 


i ERME FA. CE 
or Judgment, 'or Example, could 
give them. 


T Is ſtrange, indeed, to ſee how 
differently the VAN ITX of Preach- 
ers runs. Tis the Boaſt of many a 
one, of but a raw Fancy, and un- 
taught unpractis d Ear, which has if 
not had an Opportunity to form 
itlelt, and become truly muſical, 
that by his Genius alone, and a na- 
tural Rapidity of Stile and Thought, 
and an elaborate Freedom and Faci - 
lity of Action, he is able to carry 
all the Affections of his Hearers be- 
fore him: Others again, with a 
wonderous affected Air, liſp in the 
Pulpit as in their Cradles; and their 

pretty 


PF Ae vw 
pretty ſtammering Tongues, which 
nothing beſides their Ignorance can 
excuſe, ſpeak continually in wretch- 
ed Pun and Quibble: And even a 
later Race, ſcarce free of this In- 
firmity, and aiming at a falſe Su- 
blime, with crowded Simile and 
mix'd Metaphor, become rather ri- 
diculous in endeayouring to diſco- 
ver the Pains they have taken to 
be oratorical. 


THE Way of Form and Method 
in many of the Sermons we hear 
preach'd, has ſo little Force towards 
the winning our Attention, that 
tis apter to tire us, than the Metre 
of the old Ballad of The Children an 

C the 
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the Wood, We no ſooner hear the 
Text given out, the Subject diyided 
and ſubdivided, (with jr of the 
/er/t, and fo forth, as Order requires) 
than inſtantly we begin a Strife with 
Nature, which otherwiſe might 
ſurprize us in the ſoft Fetters of 
Sleep; to the great Diſgrace of the 
Preacher, and Scandal of the Au- 
dience. | 


THE Manner of dividing a Diſ- 
courſe into plain FiRs Ts and S E- 
coNDs only, is of late grown ſo 
much out of Faſhion, I think, that 


tis the unpoliſh'd Country-Orator 
alone almoſt, who preſents his Au- 


dience with a DIVISIBLE Dis: 
| ' COURSE 
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cou RSE. The well bred Court: 
Divine exhorts in POLITE Essar, 
and is aſham'd to bring his fimple 
Twos and THRE Es concerning 
HELI-TORMENTs before a fa- 
ſhionable Aſſembly. 


THE Truth of all this may eafily 
be apprehended by thoſe who know 
any thing of the preſent State of 
Pulpit-Eloquence, or are in the 
leaſt fitted to judge of the Manner 
of the common Preachers of the 
Times. ot: 


WHoEtYER has been an Obſer- 
ver of Action and Grace in Preach- 
ing, muſt of Neceſſity have diſco- 

| yer'd 
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yer d the great Difference in this 
Reſpect, between ſuch Perſons as 
have had the Aſſiſtance of Nature 
and a ſimple rude Education only, 
and ſuch as haye had the Adyantage 
of forming themſelves under the 
belt Maſters at OxFoRD or CaM- 


BRIDGE. There are ſome Men, 


indeed, ſo happily form'd by Na- 

ture herſelf, that with the greateſt 
Simplicity or Rudeneſs of Educa- 
tion, they have ſtill ſomething of a 
natural Grace and Comelineſs in 
their Action and Delivery: And 
there are others of a better Educa- 
tion, who by a wrong Aim, and in- 
judicious Affectation of Grace, are of 
all People the fartheſt remov d 


from 
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from it. Tis undeniable, however, 
that the Perfection of Grace in 
preaching can be found only among 
the People of a liberal Education. 
And even among the graceful of 
this kind, thoſe ſtill are found the 
gracefulleſt, who early in their 


Youth have learn'd their Exerciſes 
under the beſt and ableſt Maſters, 
ſuch as a $FoTHERGIL L or 3 
|[RUTHERFOR'TH. 


'T1s remark'd, that by the Help 
of Imitation, and the Force of 
Example merely, ſuch a Comeli- 
| neſs. 
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An eminent Tutor at QuxEx's College, Oxox. 


nA Tutor at St Jonx's College, CauBRIDOx. 
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all People the fartheſt remoy'd 


x' PN Bb © & GE 


yer'd the great Difference in this. 


Reſpect, between ſuch Perſons as 


have had the Aſſiſtance of Nature 
and a ſimple rude Education only, 


and ſuch as have had the Advantage 


of forming themſelves under the 
beſt Maſters at Ox FORD or CaM- 
BRIDGE. There are ſome Men, 
indeed, ſo happily form'd by Na- 
ture herſelf, that with the greateſt 
Simplicity or Rudeneſs of Educa- 
tion, they have ſtill ſomething of a 
natural Grace and Comelineſs in 
their Action and Delivery: And 
there are others of a better Educa. 
tion, who by a wrong Aim, and in- 
judicious Affectation of Grace, are of 


from 


3 
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from it. Tis undeniable, however, 
that the Perfection of Grace in 
Preaching can be found only among 
the People of a liberal Education. 
And even among the graceful of 
this kind, thoſe {till are found the 
gracefulleſt, who early in their 


Youth have learn'd their Exerciſes 
under the beſt and ableſt Maſters, 
ſuch as a $FoOTHERGILL or a 
RUTHERFORT H. 


TISs remark d, that by the Help 
of Imitation, and the Force of 
Example merely, ſuch a Comeli- 
| neſs. 
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$ An eminent Tutor at QuxEx's College, Oxon. 


n A Tutor at St Jonx's College, CauBRIDOx. 
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cls of Language and Delivery i 18 
acquir d, with ſuch apt Motions and 
Freedom of Action, as on all ordinary 
Occafions may enable a Man to de- 
mean himſelf prettily enough in 
the Pulpit: But when, upon farther 
Occaſion, Trial is made in an extra- 
ordinary Way; when Sermons of 
the genteeler kind are to be preach: 
ed, twill eaſily appear who of the 
Preachers have been form'd by the 
moſt excellent Rudiments and Ma- 
ſters; and who, on the other Side, 
have wanted the Opportunity and 
Means of forming themſelves after 
the better Models. Methinks, I 


can diſtinguiſſi the Man of liberal 


Education, and pregnant Genius, 


by the fine Drapery, and beautiful 
Colouring of his Stile, which al- 
ways has a certain Fullneſs without 
Groſſneſs, is gentle, yet lively and 
ſtrong, and ſuch that its Excellency 
lies in its equally partaking a mo- 
de rate Share of both kinds: I ob- 
ſerve tis attended with a Colouring 


which appears handſome, not from 


of Health. 


la- | 
e, IA ſenſible that other Topicks, 
nd than what my Friend's Letters are 


upon, would have been more to the 
Liking of ſome People. For Hu- 
man Nature is ſo form'd, that he 
who 


the Daubing of Paint, but the F ih 
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who flatters Men for his own In. 


tereft, pleaſes more, than he who 
has no View but Publick Benefit. 
And ſome Men there are of ſo con- 


fus'd a Thought, and ſo irregularly 
form'd within themſelves, that 'tis 
no more than natural tor them to 
be difpleas'd, and to find Fault with 
the beſt-natur'd and moft benevo- 


tent Performances ; but about ſuch 
our Author need not be under the 


leaſt Concern, as to what their Sen- 
timents of him may be, ſo long as 
he has the Countenance- and En- 
couragement of the molt worthy of 


his Profeſſion. —A Man that ſhould 


purſue Learning even with the dit 
in- 


e 
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intereſted Spirit of a * TERIBAZUS, 
would need more than all. the Abi- 
lities 


* th. 4 
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« AM the Van of PERSIA was a Louth, 
« Nam'd TzrIBAZvus, not for golden Stores, 
Not for wide Paſtures travers'd o'er with Herds, 
« With bleating Thouſands, or with bounding 
Steeds, 
« Nor yet for Pow r, nor ſplendid Honour fam'd. 
« Rich was his Mind in ev*ry Art divine, 
« And through the Paths of Science had he walk*d 
« The Votary of Wiſdom. In the Years, 4 
When tender Down inveſts the ruddy Cheek; x 
« He with the Mat turn'd the hallow'd Page 
« Of ZoRoASTRES ; then his tow ring Soul 
« High'on the Plumes of Contemplation ſoar d, 
« And from the lofty BABYLON 1an Fane 
„With learn'd CHALDE Axs trac'd the myſtick = 
Sphere; Feile, K ren e 
in- < There number'd o'er the vivid Fires, that gleam - F 
d Upon 
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lit ies of that noble PRRSIAN to con- 
Made the worthleſs Part of the 
World 


| ; 
| « Upon the duſky Boſom of the Night. 
<« Nor on the Sands of Gaxoxs were unheard” 
| The InvD1an Sages, from ſequeſter'd Bow'rs 
[ 4 While, as Attention wonder'd, they diſclos' d 
þ « The Pow'rs of Nature; whether in the Woods, 
; 6 « The fruitful Glebe, or Flow'r, or healing Plan, 
1 « The limpid Waters, or the ambient Ar, 
1 « Or in the purer Element of Fire. 
5 « The fertile Plains, where ps... 
= reign'd, 
| | * e Eovyr next the Youth furvey's, 
0 From ELtPHanTIS, where impetuous NIIE 
. « Precipitates his Waters, to the Sc, 
N «© Which far below receives the fev*nfold Stream. 
4 Thence o'er th* Ionics 9 he not 
; pad * „7 
f « Mil Erus by, which once cenreptur-d heard 
K «© The Tongue of nn nor PRIENME'Ss Walls 
; ws +. « Where 


22 —_ "x 
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World of his Diſcretion, unleſs he 
had made ſome Improvement in 


the Pleaſures of the Palate, in 
Wealth and Luxury, 


IT will evidently appear, that 
from the Beginning of this epiſto- 
latory Work he has yary'd his Stile 
according to the Nature of the Sub- 

| je | 


—— a. 44 ka 


« Where Wiſdom dwelt with Bras, nor the Seat 

« Of PiTTACUs along the LESBTAN Shore. 

« Here two melodious Numbers charm' d his Far, 

« Which flow d from OxrRHxus and Mos aus old, 

« And thee, O Father of immortal Verſe, 

" Mons! whoſe Strains through ev'ry IO. 

Time with his own eternal Lip ſhall 7 —— 
« Back to his native Susa then he turn d 

60 His wand' ring Steps. 1 LIL L405 

6 Vide Mr Govzs's LzonDas, L 5. 


Mind, whoſe Improvement, Plea- 


in View. 


tice among Authors, to feign a Cor- 
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ject he is upon, and has taken the 
Liberty now and then to depart a 
little from the Courſe of it, that he 
might introduce a greater Variety 


of Sentiments, indulge his Corre- 
ſpondent with agreeable Digreſſions, 
to entertain and relieve his Juvenile 


ſure, and Inſtruction, he had ſolely 


WHATEVER ſome Men may 
think, the Letters are real, and not 
preciſe and formal Treatiſes, de- 
ſign d for the Preſs; tho' tis be- 
come indeed ſo common a Prac- 


men and. give the Title of 
Pri- 
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private Letters, to Pieces addreſs d 
to the Publick, that I ſhould 
not at all wonder, if ſome People 
look d upon theſe Epiſtles merely 
as fictitious; like thoſe of SE NRHA 
to his Friend Luci LIT us, or thoſe 
of ancient Sophiſts, Grammarians, 
or Rhetoricians. 


Ir will be expected, perhaps, that 
I ſhould ſay ſomething with re- 
card to the Po E M of THE RorarL 
PENITENT, and The ExHORTA- 
TION: The Deſign of theſe i is to 
ſhew the Advantage that SACRED 
has over PROPHANE PoETRY. 
The Treaſures of it are almoſt in- 
finite; and it fares with thoſe that 
ſtudy 
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ſtudy it, as with a Traveller, when 
he aſcends a riſing Ground: every 
new Step enlarges his Horizon, and 
preſents new Countries, new Plea- 
ſures to his Eye. Our Northern 
Iſland will in Time, I hope, burn 
with as many Altars to the SACRED 
Mus, as did formerly in Crykus, 
DzL PHos, or any of thoſe warmer 
GRECIAN Climates, to VENus and 
APOLLO. 
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I Au glad to hear of your Reſolu- 
tion to enter into the Service of 
Gopz you could not poſſibly 
J chuſe a better Maſter, provided 
you are dür i fuffciently qualified" to ſerve ſuch 
a Maſter well, and to acquit yourſelf with Honour 
n the Exerciſe of the mihiſterial Office,” All the 
Duties and Qualifications which are requili ite to the 
Paſtoral Charge, ſeem to me to be fummon'd up 
in theſes few ws of the Apoſtle St Pau L to 
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T1MoTHY z---- Study to ſhew thyſelf ap- 
<< prov-d-unto.GoD, a Wok KMA that needeth 
2 not be aſhamed, rightly dividing the Worn 
8 of TATA. — For by being approved unto 
8 0D, docs not probably ſignify more than the 
r him, fearing, loving, and bonouring him 


does; that is, by leading a religious and virtuous 
Life, according to the Rules oſ the Goſpel; thus 
Tir to be aprov d in CHRIST, and 
he is ſaid to be the dur. He, the good, the upright, 
or approv*'d Man; not he who commendeth himſelf, 
but whom the LORD S commendeth. - By. being 
a . orkman that needeth not be aſhamed, I take to 
be meant ſuch an one who is ſkilful in his 
Profeſſion, one that is qualify'd with compe- 
tent Learning and Skill for the Diſcharge of the 
Paſtoral Office; for a Miniſter 'that wants 7 
Qualifications bad need 10 be. aſhamed, becauls is 7 
a very great? Shame for any Workman whatſoever 
to. work or practiſe in that Profeſſion or Calling 
| which he does not underſtand ; for a Man cannot 
have 


y 1 . 
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have the Face ſo much as to excuſe his Ignorance 
in that Matter which he profeſſes to know. By 
riohtly dividing the mord of Truth, 1 underſtand 
the teaching ſound and orthodox Doctrine, the 


interpreting the Seri pture truly and genuinely, 
without heretical, falſe, erroneous, or whimſical 
Gloſſes, which St PAul does ſo often (caution 
againſt in many Places of his EyisTLEs. For 
dividing the Wok p ſignifies teaching or inter- 
preting it, being a Meraphor probably taken from 
the ] EW1SH Sections or Diviſions of the Law, one 
Diviſion of which was read and commented upon 
every Sabbath-Day 3 ſo that to divide the Wo nb, 
came to ſignify the interpreting, commenting, or 
preaching upon ſuch a Diviſion of it. © 


A coop Life then, according to the Arosrir, 
is a Duty which is particularly incumbent upon us 
of the Clergy ;----we muſt ſtudy to approve our- 
ſelves unto GOD. Colours artfully ſpread upon 
Canvas may entertain the Eye, but never affect 
the Heart; and he, who takes no Care to add to 
the natural Gtaces of his Eloquence any excellent : | 

| Qua- 
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Qualities, may be allow'd {till to amuſe, as a 
P1cTURE, but not to triumph over the Affec . 
tions of his Auditors. The Eloquence of a bad 
Man is ſo involy'd in Smoke, that it does not ap- 
pear in half its Beauty; but that of a good Man 
ſhews itſelf in ſuch a Variety of correſponding a- 
greeable Lights, that it ſhines, as it were, in an 
univerſal Blaze; his Sermons receive a Luſtre from 
his Life, and his Delivery, tho? not ſo graceful as 
that of a TIILorsox, has however the Power 
of charming. Without this irradiating Power, the 
proudeſt Divine ought to know, whatever he may 
think to the contrary, that his fineſt Sentiments, 
both. in his Pulpit-Harangyes, and in common 
Converſation, are uninform'd and dead, Tis the 
good, che u pright, the approved Man only can ; 
deliver his Diſcourſe or his Opinion with Dignity, | 
can rouſe a deſponding, or check an qutrageous/ | 
Sinner; can chaſtiſe the Enormities of the Age, 
or applaud Virtue, Innocence, and Integrity. For 
how can the. vicious Preacher be warm in exbort-. 
ing to Devation? How can he be vehement in re- 
claiming the Reprobate? How can he gracefully. 


Derne XF E 


recommend Piety and Virtue ? How can he be 
ſucceſsful in ſoothing the afflicted or deſponding 
Chriſtian? *Tis impoſſible that a Hearer ſhould 
ever be impreſs*d with Sorrow, with Hatred, with 
Deteſtation of Sin, with Dread of Puniſhment ; 
'tis impoſſible to move him to Penitence, to Tears, 
and Contrition, unleſs the Preacher ſhall appear 
poſſeſs'd of all theſe good Diſpoſitions which he 
aims to awaken in others, A wicked Clergyman 
is a ridiculous Character; there is never a Su par. 
he goes to Church, but his Congregation are Wit- 
neſſes of his Folly and Impudence; he never 
aſcends the RosTRu u, but he undergoes a ſevere 
Trial, and every Time he reads PRAYERS tis 
renew'd, For there is ſcarcely any one who hears 
him that has not a quicker, a more piercing Eye 
o the Defects of his Life, than the Beauties of his 
Delivery; ſo that of whatſoever Completion his 
Immoralities may be, they caſt a Cloud over all 
bis Excellencies. I muſt own, indeed, he that 
hath made but one falſe Step, or committed one 
lngle Error in Life, is not immediately pronounc'd 
a Stranger to Virtue and Goodneſs ; the good- 


na- 
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natured World always throws the Mantle of Cha- 
rity over it, becauſe tis impoſſible for frail Man 


to be free from all Fault. I have known it an 
Advantage to many that they have committed 
Miſtakes in their firſt ſetting out in the World, 
becauſe they have thus improv'd their Caution and 
Prudence; and the Remembrance of former Miſ- 
carriages, has put them upon repairing little Slips | 
with extraordinary Succeſs. To deſire, indeed, N 
to be free from all F ault, whilſt we are frail Men, N 
is an extravagant Pitch of Arrogance; and as often 
to ſtumble: againſt the ſame Stone, and not to : 
learn Caution, even when the Event chaſtiſes our 
Raſhneſs, is even far beneath the Character of a 
Man. 


As there is nothing ſo diſtaſteful to an Au- 
dience as a bad Clergyman, ſo there is nothing N 
they ſo much adore as a good one. They are ä 
ſtruck with the Beauty of I NWA RD CHARACTER | 
the Harmony and Numbers of the HE AR r, the 
Juſt Regulation of the ArrECTIOxNS, which form . 
the Manners of an OnaTon. © f 07 98 ö 
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1 s HALL therefore enter into a more particular 
Diſcuſſion of thoſe Virtues, or moral Qualifications, 
which the RoMAN Orator ſtiles the H AN p- 
airs of ELOQUENCE; and which we of this 
Profeſſion are under an indiſpenſible Obligation to 
practiſe, if we would approve ourſelves unto God, 


or our Hearers, as eloquent DIvIXx ES. 


Tu = firſt Virtue I ſhall mention, as more par- 
ticularly neceſſary for us to practiſe, is H u M- 
LITY. There is not, indeed, any Degree of 
Meanneſs in the Paſtoral Office which ſhould en- 
gage Clergymen to be more condeſcenſive than 
others; for they have rather Reaſon to value them- 
{clves upon the Dignity of it. But ſuch is the Na- 
ture of their Employ, that it being their Buſineſs 
to aſſiſt and inſtruct Perſons of all Ranks and Qua- 
lities, as well the Poo R as the R1 on, *tis im- 
poſſible, without a conſiderable Degree of Humi- 
lity and Condeſcenſion, that they ſhould, in any 
tolerable Meaſure, perform their Duty. We muſt 
with as much Sincerity and Application inſtruct 
the pooreſt Child in our Pariſh in the Principles of 


Re- 
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pureſt A ges were when ſhe inherited nothing but 
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Religion, as if we had in i Charge the Sdn of 
CsAR. We muſt with as great Readineſs viſit 
in their Sickneſs the poor Alrtiſman and Beggar in 
cheir ſqualid Cottage, as we do thoſe great Per- 


ſons that lie expiring in Pomp and Splendor. 


"Tis an intolerable Arrogance for us, upon a great 
Preferment, to put on à Mein of Grandeur and 
a ſupercilious Carriage, and to deſpiſe thoſe poorer 


Labourers in the Goſpel, who have met with ai 
teſs bountiful Reward. If any Clergyman were to | 
ſet a Value upon himſelf, it ſhould be upon the 


conſcientious. Diſcharge of his Office, for the 
ErDeR only that ruleth well is worthy of DOUBLE 
Honoun; for the Church muſt never value 
herſelf upon her Patrimony, becauſe her beſt and 


Perſecution ; and we find in Scripture an Abun- 


dance of Commendations and Bleffings upon good 
and faithful Paſtors, but ir is for feeding the 


 Snexze, and not for the WI OH of their 


FL ETC E. And it is as great a Fault in a Clergy- 
man to de proud of great Parts and Learning, 


not only becauſe theſe are the Gifts of Gov as well 
| as 
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as other Things, but becauſe theſe Qualifications, 
when accompanied with Pride, do very little good, 
nay, commonly a great deal of Miſchief in Go p's 
Church; for the learnedeſt Men, tho' good, are 
not always the moſt ſucceſsful Paſtors z; tho* PAu i. 
plants, and APOLLOS waters, yet it is God that 
gives the Increaſe z a painful and induſtrious, tho? 
leſs learned Miniſter, may gain more Souls to 
CHRIS than the moſt learned GAMALIE LS; 
for oftentimes poor ignorant Wretches, which 
tand unaffected by all the rational Strength of 
ſome great Doctors of the Law, are rous'd up to 
Repentance, and a Senſe of Religion, by the weak 
Performances of ſome of the meaneſt of the Sons 
of the Prophets. 


THERE is a pretty remarkable Story of a 
CounTey CLERGYMAN, which, as perhaps 
you have not heard, I ſhall here inſert, and for a 
Matter of Fact. This Gentleman had a Son who, 
being deficient in point of Learning, was refuſed 


MY Dt: acon's Onpex xs by a certain worthy PR E- 


LATE a few Years ago; it was ſuch a Grief to 
B him, 
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him, that he went perſonally to his Lordſhip, and 
begg'd hard that his Son might not return with 
ſuch a Slur to the Univerſity, and be diſcouraged 
from making better Uſe of his Time. My BE 
« Lox, ſaid the Clergyman, be pleas'd but to 
admit my Son to DEacon's ORDERS, and 
I will engage that he ſhall appear before your | 
* Lordſhip the next Time with a better Stock of 
Learning, and approve himſelf not unworthy of 
« your future Favour. When I was about his 
« Ape, I got into OR DE Rs, tho? but indifferently 
c“ furniſh'd with Learning; for I had been very 
<. remiſs in my Studies. A few Years after, be- 
ing promoted to a Living, I found my Pa- ; 
* riſhioners moſtly D1s s ENTERS, which, for a ; 
we while, made me a little difſatisfy*d. Now your N 
« Lordſhip may, perhaps, wonder how I did to 
„manage them, being not over-burthen'd, at ; 
* my firſt ſetting out, with Divinity. Why, my | 
R Loxp, I took this Method, which effectually 
< anſwer'd my Deſire. Whenever I had any Oc- 
„ caſion of ſpeaking with them, either at my | 
« own Houſe, or any other Place, my Carriage : 
« to- 
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« towards them was never diveſted of good Man- 
« ners, and I never made my Company diſtaſteful 


« to them on the Score of Opinion. I frequent- 
ly had them to ſpend an Evening with me, and 
« our Diſcourſe was chiefly confin'd to ſuch 
« Things as fall in Countrymens Way. By theſe 
« Means, and doing them all the good Turns in 
«* my Power, I had much of their Company; 
« and can now, with Comfort, ſay, that of all the 
„ DISSENTERS in my Pariſh that went to the 


«* MEETING, I have not one now that goes to it; 
they all come as duly to Church as the reſt of 


« my People. -This, my LorD, was my Caſe, 
and I leave it to your Lordſhip's Candour and 
Conſideration. The good Biſhop, I have been 
told, was ſo pleaſed with this Country Clergyman's 
honeſt Simplicity and plain Dealing, that he obliged 
him, and ordain'd his Son. | 


THIS STORY, if duly conſider'd, is enough 
to quell the Pride of thoſe Clergymen who un- 
meaſurably value themſelves upon their Learning 


and great Preferment, and look upon others only 
FO 


\ 
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as the Caterpillars in the Vineyard, Such Endow- 
ments, ſingle of themſelves, are no Qualifications 
for a Chriſtian Miniſtry, and they may as well be 
poſſeſs d by the proud Prieſts of Ba Ar or BA c- 
cHus, by Pagan FLAMENS, or Mahometan 
MuFTIEs, * 


So true is it, that Men who excel in other Re- 
ſpects, nay, ſhine in other Lights of Life, are fre- 
quently more deficient in that Addreſs, that mild 
Humanity, which wins the Affections of Mankind, 
than in Talents to raiſe themſelves to honourable 
Stations, The haughty and dogmatical are often 
ſubſtituted in the Room of the friendly, benevolent, 
and obliging. As to the Objection, that we might 
perhaps be over-bold with GREATNESS, and 
make Acquaintance with it in too familiar a Man- 


ner, if it was bumble and condeſcenſive ; J anſwer, it | | 


may be juſt with reſpect to thoſe Gentlemen whoſe 
only Qualifications lie in Form and Diſtance, but 


not to thoſe of real Merit. A becoming Freedom, ; 


Simplicity, and Openneſs of Behaviour, methinks, 
when extended to Men of Senſe and Prudence, will 
never 


ne 


B 
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ever leſſen Greatneſs at all ; but rather, like the 
regular APERTURES of a Buirpinc, add 
Beauty to the W noLE, without diminiſhing the 


Strength of any Parr of it, 


Tux ſuperior Clergy ſhould be the Support 


and Ornament of the Prieſthood ; they are placed 
in higher Orbs, not that, like METEO RS, their 
ominous Blaze ſhould be the Gaze and Terror of 
heir leſs happy Brethren z but that, like S r ARS, 
mey may illuminate and beautify, animate and | 
mpregnate the inferior World: For they, like 
THE M, ſhould have an enlarg'd Proſpect, a ſwift 
nd conſtant Motion, a bountiful and benign In- 


fluence. 


— BuT Man, proud Man, 

Dreſt in a little brief Authority, 

Moſt ignorant of what he's moſt aſſur d, 

His glaſſy Eſſence, like an angry Ape, 

Plays ſuch fantaſtick Tricks before high Heav'n, 
As makes the Angels weep. | 


SHAKESPEARE. 


A 


ty einer 


* 


' A lanrGe Share of this IxDpEcORUAM of 
Behaviour belongs to thoſe, I believe, who have 
contracted the Reverſe of Afﬀability and civil 
Manners in their Impancy, For Pzipz $3 
a Paſſion which, inſtead of being reſtrain'd, is g 


uſually indulged in Children : So that tis indeed 


no Wonder if the Effects of it are very unfortu- 
nately felt in So ET v. For it will be hard, 
perhaps, for one to give a Reaſon why that Tem- 
per which was uſed to delight in Inſult over Ser- 
vants or Inferiors, in a Kitchen or a Nurſery, 
ſhould not afterwards be the Occaſion of equal N 
Miſchief in the Publick itſelf. 


IT has been known likewiſe to be perfectly 
reigning in thoſe, who have long indulg'd them- 7 


ſelves in an habitual Moroſeneſs in a Col LEON 
LITE. There are certain Negligences or Pc- 
CADILLOS in Behaviour towards Inferiors con- 4 
trated there, which ſometimes reduce Gentlemen 

| into a perfect Apathy towards others that are not 2 
their Equals in Birth, or F ortune, or Learning, or : 
Preferments, ever afterwards. When we go to an 
| Uni- 


rn ts 


Univerſity, we find that, as Fox Tun holds 


the GL ass, Things have quite different Faces 


in the Imaginations of many of the graver ſort of 


rye of the FELLOws of a Cor Io can be 


W tolcrably civil to any Gentleman of leſs Rank than 


1NoBLEMAN, a GENTLE MAN-COMMONER, 
ora GRADUATE, Hence tis, that others catch 
the Infection; Noblemen, or Gentlemen-Com- 
moners, will only keep Company with the FE I- 
rows, or with one another; a Graduate with a 
Graduate, or Men of the ſame ſtanding. So that 
by theſe fooliſh Diſtinctions, the poor 8c HOLAR 
r SERVITOR in a tatter'd Gown, tho' of ever 
o much Merit, has rarely, but very rarely, the 
Benefit of Keeping Company with his Superiors ; 
which, I muſt own, I mention with Concern, as 
tis a great Diſadvantage to Youth when they firſt 
go to an Univerſity, and would gladly learn 
MANNERS, as well as Sciences. If a poor 


Wo <cholar ſhould happen to negle& or forget the 
; | Ceremony of putting off his CA in paſſing one 
ef the Fx LLOWs in the COLLEGE-QUADRANGLE» 


*ris 


Academicks: We find that there is ſcarce one in 
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tis a thouſand to one but he is made to faſt that 
Day by being put out of Commons, or elſe he 
perceives his Miſtake not only in his Dinner, but 
at it likewiſe, For if the proud Gentleman that 
thinks himſelf lighted, ſhould happen to ſit ' 
ProvosT-PLACE, as they call it, he ſits at the ; 
Head of his Table in all the Agonies of conceal'd F 
Ill-nature, and his Diſcourſe is made up of half 
Sentences, and dark Alluſions, both diſagreeable 
and unintelligible to all preſent; ſo that the 
Scholars that wait at Table, can only ſtare each 
/ other wildly in the Face, and ſtand with a mali- y 
cious Sneer, wiſhing the Dinner was over, and in- 1 
wardly commiſerating the Condition of one ano- 4 
ther. When Gentlemen of ſuch a ſaturnine Com- | 
plection retire from the Exerciſe of magiſterial 6 
Authority over a few poor Scholars, and enter in- 
to Life, their Behaviour is commonly attended 
with a great many diſagreeable Sullenneſſes towards : 


their Inferiors, or Dependants, upon the ſlighteſt I | 
Diſpleaſure ; nay, whether in or out of Humour, 
they have contracted ſuch an Averſion to tatter'd' WM 


Robes, that, for the moſt part, they fly the Society 
of ; 


A) 
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of the Poor. Such Men forget, that they give 
the World the ſame Advantage over their R z« 
exUuTATION, Which a more criminal Conduct 
would do. 


—— He Nuge feria ducunt in Mala. 


THz young Gentleman therefore that goes to 
an Univerſity has great Need of Counſel and Di- 
tection. I would have him conſult G o v in the 
firſt Place, and next, the moſt humble, the moſt 
devout, and experienc'd Tutor and Companions 
he can find ovit.. For he ſtands in a Place where 
many Ways meet; and if he takes the Wrong, he 
will certainly wander far, and it may be, never re- 
cover the right. He may float a long, long 
while, upon the B1LLows of PRIDE and Foie, 
before he recovers the Haven of W1$D 0M and 
HUMILITY: | 


How conſiderable a Part of Happineſs is loſt 


WH iy thoſe, who ſeem by the Eminence of their: 


Condition to be above ordinary human Commerce, 
C | and 


— 
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and who affect a ſort of diſtant Strangeneſs towards 
their Inferiors, will be eaſily apprehended by one 
who is not exceedingly ill- natur d. Such a re- 


ſerv'd, uncommunicative, unfriendly Greatneſs, 
muſt, of all others, be the moſt diſtaſteful and 
gloomy, State. Nor can it poſſibly be eſteem'd | 
other than ſound and thorough Wretchedneſs, af 
grating and diſguſtful Feeling, without the leaſt Y 
Mixture of any thing ſoft, gentle, or agreeable, J 
How great muſt be the Shocks of Diſappointment, F 
the Stings of Affront, and the Agonies of a work. | 
ing Antipathy, againſt the multiply'd Objects of 
Offence, to the haughty proud Man, who with a : 
ſevere Aſpect, and a pompous lofty Tone of Au- | 
thority, guards his Greatneſs, as a gruff Bully does 
a Miſtreſs ? Wherever ſuch a Creature turns him- 
ſelf, which ever Way he caſts his Eye, every thing 5 
around him muſt appear ghaſtly and horrid; ; 
every thing hoſtile, and, as it were,. bent againſt a 4 
private and ſingle Being, who is thus divided by 
PRIDE from every thing beneath him, and has 5 
nothing ſoft or pleaſing from the Side of Fx Eu- 


$H1P in the INTERIOR Wo RID. How little 4 
9 does 
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does ſuch a Mortal know the Extent, and Power, 
and Pleaſure of Hu MIL IT, and to what an 
heroick Pirch a Soul may riſe, which feels the 
thorough Force of it? Never was Humility prac- | 
tiſed but with increaſing Joy, which makes the 
practiſer ſtill more in Love with the fair Act. It 
leaves behind it the Perception of a delicious Eaſe, 
and an Overflowing of ſoft and pleaſing Senſation. 


WM | would to Gov, that enormous Pride and 
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Diftance did never appear among us, that Humi- 
ty and a juſt Reverence for Mankind, and Civi- 
(ity and affable Manners, did alway take place. | 
We ſhould then feel nothing but the enlivening | 
Influence of the benevolent and obliging, the cour- 

teous and unreſery'd Temper, which is a perfect 

Stranger to the untoward Delights wh a diſſocial : 
Community. A 3 


I SHALL conclude this Epiſtle, leſt I ſhould fall 
under the Imputation of being prolix, with ar- 
dently wiſhing, that all of vs may be able to ſay 


with David, * * Lon, I am not high-mind- 
« ed, 


» 


869638 at ; 


hs. Pal, cxxxi. 


I... — — 


„Murr 


10 ed, I have na proud Looks. I do not exerciſe 

„ myſelf in great Matters, which are too high for p 
« me: But I refrain my Sov, and keep it low, | 
eas aCniLD that is weaned from his Mota zz; N 
<« yea, my SOUL is even as a weaned Child.“ 4 
Our S Avio u x has ſo often pronounc'd the hum. 
bleſt Man the greateſt in the Kingdom of Heaven; f 
he has ſo often promis'd the fr/# Place, and the 
greateſt Exaltation to the loweſt Condeſcenſions; he 
was himſelf fo illuſtrious an Example of Lowlineſs I 
of Mind, of Poverty of Spirit z and the ArosTL,r WM 
has ſo expreſly aſſerted his $ Jo x And Crown to 
be the Reward of his Hu MIIII , that I can ; 
never think, DE AR Six, that we can ever riſe Þ 
to a more eminent Height, than that to which the 
Imitation of this Virtue of our Lo RD and MasTz x BY: 
will advance u s. . 


I am, &c, 


we LET, 


LAUT N E N. M. 


DEAR SIR, | 
n * * 5 
e NOTH ER Virtue we are particularly 
e to practiſe is PaTiznce; for, I am 
R « ſure, no Order of Men in the World 


ve more Occaſion to exerciſe it. If we ſhould 
ve way to Paſſion and Peeviſhneſs, our whole 
BY Life would be one continual Fret. We had need 
sf a great deal of Patience in the Inſtruction and 
| Admonition of thoſe that are under our Care; to 
ee what flow Progreſs they make in the Know- 
edge of divine Truths; how perverſe the younger 
7 . ſort 


YU 


tion and Power, making out to them as clear as 


Tigion and Virtue, we are look*d upon as ſo many 
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ſort are to learn their Duty, and how refractory 
and ſtubborn the elder are to retain their vicious : 
Habits z with how great a Facility even Chil- i 
dren can apprehend any thing that is lewd and i 
wicked, and how dull and ſtupid their very Parents | 
are whilſt we are preaching to them what is good; 
how that when we ſpeak to them in Demonſtra- 


the Sun, the Agrecableneſs, the Pleaſure and 1 
Happineſs of a virtuous Courſe of Life, and the 
inevitable Miſery of a bad one; and when to this, 
we farther add the Efforts of a pious Zeal, and the 
Charms of a grateful Eloquence; and yet, not- 1 
withſtanding all this, to make no more Impreſſion 
upon their Hearts, than the STROKEs do upon 
the harden'd Anvir.----We had need be con- 
ſiderable Maſters of this Virtue, when we find how 4 


many Men are become our Enemies, becauſe we 


tell them the Truth; that when we preach up Re- 


knaviſh Cheats and Impoſtors by the Atheiſtical 
and Prophane; whilſt we endeavour to maintain : 
the Unity and Apoſtolick Government of out £ 

: Church, 


Church, whilſt we warn Men of the great Danger 
of an unreaſonable Separation, we are traduced by 
the reſolv d Schiſmatick as the Agents of Ro ME, 


and tlie Advocates only of a more covert and diſ- 
guis d Popery; that when we teach the Quiet and 


Peaceableneſs of Primitive Chriſtianity, the Guilt 
and Danger of Faction and Rebellion, to think we 


ſhould be cenſur'd, for the Miſcarriages of ſome 
= this Way, as the Mercenaries of Government, and 
e Promoters of a deſpotick Power. To think 
farther yet, how the 1NFERIOR CLERGY ſhould 
be ſet up as the Mark of Ridicule and Contempt ; 
that they ſhould have Reaſon to complain of more 
Grievances, than their Superiors can boaſt of Im- 
vunities; that no Irjuſtices are ſo frequently com- 
5 mitted, nor ſo hardly redreſs'd, as what are done 
to them; that they ſhould, in many Places, be the 


1 | Sport of the Gentry, and be liable to all the un- 


: mannerly Mirth of the Commonalty; that their 


| : rery Name ſhould paſs for a Jeſt, and every thing, 
; tho* never ſo nauſeouſly ſilly, when they are the 


5 Subject, preſently commence Wit, and go for a 
Thing that is well ſaid.----Now to be able to con- 
N fic 
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Aict with theſe and many more Grievances and 

Difficulties in the Exerciſe of our Office, we muſt 
be arm'd with a great deal of PATIE NE, and 

wait for a Regompence in another World for our 
SUFFERINGS here: T'a1s, and this only, has kept 

vp the Spirits of my Neighbour EuLALTus. 


Eura ius may be ſaid now to be one of yout Þ 
very rich Clergymen not worth a Groat ; who is : 
little known, and much eſteem'd by his few | 
Friends thankful for what Mercies he receives, 
and humble under Chaſtiſement: He is deſpis d 
by the World for his Poverty, and pities the World 
for its Weakneſs; is a Friend to Mankind, and 
an Enemy to nothing but Vice. ALA p v of his 
Acquaintance told him one Day ſhe was ſorry he 
had the Misfortune of being ſo poorly provided fot | 
in the Church, and aſk'd him if he had no better 
Chance for Preferment? CHAN ce, M1$sFOR- 


rA, and good or bad Luck, M-a p A M, re- 
„ plied he, are Words without a Meaning, or 
they ſignify the Direction of Pkovipence. 
If you have no Meaning in theſe Words, you 

9 tell 


X 1 A. © = 


LIE NT NT 42 25 


« tell me you are ſorry for nothing; if you have, 
tis impious; for tis thinking the Source of. 


* Mzxcy cruel, But, as I think better of 


66 you, I take then to be Words of Courſe, He 


„ho depends on Providence can never want a 
support: But ſay we are neglected, and all our 


« Endeavours for a decent Support prove fruitleſs. 
« He who conſiders that Death will foon relieve 
« him, will by that Reflection not be diſmay'd, 
« but find his Conſtancy ſupported: 


% We're all but Acrons on the World's great 
Stage, | 
Some play without, ſome with an Equipage : 
« Death drops the Curtain, and the Farce is oer, 
And all Diſtinctions ceaſe *twixt Rich and Poor. 


« WERE the good and virtuous of Mankind, 


% Map 4m, wholly proſperous in this Life; did 


e Goodneſs never meet with Oppoſition, or Merit 


« lie under a Cloud, where would be the Trial, 


* Vidtory, or Crown of Vin ru? Where would 


* the Virtues have their Theatre, or whence their 


2 D « Nameg ? 


. 
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« Names? Where would be TzxMPERANCE 
« or S ELT. DERNIAT? Where PaTtztnce, 
40 Mrrkursts, Maowanrmiry? Whence 
«* would theſe have their Being ? What Merit ex- 
« cept from Hardſhip ? What Vr RTVE Without 
«a Conflict? l 


"EvLarrvus, tho' in theſe low Circumſtances, 
is often telling his Friends that he is very Bap. — 


--=-Dulces pendent circum Oſcula Nati: 
* Caſta Pudieitiam ſervat Domus.—---- 
Virg. Georg. I. 2. 


and that he looks upon his Condition to be for the 
beſt; which puts me in mind of a Gentleman who, 
coming from IRELAND to ENOLANp, and go- 
ing into the Packet- Boat, and the Entering Rope 
breaking, fell into the Pinnace, and broke his 
Leg. Well, faid he, tis all for the better.” 
His Friends aſl'd him, how he could think break- 

ing his Les attended wich the Loſs of his 


« vr. 


« VIDENCE, replied he, knows beſt: I am till 
of Opinion, tis for the better. He was car- 
ried back, the Packet- Boat ſail'd, founder'd in her 
Paſſage, and but one Man was ſav'd. 


Pavilion of the ALMiGHTy be thick Clouds, 
and he walks upon the Wings of the Wind ;- tho? 


his Providence be a great Abyſs, and the Swiftneſa 


Au p here 'tis pleaſant to obſerve, that tho the 


and Secrecy of his Actings clude our Search, and 


baffle our Enquiries, ſo that we cannot diſcern 
when he acts by-PREROGATIYE, When by 
Law ; yet, as is plain from this Relation, he does 
frequently exert a ſupernatural Force and Virtue 
T for our Preſervation, 


A Low. Condition in the World ſeems to all 


(my Friend I) a terrible Misfortune z its Sound is 
ſo, and that's all, x: Life, methinks, is various 


enough, and if one Livelihood fails, another may 
ſucceed : If one Rapkof Life cannot be ſupported, 
a Clergyman may flouriſh very well in another. 
Tris but deſcending a Step lower, and, the Eycnt 


| would 
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would abundantly atone for the Condeſcenſion. 
*Tis well known the MzrcanTiLe Worry | 
is indebted to an ingenious poor Clergyman, to 
his neglected Merit, for the curious Invention of 
the STocxInG FRAME; being out of Bread, 
and ignorant of any Means of Subſiſtence by Di- 
VINI1TY, he liv'd for ſome Time upon what his 
Wife got by KniTTING; and by cunouſly ob- 
ſerving the playing of the Needles whilſt ſhe' was 
at Work, he framed in his Mind the famous Mo- 

del of the Frame, which has fince prov'd of ſuch 
fingular Advantage to that Branch of the BxrrIisn 

Mlanufactures, that it affords good Bread to Thou- 

ſands. 


I REMEMBER 3 little Story of a Gentleman 
of Gascoronr, who inherited two thouſand 
Crowns a- year from his Father, commenced Max- 
quis at Par1s, and, being a very volatile Ge- 
nius, ſoon got the better of his Fortune, and was 
reduced to the loweſt Ebb of Wretchedneſs. Yet, | 
in the Midſt of it, he never loſt his Spirit and 
Courage, or impotently repin in'd at what was not 


to 
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to be remedy d: But, with. the ſmall Pittance he 
| had left, purchaſed a Mul x, and turnꝰd W 4a- 
1ER- CARRIER. Some Time after which, as 
he was traffick ing his Merchandize up and down 
the Streets, he happened to meet two of his old 
Companions, who would have avoided him for 
fear of giving him Pain, at being caught in ſuch 

an Equipage. But he prevented them, ſprung 
forward to ſalute them with his uſual Freedom, 
and when they ſeem'd to pity his ill Fortune, 
briſkly interrupted them by ſaying. That he had 
Forty thouſand Crowns Worth of Water in the 
SEYNE, but, for want of Servants, he was obli- 
ged to ſell it himſelf. 


I am afraid very few among us in Diſtreſs diſ- 
play ſuch a Fortitude and Greatneſs of Soul ; our 
Pride will not ſuffer us to do it; and we rather 
chuſe to have that very Pride wounded every Day 
in our Lives, by laying ourſelves open to the rich 
Man's Contumely, to Infults and new Grievances, 
in intreating Obligations ; to endure which with 
PATIENCE ſhould be beneath the Spirit of the 
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30 LETTER 10 
SacxED OraTor, As to all other Sufferingy 
we may rejoice in them with EuLativus,'ahd; 
with our BLESSED Lozy, endure the Dont 
nnn 322 | 
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Dzar Six, 


Yours, &c. 


Love of Gov, and not to take 


be Ries or de Ass of the World 
for off MasT EAG. For Men that have devoted 8 


themſelves to this Em ploy, have ſet themſelves 
one Remove out of the World, Go p has received 
them into his me Service, and they are cre- 
ated, as it were, the Do MES TIcEsS of HEAVEN. 


Therefore we muſt always demonſtrate an extraor- 


dinary 


* * . * v 
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E of this Profeſſion are | likewiſe 
+, obliged, t to ſhew forth a fincere 
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dinary Love to our peculiar Maſter; we muſt 
endeavour to have the greateſt and nobleſt Con- 
ceptions of his Power and Goodneſs, and to pro · 
Pagate the ſame in others; we muſt be zealous of 
his Honour, to vindicate with Intrepidity and Bold - 
neſs his holy Name and Word from Blaſphemy, 


and thoſe Things which are conſecrated to his Ser- 


vice from Prophanation; we muſt afford all the 
Advice and Encouragement we can for Men to ob- 
ſerve his Commands, and diſſuade them to the ut- 
moſt from the Violation of them. We muſt like- 
wiſe give an eminent Example in the Worſhip of 
that Gop to whom we are ſo nighly related ; we 
muſt never omit the worſhipping of Gop in our 
Families, by whoſe particular Bounty our Families 


are maintain'd ; we that are Prieſts of his Temple 
muſt never be backward to offer up his Sacrifice 
there, be the common Votaries never ſo negligent, 


A NOBLI Roman Youth, * C, Fanrvus 
© Hl! | RE? 


1 —— ä ä —— 
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* Juvenis .Romanus Aadmiratione in ſe Give 
Heſteſque condertit. Sacrificium erat Statum in Quirinali Colle 
9 Gen- 


8 


LE 141” E'RT Mb 3g 
Dorso0, in the Time of the Siege of the Ro- 
MAN Cm to the great Aſtoniſhment of his 
. Coun- 
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Genti Fabiæ : ad id fatiendum C. FABIUS Doxs o, Gi- 
lino Cinctu, Sacra Manibas gerens, quum de Capitolio deſcendiſſer, 
jer medias Haſfium Stationes egreſſus, nibil ad Vocem cujuſquan 
Terroremve motus, in Quirinalem Cullem perwenit. Ibique, ome 
bus ſolennibus peractis, eadem revertens fimiliter conſtanti Vul- 
tu Graduque, ſatis ſperans propitios efſe Deos, quorum Cultum ne 
Mortis quidem Metu prohibitus deſeruiſſet, in Capitolium ad ſuis 
rediit, ſea attonitis Gallis Miraculo Audaciæ, ſeu Religione etiam 
n:tis, cajas haud quaquam negligens eft Gens. 

Liv. HIS r. Vo I. I. 


A young Rowan drew upon himſelf the Admiration 
both of his Fellow-Citizens and Enemies. A Sacrifice pecu- 
lar to the Fa RIAN Family, had been fix'd in the Qu IR- 
xal HI II, and could be perform'd no where elle, There. 
fore C. FaBius D'o & so came down from the Capitol to 
perform the ſame, and in his ſacrificing Dreſs, and all the Ap- 
paratus for that Ceremony in his Hands, paſs d thro* the Ene- 
mies Guards, and without being mov d at what they did or ſaid, 
arriv'd on the QUiz1nar Hui. Having duly perform'd 
this Sacrifice in that Place, and returning with the ſame ſteady 
Countenance and Pace, he re-enter'd the Capitol, in full Con- 
fdence that thoſe G o bs, whoſe Worſhip even the Fears of 
Death could not” force him to abandon, would be propitious 
to him. The GavLs were either aſtoniſhed at his ſurpri- 
zing Boldneſs, or mov'd by à Senſe of Religion, which that 
People do by no Means negleR. 


„ ME T' T E: i 
Countrymen as well as the Enemy, could come 
down from the Citadel amidſt the Darts of the 
Gaus, and perform a Yearly Sacrifice, peculiar 
to the Fastan Family on the QuIRINAI 
HII I. And ſhall W x, the peculiar Miniſters of 
Heaven, be leſs careful of performing the Sacrifice 
of Praiſe and Thankſgiving to our LoxD and 
Maſter in his Temple, than a private Roman 
Nobleman the holy Rites of his Family ? We muſt, 
for ſo honourable a Maſter's Sake, endeavour to 
do all the Good we can to the Souls he has com- 
mitted to our Charge, to draw them out of the 
Snares of the Devil, and to lead them into the Way 
of Salvation, to grieve at their Miſcarriages, and to 


rejoice at their Amendment ; to endeavour, to our 
utmoſt, to promote Piety and true Religion, to 
enlarge the Confines of the Goſpel, and the King- 


dom of our BLESSED Lob. 


AN PD ſo likewiſe as to Ricnts which the 
vain World ſo courts and admires, we muſt not 
take them for our MasTEzRs, but with a de- 
cent Humility condeſcend to be. eaſy in the Situa- 


. 


er *S 
tion we are in, and endeavour rather by our De- 
ſerts to invite Preferments to us, than make any 
Tendency to them. We muſt not, when we are 
advanced to- the moſt plentiful Station in the 
Church, only fill our Boſoms with the Fruits, and 
raiſe Families upon its Revenues nor yet, if we 
meet with Diſappointments, muſf we be impatient, 
but ſtudy to live decently, creditably, and con- 
tentedly, according to our Conditions. 


I HAVE often thought that the great polite 
ANCIENTS had nobler Notions of Wealth than 
we have, and behav'd with much more Patience 
and Magnanimity, than we generally do, under 
the Want of it. Many of them hugg'd their Po- 
verty more than even ſome Men do a Biſhoprick, 
The famous GREOIAN Lyrick AL us, on 
| whoſe Tongue dwelt Rapture and Melody, out. 
brav'd Misfortune, and ſung, as we fay, like a 
NichrIx GALE. 


I. E T F RN it 
Et te ſonautem plenius aureo, 
Arcæ x, Pletira dura Navis, 
Dura Fugæ Mali, dura Belli.un— . 
Hon. Od. 13. lib, 3. 


LIXk IE him was the good-humour'd Ho-. 
RA C E. 


— mn mn mann mn mm m—— Et mea | 
Virtute me involvo, probamque 
Pauperium fine Dote quero.------ 
| Hos. Od. 29. lib. 3. 


ZENOPHON, whom ATHENEAUS calls 
* Tor N & xagierate Zesopdrra, ( lib. 2.) was ens 
. dow'd with ſo heroick a Patience, and poſſeſs'd 
"| of ſo contented a Turn of Mind, that in Baniſh- 
bi. ment he writ the politeſt, wiſeſt, uſefulleſt Syſtem 
. of Works, and (to thoſe who can underſtand the 
DivIVEVISs of a juſt StMPpLIciTy) the 


vating of the kind of all prophane and merely Hea: 


| 
q | | moſt amiable, and even the moſt ſublime and ele- 
| then Authors. 
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AN 11 aur TY ſcarce affords us a more exalted 
Character than that of VI ROII's Evanpe by 
who in a tatter'd Gown and homely Cottage bade 


Defiance to For Tun E, and could addreſs 
EN E A $ with 


Aub Hoſpes, contemnere Opes, & te quoque 
dignum 
Finge Deo, Rebuſque veni non aſper egenis. 
4G | Virg. An. I. 8. 


TE Soul that is GrxtzaAT in itſelf, can be 
happy or content with a very little. Eprcurus 
uſed to ſay, © That with ſuch Fare as a mean Gar- 
den afforded, he could vie even with the Gop s 
« for Happineſs.” Who could be happier than 
VOI T's honeſt Countryman, old C oRITIUS? | 


Rroun equabat Opes Animis : feraque revertens 
Notte Domum, Dapibus Menſas onerabat inemptis. 
Vike, GOA. 1. 4. 


ao, 


 SETTERSEMN 


Wo, that reads this, deſpiſes not the Wealth, 


and pities not the Perſons of all the GREAT Ox: s 
upon Earth ? 


wo 2 or, vtiger, 


Zz & d 0's axivduvoy 
Bliov iGemigas” d s, GXNENG. 
Euripid, Iphig. in Aulid 


How ſmall a Particle of Fox TuNnEz was an 
ample Competency for thoſe brave R om ans, 
* ManLivs CuRivs, T L. QuinrTivs 
CiNnCINNATUS, t VALERIvus PoPLICOLA, 


$Coruncanius, | MEtnztnivus AcGRIPPa, 
and 


— 
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ManLivs Cunrivs nibil ex opulentiſſima Fiaeria, &e, 
Manu vs Curivs, without reaping any other Advan- 
tage from a prodigious great Conqueſt, but a good Conſcience 
and a fair Character, continued in his former Poverty and la- 
borious Way of Life, the ſame Man being both the Pattern and 
ſtrict Guardian of publick Moderation. When the Senate 
would have aſſign'd him a conſiderable Share of Land, he-was 
content with the ſame Quantity which he had given others, 
which was but four Acres; often uſing this Expreſion, © That 
4 he was a bad Citizen who could not be contented with what 
< ſatisfied others,” Here he built a Country-Houle which he 

called 


an m 1 


and C. Fa RBRICG IVS! It is worth thoſe Perſons 
while, methinks, who deſpiſe every human En- 
dowment in Compariſon with Riches, and think 
that there can be no real Greatneſs or diſtinguiſh'd 
Merit without a Flow of Wealth and Preferment, 
to attend to the Narration that Hiſtorians give us 
of theſe eminent Heathens. 


Reſpicere Exemplar Vitæ Morumque jubebo, 
DoGum Imitatorem, et V ER as hinc ducere Voces. 
Hor. de Arte Poet. 


TRE 


called after his Name; and when the SA BIN ES, whom he 
had conquer 'd a little before, happen d to come, and finding 
him roaſting TVA NIS in it, offer d him a large Sum of 
Gold, which they had brought him as a Preſent, he ſaid, 
% had rather eat theſe Turnips out of Earthen Diſhes, and 
rule over thoſe who are poſſeſſed of that Gold.“ Aſter- 
wards the elder Ca T o had ſome Eſtates in the Neighbourhood 
of this Houſe, whither he uſed to come frequently, and upon 
ſeeing this poor little Cottage, and the ſmall Farm which this 
great Man, after three Triumphs, had cultivated with his own 
Hands, and at the ſame Time calling to Mind a Life led in 
the moſt abſtemious Manner, he diſpos'd his Mind to the like 
Moderation, in Imitation of Cu x1 vs's primitive Simplicity 
and Virtue, Frenſbem. Suppl. Liv. Hift. 4. 14 
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Tux private Converſation which paſs'd be- 
tween C. FABRICGIVS and King PyxRRHus, 
who wanted to make a Trial of his Conſtancy and 
Self-Denial, is ſo remarkable, that I ſhall here ſet 
Part of it down. C. FARHRTOITIVUS, ſaid the 
K IN o, as I ſincerely deſire to have all the reſt 
« of the Romans for my Friends, fo eſpecially 
« do you; whom I eſteem to excell all others 
« for your Conduct both in Civil and Military 

| & Af- 


r 


— " 8 


| + Spes unica Imperii Populi Romani L. Qu lxT IVS Cin- - 
CINNATUS trans Tiberim quatuor Jugurum colebat Agrum, 
gue PRATA QUINTIA wocantur. 1bi ab Legatis, ſeu Foſſam 
fodiens' Pale innexus, ſeu quum araret, Operi certe, id quod con- 
flat, agreſti intentus erat. 


L. QuinTIUsS CincinNATVs, the ſole Prop of 
the Roman State, cultivated with his own Hand four Acres of 
Land, lying on the other Side of the Tint Rr, which are 
called the QuinTian MRA DO WS; there was this great 
Man found by the Senate's Deputies, either digging a Ditch 
with a Spade, or at leaſt this is certain, that he was buſily em- 
ploy'd about his Farm. Liv. Hiſt. vol. 1.1. 3. 


f Vide Liv. Hip. wal. 1. bib. 2. 
$ vide Frenſbem. Suppl. Lim. Hiſt. J. 12. cap. 214 


Vid: Liv, His. wal. 1. I. 2. 


j 
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Affairs. Yet I am ſorry to ſee that you want 
« one thing; for your Circumſtances are too nar- 
ro to enable you to keep up the Porte becoming 
« Men of Quality. I will not ſuffer this Frown 
« of FORTUNE to make you uneaſy any longer; 
« for I will give you ſuch Plenty of Gold and 
« Silver, in Money and Plate, as will ſet you 
above the moſt opulent Rot A in point of 
« Riches. Becauſe I am perſuaded that nothing 
« can be more worthy my princely Station and 
« Fortune than relieving the oppreſſive Poverty. 
« of Men of Merit, who have preferred Glory to 
* the heaping up of Riches. I look upon this as 
« a moſt. glorious Act; as an Act by which a 
« Prince raiſes the moſt illuſtrious Monuments of 
« his Royal Magnificence, and offers the moſt 
« ſolemn arid acceptable Sacrifice to the Gods. 

« Therefore, if you will allow me to aſſiſt you 
« with my Riches, I ſhall eſteem it as a Benefit 
« receiv*d rather than beſtow*d.*? 


To which C. Fapricivs, after a ſhort Si- 
lence, anſwered, ---- £* MyPoverrTy is ſo far 
s 220 „ .* foo 


„ U 3 


*« from being a Burthen or Inconvenience to me, 
< that, on the contrary, whenever I compare my- 
„ ſelf to the Rich, my Condition ſeems to be in- 
« finitely happier z and I number myſelf amongſt 
cc thoſe few, whoſe Lot it is to enjoy all the Fe- 
e licity poſſible in this Life; and when thus 
veg rank'd, I feel the greateſt inward Delight, and 
« am thankful for my Poverty. For while 1 
& deem it idle and fooliſh to covet Superfluity, 
« and my little Field, when well cultivated and 
<« laid out, affords me all Neceſſaries, I know not 
& for what Purpoſe I ought to be ſolicitous about 
greater Wealth. For all Nouriſhment is mo: 
« pleaſant to me when ſeaſon'd with Hunger; 
% and all Drink grateful when I am a-dry. | 
procure myſelf eaſy and quiet Sleep by Labour, 
If my Cloaths keep out Cold I am ſatisfied with 
„them: In Houſhold-Furniture I like that beſt, 
* which is moſt fit and convenient for the Uſe to 
„ which it is applied, and at the ſame Time 
« cheapeſt. Wherefore I ſhould be doubly us 


*« juſt; if I ſhould accuſe Fox TUNE for not 


* 


. 


« having afforded me more Riches, than my 
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« NATURE requires, which neither inſpires me 
« with a Deſire of Superfluities, or Dexterity to 
« procure them. 

« THEREFORE With this Indigence of mine, 
« T look upon myſelf as richer than the moſt opu- 
ent of other Men, nay, than even you yourſelf ; 
for I have ſo much, that I can deſire no more; 
« as to you, would you have come over to I TALy, 
if you had not thought yourſelf poor, notwith- 
« ſtanding you poſſeſs EYHIR us and other Do- 
« minions? Ay, but ſay you, Wealth fairly en- 
« ables us to do Good to others! and my Poverty 
puts it out of my Power to help any one!] But 
truly this gives me no more Trouble, than that 
I am not more than ordinary furniſh'd with other 
Things; that Gop hath not granted me un- 
c mon KNOWLEDGE, nor the Art of P Ro- 
« pHEC v, for the Benefit of thoſe who want 
them; nor many other excellent Endowments. 
And if I employ the Talents I poſſeſs for the 
© Intereſt of my native State and Friends, if by 
+ alſiſting every Man in every reſpect that I am 


* Ca» 
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«© capable, J ſuffer my good Offices to extend to 
« all, I think hitherto I am free from Crime on 
ce this Score. Nor can you in Juſtice call theſe 
„Things mean and trifling, which you pretend 
& to ſet ſo high a Value upon, and are ſo ready to 
* purchaſe at the Expence of great Treaſure.” 


Wr are informed, that the Kino, having 
heard him talk in this Manner, deſiſted from far- 
ther Trial of his Virtue at that Time. But next 
Day he ordered FaBrIcivs to be called to 
him, and, in order to frighten him, having placed 
an ELEPHANT behind a Curtain at their Backs, 
as they were diſcourſing together, the Curtain was 
drawn up all of a ſudden at the Command of the 
King, and the Beaſt laid his Trunk on Fasricrvs's 
Head, and ſet up a terrible Noiſe and braying. 
But the undaunted HERO turn'd about very 
calmly, and, ſmiling, ſaid; ©* Your Gold could 
« not tempt me Yeſterday, nor hath your Beaſt 
* frighted me To-day.” 


THE 


LE A ALL WU a 


TRE ſame FaBRicivs, whoſe whole Side- 
Board of Plate conſiſted only of a Silver Salt-ſeller, 
and a little Diſh which ſtood on a Stool of Cornel- 
Wood, when the SAuNITE Embaſſadors brought 
him Money and fine Furniture, carried his Hands 
wide open to his Ears, thence to his Eves, 
Nosr, MouTn, TrroaT, and at laſt down 
to his BELLY, ſaying, © While I can govern 
*«« THESE, I ſhall want nothing; but do ye car- 
ry back the Monty to them who need it. 


PAR E away VANITY and Au BIT ION, dear Sir, 
and there is no ſolid and natural Contentment but 


may be had with the ſmalleſt Income or Preferment. 


If we have not a ſtately BRIGK Hos E, and 


the coſtlieſt Sort of Furniture, we may perhaps 
have as convenient a little Cottage as C. FA R RA. 
civs or M. Curivs had, with decent Ne- 
ceſſaries in it; and if we have not a Bottle of Po R T 
or Fa LERN IAN, we may have Plenty of Spring 
Water, which is every whit as clear and wholſome, 
as if it darted from the Breaſts of a M A. BLE 
NyMPH, or the Urn of a River Gop. 

It 


r 


Ir we cannot be moderate in our Deſires, no 
Greatneſs can ſatisfy or content us; ſtill if we 
could mount up a little higher in the Church, if we 


could get that RE TOR, or that DAN ERT, 


or that BisHoPRICK, we would be happy, we 
would obtain all our Wiſhes. But yet at laſt, 
when we have got up to the very Top of the 
Perak of TENERITr, to the very Summit of 
Preferment, we are in exceeding great Danger of 
breaking our Necks downwards, but in no Poſſi- 
bility of aſcending upwards into the Seat of Tran- 
quillity above the Moon. The firſt ambitious 
Men in the World, the OI Do GIANTS, are ſaid 
to have made an Attempt of ſcaling H EAVEN,Iin 
Deſpight of the Gos, and that they caſt Oss a 
upon O.yMPevs, and PELION upon O884; 


two or three Mountains more, they thought, wou'd 


have done their Buſineſs, but the Thunder of 


OMNIPOTENCE ſpoil'd all their Work when 
they were come to the third Story. 


IT is recorded of the ſame PYRRHus, King 
of Epirus, whom I juſt now mention'd, that fight- 


ing 
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ing for one Territory after another was his con- 
ſtant Amuſement to the laſt Gaſp, without ever 
arriving at the MERRY HOUR which he pro- 
pos'd as the Iſſue of all his Victories; for he was 
knock*d in the Head at ſtorming of a City, and 
like a true reſtleſs Hero died in his Vocation.---- 
« What, S 1x, do you propoſe in this Expe- 
« dition againſt the Romans, ſaid his Prime- 
« Miniſter, CIx RAS, to him? To conquer all 
« ITALY, anſwer'd Pyzrnvs: And what next, 
« ſaid the Counſellor ? Then we will tranſport our 
Forces into SCILLY, and make that Kingdom 
e our own, reply*d his Majeſty : And what Ex- 
« pedition will you go on after that ? Then, quoth 
« the enterprizing Hero, we'll fail to ARI A, 
« and ſubdue that Part of the World. And 
« what, continues the Stateſman, remains to be 
e done then? Why then ---- then, ſays the Mo- 


e narch, we'll ſit down and be merry over our 


* BowLs. And what, anſwer'd his Miniſter, 


<< hinders us from doing that n ow.”? 


"C0 | 
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Frenſtem. Suppl. Liv, Hiſt, 
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Mu of great Parts and Learning who are 
ever uneaſy, always reſtleſs in their Cures, and 
ſtruggling for Wealth and Grandeur, as Cl. 
DREN do for Rar T TES, are as weak ax 
Pv Aan Us, and weaker than Children. The 
harmleſs BaBts, indeed, are innocently amus'd 
with the tinkling of the BE LLS, but the Amuſe. 
ment of the EcclEzSIASTICkEk INFANTS i; 
attended both with the Loſs of Time and Reputa- 
tion; they are in a continual Hunt after Baubles 
till the End of the Lottery of Life approaches, till 
the laſt Minute, like the laſt BEN EFTIT-Trekkr 
upon the WN ET, puts a Stop to their Career. 


I or TEN look upon theſe aged CHILD REV, 
or GAMBLERS for Preferment, in the ſame merry 


Light with thoſe that fly down from a Steeple, 
dance on a Rope, whiſtle, ſing, walk, run, hop, 
or tumble into the golden Lap of FoRT UNI. 
'Tis not unlikely but ſome of them are Gamblers 
all their childiſh Days, that they may not ſeem to 
want Activity, or Life and Spirit, to be engaged 
in the buſy Scenes of Life; like DroGenEs, 

who, 


BETTER NM ay 
ho, upon the Approach of PHIL Ir of Ma 


cxpon with an Army towards Cox Id 
and the Inhabitants running in great Conſterna- 


tion with Materials for its Defence, took his Tu B, 
which was his Dwelling, and with great Induſtry 
roll'd it up and down the CR AN En, the uſual 
Place of his Reſidence before the City, and, being 
aſk'd the Reaſon of his whimſical Labour, an- 
ſwer' d,. He did it that he might not be the 
« only idle Perſon among ſo many that were in 


„% ACTION.” 


Bur to be ſerious. We of the CIE RO 
ought, of all Men, to ſhewa Cox TEM ⁵T of 
worldly Things; we muſt not ambitiouſly aſpire 
to great Preferment, nor indecently progg and 
ſolicit for any by a criminal LOWLINESS or 
{awning Obſequiouſneſs of Behaviour, by a ſervile 
Submiſſion, and falling into the corrupt Taſte and 
Pleaſures of great People; tho' I know they are 


reckon'd eſſential Qualities and Accompliſhments ö 


for a Man that would now-a- days riſe in the World. 
But *tis obſervable, that thoſe that arrive at Pre- 
G fer- 
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ferment this Way, would gladly forget the Steps of 


that deteſtable Lapp zz by which they aſcended 
into it, and- eagerly wiſh that others would forget 


it too: like a STREAM running, as ſoon as it 
enlarges itſelf as far it can from its little F ov x- 


a” 


TAIN, and labouring, as it were, by its Circlings 
and Wanderings, to conceal the Mz aNNEss of 
its RIS E. 


==<rna=an=———=n *T;5 a common Proof, 


That LowLiness is young Ambition's Ladder, 


Whereto the Climber upwards turns his Face; 
But when he once attains the upmoſt Round, 
He then unto the Ladder turns bis Back, 
Looks in the Clouds, ſcorning the baſe Degrees 
By which he did aſcend. * -«--- 


I am, Se. 


SHAKESPEARE, 


LE T- 
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L ET T ER IV. 
DE AR SIR, 


S we of this Profeſſion muſt not take the 
RI c RES, ſo neither muſt we take the 


PLEASUREs of the World, for our 


MasTERS: We muſt not prefer them to that 
intellectual Pleaſure and divine Peace, which is 
attainable by Men alone, and denied to Beings of a 
lower Claſs. Any Man may ſee the great Diſpro- 
portion there is between the refin'd Pleaſures of 
conſcious Innocence, and ſenſual Gratifications, 
unleſs he has parted with his nobleſt Prerogative, 
his 


52 Lr 


his RE As ox, and, by intemperate and diſorder. 
ly Living, made thinking his Torment. The 


PLEASURE of SENSE, that is not refip'd by 
Virtue, is like a LAND-FLO OD, impetuous, 


muddy, and irregular, it leaves nothing behind it 
but a Group of Impurity ; But the PIEASUuI B 
of VIR TVE is like a STREAM, which runs in- 
deed within its Banks, but it runs ſmooth and 
clear, and is as pure as the limpid Fou NT AIN 
from whence it flows. | 


PuriTy of Heart is of all others the moſt 
excellent, as well as the moſt elevated Virtue; 
and therefore a poor GR EEK MaiDen, being 
aſk'd what Fox Tune ſhe would bring her Huſ- 
band, anſwer*d truly and bravely, ---- «« I will 
bring him what is more valuable than any Trea- 
<« ſure, a Heart unſpotted ; and that Portion of 
& Virtue without a Stain, which was all that 
* deſcended to me from my PazxznTs. 


THz wild AcaDEMICKS give ample Teſti- 
mony of the Slavery and Wretchedneſs of Vace. 
| They 


el 
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They may extoll their criminal Delights to the 


Skies, and point their Wit as ſharply as they 


when they come afterwards to pay the neceſſary 
Tribute to their commanding Pleaſures, we hear 
their pathetick Moans, and find the inward Diſ- 
cord and Calamity of their Lives. We may of- 
ten read in their Looks the dolorous Confeſſion in 


behalf of Virtue, and fee in their very Eyes how 
the Caſe ſtands :---- 


Nam were Voces tum demum Pectore ab imo 
thciuntur, 


Wno can expreſs the Horrors that flow in upon 
their guilty Scenes to View? How ſharp are the 


vard Perturbations and Agonies diſtract the Mind! 
As that poiſonous Plant in the Iſland of S a R v 1- 
NIA, which, if * Fax NSHEMIUSand f PRo- 


C O 


LO 


Herbam SARDINIA producit vebementis Veneni Apiaſtro per- 


41 


pleaſe againſt a virtuous regular Conduct; but 


the Men of Pleaſure, when cool Reflection brings 


Upbraidings of an offended Conſcience ! What in- 


milem, que in Cibo ſumpta Mentem adimit, Nerviſque violenter 
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coPious fay true, cauſes a Convulſion in the 
Face, whereby a Perſon ſeems to die laughing; 
ſo are the Smiles that ſenſual Gratifications and 
Love-Intrigues produce, but falſe and hollow at 
the beſt, and, at laſt, fatal. 


I nave ſomewhere read of an unlucky Miſtake 
made by one of the FRENOH BismoPs, an 
intriguing Gentleman among the Ladies, who, 
writing to a certain young DuTcHEss at Parts, 
and, at the ſame Time, to the CARDINAL DE 


 FLEvuRY, 


attraftis Labia diftorquet in ridentium Speciem ; exitiali Suct, 
ni poſt Vomitum Lac aut Aqua mulſa copiaſe bibatur : ita vi 
ifius Mali præ ſens diluitur, ceteris deinde Incommodis ea medeatu,, 
gue in Condulſionibus Nervorum Uſui ſunt. 


SARDINIA produces a ſtrongly poiſonous Herb, very like 
M1 NT, which turns People mad when eaten, and ſo violent) 
contracts the Muſcles of their Faces, and fo diftorts the Lip, 
that they look as if they were laughing. The Juice of i 
proves mortal, unleſs they firſt vomit, and afterwards drink 
plentifully of Milk or Emulſion, By this Means, for the pre: 
fent, the Force of the Poiſon is broke, and afterwards the othe 


ill Effects of it are cured by the ſame Remedies which are uſed 
in Convulſions of the Nerves. 


* Fren/bem. Supp). Liv. Hiſt. + Procep. Hiſt, Bell. Goth, L. 


nnn 
FLEURY, directed one Letter for the other. 


That for the DuTcazss, which the Carpinat. 
receiv*d, was as follows. 


« have juſt now wrote to his Op EMI 
N EN CE, my charming Qu EE N, to intreat 
« his Leave to return to PAR ISN; I make no 
« Doubt but he will grant it: As for the reſt, the 


* Air is ſo pure here, that I have acquir'd ſo good 
« A State of Health, that I reckon 1 ſhall be able 


« to give you moſt ſenſible Proofs of it, when I 
« come to have the Happineſs of ſeeing you.“ 


You may gueſs how the PRELATE was ſur- 
priz'd when he read the following Anſwer which 
the CARDINAL immediately ſent him. 


« His O.d EMINENCE adviſes you to ex- 

e tinguiſh your Paſſion : His Majeſty orders you 
* to continue in your Dioceſe till further Orders, 
and requires that your Life and Converſation 
may be as pure as the Air you breathe z and 
that you make no other Uſe of your good State 
e of 
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which Go p has allotted: us, ſuch as our DI Er, 


cure at Pow T Ac k's, and has no Reliſh for plain 


Kn 
« of Health, but to * the Duties of yout 
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Wr of this Profeſſion muſt alſo be very mode- 
rate in the Enjoyment of thoſe other good Things 


ed —— — Hyd 


DRESs, and CLOA THING. ---- When People 
ſee a Clergyman labouring and toiling among a 
Squadron of Diſhes, grunting under the Load and 
Repletion of the ſtrongeſt Meats, panting almoſt 
in vain for Breath, but quite in vain for Thought, 
and reminded only of his Exiſtence by the unſ 
voury Returns of an Otto, what Good can they 
expect from ſuch inglorious Work ? 


Wuar Life in all that ample Body, ſay, 
What heavenly Particle inſpires the Clay ? 


DIS TEM ERS, of all Complections, are the 
juſt Rewards of ſuch a Senſualiſt, the never- failing 
Trophies of ſuch a CULINARY DIVINE, who 
eats according to the Laws of ſome eminent Epi- 


Beef 


* i 
Beef and Pudding, but muſt have his fricaſſeed 
Frogs and his Ortalans. The Calamity would not 
be ſo great, if the Offspring of ſuch a Compound 
piece of Clay were no Sufferers ; but his Children 
are commonly a Race of pale-faced, ſpindle- 
ſhank'd LILLIPVUTIANS, to ſee the moſt vis 
gorous of whom it would make one*s Heart ach. 


A ſingle Regiment would put Fifty Thouſand 
of them to Flight. 


THERE 1s alſo a Decency and Moderation to 
be obſerv d in our Attire, Dreſs, and Cloathing.---- 
A Gentleman in a Gown and Caſſock muſt be a 
little Soul who converſes no higher than a Loo x- 
inc-GLass, EssENOESs, and PERVUEK ES, and 
a fantaſtick Dreſs; he may help to make up the 
Shew of the World, who flutters about with a 
frizzled Head-piece, is ſleek with Perfumes, and 
ſhines in flowing Robes of Paduaſoy, but muſt not 
be reckon'd among the rational Inhabitants of it. 


LET the voluptuous, the fantaſtick, and the 
finical, be as extravagant as they pleaſe ; they muſt, 
H at 
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at the ame Time, diſcover their Inconſiſteney, 
and live in Contradiction to that Principle, on which 
in the Pulpit they pretend to ground their higheſt 
Entertainment, when in paſſionate Strains they 
prrach up the Beauty and Charms of an abſtemious 
Life, and Temperance in Attire. This I would 
call the LzyRosyY of ELoqQu ENCE ; for, un- 
doubtedly, ſueh Leproſies are the worſt of any. 
I would adviſe ſuch leprous OR AT ORS to ac- 


cuſtom themſelves a little to the Exerciſe of 
SzrTr-Disszcrro, and to afford themſelves 
a little Time to think In private, for their own 
particular Benefit and Uſe, 


Et vere Numeroſque Modeſque edicere Vitæ, 


and not be ſo often retir*d as they are, and yet 
never be by themſelves. 


Ir muſt be confeſs'd, indeed, that few Things 
make a Man appear more deſpicable, or more pre- 
judice his Hearers againſt what he is going to of 
| fer, than an aukward or -pitiful Dreſs ; inſomuch 


me wk Ca a. 
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that I fancy, had TILL V himſelf pronounced 
one of his Orations in tatter d Robes, more Peo- 
ple would have fneer' d at his Dreſs, than have ad- 
mir'd h ad 


NIX habet Ko PEATAS durius in ſe, 

Quam qued. ridiculos Homines facit —— 
Quid quod Materiam præbet Cauſaſque Jocorum 
Omnibus hie idem? fi fæda et ſciſſa Lacerna; 

Si Toga ſordidula eſt, et rupta Calceus alter 

Pelle patet, vel ſi conſuto Vulnere craſſum 


Atque recens Linam oſtendit non una Cicatrix. 
0.1 v. SAry g. 


— 


WANT 
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Allo baud ſecus quam wenerabundi intuebantur Homines 
CictroONnBEM in Foro concionantem, prater Ornatum Habi- © 
tumque humano auguftiorem, Majeſtate eti am, guam Vultus 
Ge Oris pre 45 ferebat, fimillimum DE O Eloquentie. 

Liv. Hiſt, Vol. 4. L. 5. 


Men beheld C1 CER 0. at 1 were w with a eral Awe, | 
haranguing in the For vw, dreſs'd and adorn'd in a Man- 


ner more magnificent than human, nay, perfedly reſembling 
the G op of Eloquence in the ayful M and Gravity of 
his Looks and Countenance. 


\ 


N 
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War is the Scorn of every wealthy Fool, 

And Wit in Rags is turn'd to Ridicule. 

The Rich have ftill a Gibe in Store, 

And will be monſtrous witty on the Poor; 

For the torn SUR TOUT, and the tatter'd Veſt, 

The Wretch and all bis Wardrobe are a Feſt: 

The greaſy Go wn, ſully'd with often turning, 

Gives a good Hint to ſay the Man's in Mourning , 

Or, if the Snot be ript, or PATCH is put, 

He's wounded ! See the Plaiſter on his Foot. 
DRsp. 


Wx muſt likewiſe, DE AR SIR, be extreamly 
delicate in our Choice of Drvzzs:on s; we muſt 
often tread in the rugged Tract even when there 
is little Occafion for it; DES IRE muſt be fre- 
quently confin'd within the Circle preſcrib'd by 
Cus ron only, when there would be really no 
Harm with Decency to indulge it. For, tho' in 
the very Road to Virtue, there are ſeveral Pr 1M- 
ROSE-PATHS, (to uſe the Expreſſion of Lax RTES 
in SHAKESPEARE) Which may invite the Step, 
without leading abſolutely out of the Road itſelf, 

or 


or 


Ol 
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or offering any indecent Proſpect to the View; 
yet the World expects a CLEROGYMAN ſhould 
tread the direct Road, without going to the Right 
or Left, for fear he ſhould wander too far, or trip 
in the Circumflex, 


ALTHOUGH a Fondneſs for the Entertain- 
ments of the STAGE is the prevailing Temper of 
the Age we live in, yet it would but ill become 
us to give any Encouragement to them. For the 
falſe Notions 'of Honour there propagated, the 
agreeable Shade which is caſt over unlawful Love, 
and the Ridicule and Contempt with which all Se- 
tiouſneſs and Religion is generally treated, makes 
me think it too dangerous for the young, and un- 
becoming the old. The Gay, the Polite, and the 
Witty, may perhaps run the Rigg upon us, the 
Toupees may laugh -at us, and the Ladies frown 
upon us, if we do not make a Party with them to 
the Play-houſe, but we muſt; not regard that. I 
am, indeed, aſham'd to tell you, that a Man may 
read the Comenizs of the ancient HEAT HENSE» 
vith leſs Offence to his Modeſty and Virtue, than 

_ thoſe 
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thoſe of modern Cur: $T1ANS. A vicious Sen» 
timent in a theatrical Performance at ATHzws 


would have coſt the Poet his Liberty or Life. 
When Eur1P1Dzs made one of his Actors ſay, 
----< Riches are the ſupreme Good, and with 
« Reaſon excite the Admiration of Gods and 
« Men ;”-----the whole Theatre roſe upon him, 
and he had been baniſhed immediately, if he had 
not defired Patience till the End of the Play, where 
the Speaker of this Sentence periſhes miſerably. 
Were the. Stage under- proper Regulations, it 
would be a rational and agreeable Entertairnent, 
and I cannot ſee why a Clergyman, as well as ano- 
ther Perſon, might not then go to a Play; it 
mig ht then as much help, as it now hinders the 
the Cauſe of VIX Tux. 


W x muſt never frequent GAM IN o -Hovsrs, 
to play at BILLIARDS, &c. but fly from the 
Infection of them with Horror; tis reully my 
Opinion, that this ſingle Deptavity puts Thouſands 
of People in the Kingdom to greater Expence, 


hes —v— ons Hot 2X 


than would maintain the S 1 r Hs in all their 
Glory. — 'T 


GAMING was fo much diſeſteem'd among, 
the' greateſt of Men formerly, that the King of 
PARTHIA is reported to have ſent a Bale of 


golden Dice to DEMETRIUS, on Purpoſe tb 
upbraid his Inconſtancy. And Cop1Lon, the 


LaCEDEMONIAN, being ſent to Cox IN r E for 


obtaining a mutual League and Friendſhip between 
thoſe two Cities, when he ſaw the Captains and 
Senators of CO RIN N R playing at Dice, returned 


without doing any Thing; ſaying, that he would 
not ſo much as tarniſh the Glory of the Sya R- 


1A8s, as that it ſhould be ſaid, they had made 


a League with GAMESTERS. 


I am far from being an Enemy to the Enter- 


tainment of a Cox oERT; I even think Muſick 


a Science peculiarly neceſſary amongſt us, to ſoften 
our rugged Genius, to prepare the Way to Polite- 
neſs and Good-breeding. In Ho R we read 
of a HARPER to whom, ALcinots and 
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may become a Dupe to Sounds, to the Prejudice 


bilerate Religion, yet I would, by no Means, en- 


i r IG 
ULysszs willingly lent their Ears. In VrI. 
G1L, JoPas both ſings and plays, while DI o 
and Znzt as give Attention. Such is the Force 
of Muſick, that Ox Hus aſſuaged the Tem- 
peſt of the Ax Os with a Song; and, if 
there be any Authority in FAB LES, we find that 
tho* Ax us had his Head guarded with a 
hundred Eyes, yet they were all charm'd aſleep 
with the Sound of one fingle PE. 


Muſick has Charms to ſoothe and tame the horrid Savage: 
Rocks and Deſarts are reſpondent to the Voice. 
C1ctro's Orat. for Ax calas. 


But even this Taſte for muſical Diverſions a Man 
may encourage with too great Profuſion, and he 


of his Underſtanding. 
Tro*'I am for taking the higheſt Care to ex- 
courage your going to dance, Sc. at Ass EU- 


BLIES, Dancing may be a very neceſſary Qua- 
lification 


LETTER! I. 6; 
ſification for Youth, as it gives a Perſon a genteel | 
Carriage, and an eaſy graceful Behaviour; but I 
don't know of any Buſineſs a Gentleman in Holy 


Orders has with it. When Cy Rus the GREAT 
demanded the Advice of his Counſellors about 


the beſt Method of keeping a Nation which he had 


conquer'd in Subjection, he was advis'd to let 
SINGERS and DAN eERS be introduced a- 
mongſt them, and let their Youth be brought up 
in learning the Lu r E, and they would ſoon 
languiſh into Foppery and Effeminacy, and loſe 
all Senſe of Liberty. This will always be the 
Caſe whenever, like the“ Lyp1ans, we be- 


I come 


* Far unlike in Manners to the Garexs 
Appear the Ly dia xs. Wantonneſs and Sport 
Were all their Care. Beſide CA 1s TE R's Stream, 
Or ſmooth MeanDpe R winding ſilent by, 

Or near PacToLvus' Wave among the Vines 
Of TMoLv 5s riſing, or the wealthy Tide 
Of golden-ſanded HER mu s they allure 
The Sight enchanted with the graceful Dance, 
Or with melodious Sweetneſs charm the Ear, 
And melt to ſofteſt Languiſhment the Soul. 
. Grover's LON IDA s, bib. 3. 
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come a Nation of Bel Eſprits, and the warbling 
Gullet of a FaRANELL1, or the lulling Pipe 
of a T Lycis, ſhall be more admired than the 
manly Eloquence ofa f Hu T TON, a $Dxrvuu- 
MOND, OoraſjToTTIiE. 


CavTIOVSNESS and Circumſpection in our 


taking a GLass at a Tavern, or at our own 


Houſes, is a Duty which is alſo more particularly 
incumbent upon us of the CIE x 6 v;---'Tis true, 
our SAVIOUR exhorts us to CHEARPFULNESS 
and Goor' Humovus, in the ſtrongeſt Man- 
ner, and under the moſt familiar and pleaſant 


Images: 


+ — - HE was {kill'd 

To tune the lulling FL vr E, and melt the Heart; 

Or with his PI Es awak' ning Strains invite 

The lovely Dames of Lyp1a to the Dance: 

They graceful o'er the verdant Level mov d 

In varied Meaſures, while the cooling Breeze 

Beneath their ſwelling Garments wanton'd o'er 
: Their ſnowy Breaſts, and ſmooth Cars TE Rr's Wave 
© Soft- gliding murmur'd by, 


Lzonioas, lib. 5. 


t Archbiſhop of Yorx. 5 Biſhop of ST As Ar. 
| Prebendary of WorcEesTER, 


1 
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Images : Even the firſt M1RzacLz he ever 
wrou ght, carries with it a certain agreeable Fe- 
ſtivity and Alacrity. And old NzsTor in 
HoMER, as ſage a Soul as he was, could take a 
cherruping Glaſs, and be very merry : 


Nt roger I Ux f iaxn Tworts Tie ung. 


Which Avusonius tranſlates, F OY 


Concuſſit quamvis potantem NzsToOR A Clamor. 


But we may ſometimes, by our imprudent Free- 


doms, betray weaker Chriſtians into real Sin; 
they, for Inſtance, by keeping the ſame Com- 
pany, or the ſame Hours, which we do, may act 


very wickedly ; for *tis not to be ſuppoſed, that 


they ſhould have ſo much Metaphyſicks as to di- 


ſtinguiſh between an unſeaſonable Sitting for Diſ- 
courſe-ſake, or for Drink. We muſt therefore 
abridge ourſelves of many little Liberties which 
other Men lawtully take, both in our Words and 
Behaviour in Company. We muſt avoid not only 
Guilt, but Scandal too; becauſe Scandal may do 
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as much Miſchief in our Profeſſion as Guilt, and 
Men will be as far from imitating our Practice, or 
practiſing our Doctrines, if they believe us to be 
immoral, as if we were really ſo. We muſt at- 
temper our Diſcourſe over a GLass with a de- 


cent Chearfulneſs, and, as it were, a pleaſant un- 
affected Seriouſneſs. For by this we may even 
then, probably, obtain the Converſion of ſome 


miſ-guided Perſons, who are averſe to our Com- 
munion only for the general Neglect of this ; or, 
at leaſt, we ſhall gain their better Opinion, and 
we ourſelves ſhall not be the worſe Men for it. 
I confeſs, the wicked Hypocriſy of thoſe pretended 
godly Miniſters in CROMWEILI's Days, that 
were carrying on Rebellion and Sacrilege with | 
ſo much ſanctimonious Preciſeneſs, has entailed 
ſuch a laſting Scandal upon the outward Form of 
GoDLrtNness, as hath made good Men ever 
 fince very cautious of uſing it; but, in Oppoſition 
to them, we have, perhaps, carried the Point too 
far on the other Side, we have given them Occa- 
on to cenſure ſome of our Fuzrpous, as we 


have done their Px E cisEnNzss, Very worthy . 
of 


nnn n 


of our Attention is the Behaviour of AR 18 T1 p- 
pus. ARISTIPPUS wore neither the formal 
Beard, nor the ſour ſevere Aſpect of an I'n- 
$TRUCTOR, but mingling himſelf in all Com- 
panies, artfully pick*d Occaſions, as if by Chance, 
to rectify an Error, or prevent a Vice; by this 
Means, his Virtue became the Faſhion, and Men 
were reformed” from Vice, while they thought 
they were only growing polite. 


BecaAvSE tis always expected, Dzar SIR, 
nat Men of a liberal Education ſhould be no 
Strangers to GOOD BREEZDINo, we muſt, by 
no Means, neglect the Culture of that ſocial Vir- 
tue. -A VIRTUE that has all the Heightening 
of Embelliſhment and Gracefulneſs: Tis Bene- 
volence brought into Action with all the Aſſem- 
blage of Propriety and Excellence : * Tis the Friend 
of Society, and the Poliſh of Science : It regulates 
Life and Conduct, refines upon Happineſs, en- 
larges the Circle of Enjoyment, and is the Im- 
provement of Pleaſure: It obliges us to behave 
with Decency and Elegance, and quickens our At- 
tention 


——— o—ͤ— — — —— — — 


r 

tention to the good Qualities of others. Co u- 
PLAISANCE is, indeed, its Reſemblance; but 
only as a SHA DO wis of a SUBSTANCE. It is 
only the Varniſh, the Maſque of it. Good 
BREEDINO is the real Ornament of the Soul, 


made viſible and ſet in the faireſt Point of Light. 
Our modern Complaiſance, like falſe WIr, has 


ſomething glaring in it which ſtrikes the Injudici- 


ous with a kind of Admiration ; but, like falſe 
WIr, has no other Effect on People of Senſe 
than to produce Ridicule and Contempt. 


TE Deſign of Schools, the Ufe of U x. 
VERSITIESs, the Benefit of Co N vE RSATION, 
ſhould all, in ſome Meaſure, centre in this great 
Point GOOD BrxttpinG. No one can be 
properly call'd a Gentleman, who has not made 
Uſe of every Opportunity to enrich his own Ca- 


pacity, and ſettle the Elements of good Behaviour, 
which he may improve at Leiſure. There are 
Numbers of Perſons of our Profeſſion, who may 


juſtly claim Repuration for a ſingle Excellence, 


that in all others are defective and inconſiderable, 
for 


F . 7 
for the Want of this general Accompliſhment. 
A Variety of Incidents agree to make the Want of 
it very common. Bad Principles of Education 
when at ScHxooL an ill Choice of Acquaintance 
at entering into the Univers1ITyY; the unhappy 
Bluntneſs of TuToRs who undertake to inform 
us, and an untoward Diſpoſition of our own. But 
the Frequency or Confirmation of an Evil, ſhould 
never diſcourage us from endeavouring to ſur- | 
mount it; and if it is grown quite deſperate, 
there is the more Neceſſity for oppoſing it with 
the greater Vigour. I muſt own, that little Od- 
dities and Singularities of Behaviour in a Gentle- 
man of a liberal Education, whoſe Mind is very 
much accuſtom'd to a Habit of Study and 
Thoughtfulneſs, may be ſometimes excuſed with 
Candour and Indulgence z; they may be only like 
Spots, perhaps, in the Su x, or Aſperities in a 
DIAMOND; or may be as MoLzs and D1MPLEs, 
which hinder not a Face from being beautiful, tho* 
that Beauty be not regular; or of the Number of 
thoſe amiable Imperfections which we ſee in the 

8 FAIR 
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FaiRSExX, and which we paſs over without 3 


ſtrict Examination, when they are accompanied 
with greater Graces. 


THERE is another Particular, 'in my Opinion, 
Dzar SIR, of no ſmall Conſequence to the Sup- 
port of our Character, and that is, to retain in our 
Memory our poor KinDReED and RELaTIONs, 
tho* never ſo remote; for nothing is more unbe- 
coming a Clergyman than a Forgetfulneſs either of 
his poor Friends or his Parents, which is always 


imputed to an affected, diſdainful Superiority and 


Pride. 


A GENTLEMAN who was on the Road of 


ALG1itrs ſome Years ago, was an Eye and Ear 


Witneſs of the following Story.----One Day as 


ſome Chriſtian Captives, who had been ranſom'd, 


were going to be diſcharg'd, the Town-Cruizers 


brought in a Swediſb Veſſel; one of them hearing 
it was of that Nation, and being from thence him- 
ſelf, was very deſirous to ſee the Crew, when, to 


his great Surprize, he ſaw his own Father (who 


Was 


\ 
| 
| 
( 
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was Maſter of the Ship) in Company; the Son 
knew the Father, but the Father (who had loſt 
him when a Youth many Years) knew not the 
Son, having given him up as dead long before, 
not hearing any thing of him. The Son ſoon 
made himſelf known to the Father, who em- 
braced him with great Fendernefs ; but their Un- 
happineſs to meet in that Place was grievous to 
them both. The young Man addreſs'd himſelf 
to his Father in this Manner: ---- 4 The Slavery 
« you are going into wilt be inſupportable to you, 
and ſoon put an End to your Life, the Thoughts 
of which is Death to me; J have been here a 
« great many Years, and know the Country, . the 
People, and their Work; if they will accept of 
eme in your Room, k wilt go back into Slavery, 
* and you ſhall go Home again; I know, if it 
« ſhould pleaſe God to enable you, I ſhall be re- 
« deem'd; if not, Gop's Will be done.“ The 
Moors readily accepted the Exchange; ſo the Fa- 
ther returned Home, and the Son back in his 
Sad into Slavery. 
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| Glo, the San of Hizap, King of 
SYRACUSE, (who, after living upwards of Fifty 
Years, died before his Father) from a Moderation 
and Affection very uncommon among Men, choſe 
rather to want his Kingdom for x v tn than be de. 
priv'd of his Father, whom he honour'd with a 
ſtrict Duty and Obedience to the laſt Minute of 
his Life. f EY: 


JUSTIN, in his Hiſtory, gives us a Deſcrip- 
tion of Filial and Parental Affection, which is ex. 
tremely moving and pathetick. *Tis that Part 
where he is ſpeaking of the approaching Death of 
AGATHOCLES, the Sicilian. Tyrant, and of his 
Wife and Children going into Exile. 


Diſcedentes parvuli, flebili Ululatu amplexi Pairem 
tenebant. Ex altera Parte Uxor Maritum non 
amplius viſura, Oſculis fatigabat. Nec minus Senis 


Lacryme. miſerabiles erant. Flebant hi morienten 
Patrem; ille Exules Liberos : hi Diſceſſu ſus Soli- 


| tudinem Patris, ægri Senis; il le in Spem Regni re- 


lingui 
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lingui in Egeſtate lugebat. Inter hæc Regia omnis 
gſſiſtentium Fletibus tam crudelis Diſcidii impleta, 


reſonabat. 
JosrT, Hiſt. L. 23. 


Jos E Rn's affectionate Behaviour to his BR E- 
THREN, as it is related in Holy Writ, after the 
Death of his F ather Ja ACOB, is attended with 
cyery Circumſtance of FR ATER NAL L OVE and 
Regard, and deſerves c our moſt ſerious Conſide., 


ration. 


AND when JostPen's Brethren ſaw that 
* their Father was dead, they ſaid, Jos ERH will 


« peradventure hate us, and will certainly requite 
« us all the Evil which we did unto him.----And 
they ſent Meſſengers unto Jos EY R, ſaying, 
« Thy F ather did command before he died, ſay- 
„ing, So ſhall ye ſay unto Jos E N, Forgive 
« 1 pray thee now, the Treſpaſs of thy Brethren, 
and their Sin; for they did unto thee Evil: 
« and now, we pray thee, forgive the Treſpaſs of 
« the Servants of the G o Þ of thy Father. And 

: wb |. 
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ce Jos rn wept when they pale unto him. 
&< And his Brethren alſo went and fell down be- 
< fore his Face: and they ſaid, Behold we be thy 
* Servants.----And Jos En ſaid unto them, Fear 
< not: for am I in the Place of G o Þ ?----But as 
for you, ye thought Evil againſt me; but 
* Gop meant it unto good, to bring to paſs, as 
& it is this Day, to fave much People alive.---. 
Now therefore fear ye not: I will nouriſh 


* You, and your LITTLE OnEs. | And he 
« comforted them, and ſpake kindly unto them“. 


I am, 
Dz ar Sis, 
Yours, &c. 


* 


ba Gen, I, 15, to 21; 
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DERAR SIR, 


NOTH ER Virtue, which we are par- 
ticularly obliged to practiſe, is C A- 
RITY.----We know the Ap OS TIE 
recommended Charity as the Principal of all 
Chriſtian Virtues, the Top and Height of our Re- 
ligion; he prefers it not only before FAI TH and 
Hope, but even ſets it beyond MARTVYVRDOM 
ielf.—4 If 1 give my Body to be burnt, and have 
4% not Charity, c.“ We therefore that are the 
Preachers of Righteouſneſs, and the Propagators 

| of 
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of this bleſſed Religion, muſt be eminently cha- 
ritable in our Cenſures of other Men; ve muſt 


hope all Things of them, believe the beſt, not 


miſtruſt worſe than does plainly appear, excuſe as 


far as poſſible their Failures, and draw a Veil over 


their Infirmities we are conſcious of, that they may 
not be eſpied by others. If there ſhould be any 
ſo uncharitable as, without Reaſon, to cenſure our 
Behaviour, ſo as to endeavour to leſſen us in the 
Opinion of our Pariſhioners, we muſt remember 
that Scandal never fails to recoil with double Force 
on the Authors, *tis a noxious, but tranſitory Va- 
pour, which vaniſhes at the firſt Appearance of 
Light ; we muſt reprove them gently, but not uſe 
them with Inhumanity; and ſhould they ſtill keep 
pecking at us, it will not be worth our while to 
inflict any heavy eccleſiaſtical Cenſure upon them, 
Sp1 irs ie RT-OrFFICERS, like'knaviſh 
PHVYSICIANs, ſeek Employment enough for 
themſelves, and would be glad to ſee every Pariſh 
in a Dioceſe always diſeas*d, that Men might ap- 
ply to them for Cure. Beſides, our Enemies may 


be ſuch, that they may not deſerve our Concern, 
ſo 
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{> as to feel the Weight of our Indignation, and 
the Vengeance of a Spiritual Court. 

A MtercnanrT, who reſided - ſometimes at 
BEN COLE N, bought a tame ELEYHAN x there, 
whom he ſuffer'd to go at large. This Animal 
uſed to walk about the Streets, in as civil and fa- 
miliar a Manner as any of the Inhabitants, and won- 
derfully delighted himſelf in viſiting the Shops; 
particularly thoſe which ſold Herbs and Fruit, 
where he was always well receiv'd, excepting only 
by a Couple of brutal Coblers, who dwelt in that 
Quarter. Theſe Fellows, without any Reaſon, 
took Offence at the generous Creature, and had 
once or twice attempted to wound his PROBOSC1S 
with their Awls. The noble Animal, who knew 
it was beneath him to cruſh them, did not diſdain 
to chaſtiſe them. He filPd his large Muſcular 
Trunk with a conſiderable Quantity of Water, not 
the cleaneſt, and advancing to them, as uſual, 
cover'd them at once with a dirty Flood. The 
Fools were laugh'd at, and the Vengeance ap- 


plauded, 
A 
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A Nos MASsTI yr, being once attack d 
by a Parcel of little yelping Curs, and ſcorning to 
encounter ſuch Reptiles, contented himſelf with 
p----fling upon them, as they crept at his Heels, 


W1s x Men have upon all Occaſions treated Slan- 
derers with Contempt: Dioarnes hearing a 
vociferous Aſſaſſin of Characters exclaming againſ 
PLarTo, and charging him with a Thoufand 
Faults, told him with great Spirit and Jyſineſs, 
<«« S1R, your Make is all thrown away; you will 
no more be believed in ſpeaking Evil of him, 
„than I ſhould be, if I ſpoke Good of you.” 
And PELOPID As made a very proper Anſwer to 
ſome who, to curry Favour with him, unpeach'd 
certain brave Soldiers of having ſpoke diſreſpec- 
tively of him behind his Back: It may be, ſad 
<< he; but you will give me Leave to act according 
eto the beſt Evidence I have; as for their Actions, 
I have been Eye-Witneſs of them; and, as to 
«© their Words, I have only heard what you, have 
been pleaſed to tell me.“ 


r 


We mult retain kind and eaſy Thoughts of 
thoſe, my Friend, who differ in Judgment from 
us, eſpecially upon the Score of Religion, to think, 
as far as may be, that they do it upon unfeign'd 
Conviction of Conſcience, and for the Sake Go p's 
Glory; but however, we muſt have a very great 
Care of unchurching whole Countries and Nations 
by the Blaſt of one cholerick Expreſſion, ---- Nor 
are we only obliged to this MENTAL CHariTyY 
which will coſt us nothing, but to be alſo liberally 
charitable, and bountiful of thoſe good Things 
God has bleſs'd us with: Of which there are two 
principal Branches, Hos pITALIT V and ALMs. 
The Apoſtle does in two Places recommend 
HosPITALITY to the CLEROY I TIM. iii. 2. 
and TI us i. 8. in that early Time of the Church 
when the Revenues were ſo miſerably ſmall, and 
therefore undoubtedly *tis a Duty much more in- 
cumbent upon us in theſe Ages, when we are more 
amply provided for. This has been always looked 
upon by the HEaTHENS as a moſt generous 
Virtue, and the Want of it a Note of Barbarity. 


1. AxYLUS 
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AxYLvus, hoſpitable, rich, and gocd, 

Near fair Ax 18 B a's Walls (his native Place) 
He held a Seat, a Friend to human Race. 

Faſt by the Road, his ever open Door 

Oblig'd the WeaLTHY, and reliev'd the Poor, 


Ho M. I. vi. v. 16. 


In Homr R's Odyſſ. I. xv. v. 8 1. there is an 
admirable Rule to be obſerv'd in the Practice of 


Hos pITALITVLV ----- 


ALIKE be thwarts the hoſpitable End, 

Wu o drives the free, or ſtays the haſty Friend: 
Tru? Friendſbip's Laws are by this Rule expreſt, 
Welcome the coming, ſpeed the parting Gueſs. 


TRA Doors of the noble Roman Po pLIcOIA 
were always open'd on the Outſide to fave the 
People the common Civility of aſking Entrance; 
where all were equally admitted; where nothing 
that was reaſonable was denied; where even Miſ- 
fortune was a powerful Recommendation ; nay, 

I 


FR 


] may add, where Want itſelf was a powerful Me- 
diator, and next to Merit. 


To ſtrike a friendleſs or helpleſs Perſon, the 
Stranger, the Poor and Needy, was reckon'd a 
cruel and barbarous Action in Home 's Days. 
When ULyssEs, in the Diſguiſe of a Beggar, 
was ſtruck by ArxTinovs, the other Suiters 


(tho* repreſented as profligate Perſons) are ſhock'd 


Ill fits the Stranger and the Poor to wound, 
Unbleft thy Hand] If in this low Diſguiſe 
Wanders, perhaps, ſome Inmate of the Skies: 

They (curious oft of mortal Afﬀtons) deign 
In Forms, like theſe, to round the Earth and Main, 
Juſt and Unjuſt recording in their Mind. | 

Hom. Odyſſ. I. 17. v. 575. 


o 


—— — ASESAESS nuns The G ODS xevere; 
T HE PoOR and Stranger are their peculiar Care ; 
To Jo VR their Cauſe, and their Revenge, belongs, 
He wanders with them, and be feels their Wrongs. 
H am. Odyſſ. I. 9. v. 321. 
Tat 
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TAE Uſe of Hos pTfTAL IT formerly was 
to entertain chiefly Travellers upon the Road be- 
fore the World was generally provided with Houſes 
of publick Entertainment; but ſince its Office is 
to accommodate Perſons of a lower Rank with 
more grateful Proviſion than their Fortunes can 
attain to, to afford a free Recourſe to decayed Per- 
ſons to eat with us, whoſe Condition 1s not ſo ab- 
ject as to take up with a formal Arms; and 
with the Remainder of our ample Proviſions to 
let the Poor have a convenient Suſtenance. 
There are likewiſe ſeveral Canons of the 
Cuuxqœ to enforce this LiBERALITY ; but 
generally our LIBERAL EDUCATION make 
us very ſeldom defective this Way, unleſs it be 
ſome few of our Order that are ſunk to the loweſt 
Degree of Baſeneſs, whom neither G o p*s Word, 
nor Shame, nor the Contempt of all good Men, 


can work upon, 


WE muſt likewiſe, to our Abilities, be chari- 
table to the Po o R, and this is our Duty to do in 
common with other Chriſtians; but then we have 

higher 


nnr 35 


higher Obligations to it, becauſe we muſt recom- 
mend the Doctrines we preach more effectually by 
our EXAMPLE, but chiefly becauſe the Endow- 
ments of the CHR cn do, in ſome Meaſure, be- 
long to the Po o x, and for ſome Ages of Chriſtia- 
nity the Poor had a Foux TH Parr to their 
Share of the E GLESIASTICAL Revenve. 


TRE Pook are, as it were, the OR HANS 
of Heaven, they have a Demand on us, as 
well as others, for the Neceſſaries of Life; and 
beſides, there is an Authority due to Diſtreſs z and 
as none of human Race is above the Reach of 
Sorrow, ſo. none ſhould be above hearing the 
Voice of it. The Heathen Poet, in commending 


the Charity of Dio to the Trojans, ſpoke 
like a Chriſtian : 


Non ignara Mali, miſeris ſuccurrere diſco. 


When ſharp Miſery, to uſe an Expreſſion of the 
divine SHAKESPEARE'S, has worn a Man to 


the Bone; when his Eyes have loſt all their Spirit; 
when 
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TAE Uſe of Hos pITATLIT Y formerly was 
to entertain chiefly Travellers upon the Road be- 
fore the World was generally provided with Houſes 
of publick Entertainment; but ſince its Office is 
to accommodate Perſons of a lower Rank with 
more grateful Proviſion than their Fortunes can 
attain to, to afford a free Recourſe to decayed Per- 
ſons to eat with us, whoſe Condition is not ſo ab- 
ject as to take up with a formal Arms; and 
with the Remainder of our ample Proviſions to 
let the Poor have a convenient Suſtenance. 
There are likewiſe ſeveral Canons of the 
Cuvurcn to enforce this LiBERALITY but 
generally our LIBERAL EDU SAT ION makes 
us very ſeldom defective this Way, unleſs it be 
ſome few of our Order that are ſunk to the loweſt 
Degree of Baſeneſs, whom neither Go p's Word, 
nor Shame, nor the Contempt of all good Men, 
can work upon. 


We muſt likewiſe, to our Abilities, be chari- 
table to the Po o R, and this is our Duty to do in 


common with other Chriſtians; but then we have 


higher 


higher Obligations to it, becauſe we muſt recom- 
mend the Doctrines we preach more effectually by 
our EXAMPLE, but chiefly becauſe the Endow- 
ments of the CHR C do, in ſome Meaſure, be- 


long to the Po o x, and for ſome Ages of Chriſtia- 
nity the Poor had a FouR TH PART to their 
Share of the EC LESIASTICAL Revenve. 


TRE Pook are, as it were, the OR PHHANS 
of HEAVEN, they have a Demand on us, as 
well as others, for the Neceſſaries of Life; and 
beſides, there is an Authority due to Diſtreſs; and 


as none of human Race is above the Reach of 


Sorrow, ſo. none ſhould be above hearing the 
Voice of it. The Heathen Poet, in commending 


the Charity of Di po to the TRoJans, re 
like a Chriſtian : 


Non ignara Mali, miſeris ſuccurrere diſco. 


When ſharp Miſery, to uſe an Expreſſion of the 
divine SHAKESPEARE's, has worn a Man to 


the Bone; when his Eyes have loſt all their Spirit; 


when 
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when his Hair and Beard is become wild and ne- 
glected, and every Muſcle of his Face expreſſive 
of Famine and Deſpair; when he is ſo depreſſed 
by Calamities, as not to be able to look upwards, 
or hope for Comfort, nay, unwilling to receive it, 
as if ſo painful a Being was not worth preſerving, 
and Death the only Relief that was truly to be 
wiſh'd for; every generous Heart muſt bleed, 
methinks, that Hu MAN IT ſhould be liable to 
ſo much Woe and Wretchedneſs. And there are 
in the World Perſons of ſuch great Merit, ſuch 
fine Qualities, reduced to this melancholy Circum- 
ſtance, by ſuch a Series of ſtrange Accidents, that 
one would think they were left by Prov1- 
DENCE on Purpoſe for Objects, on which the 
Sox of Fox TUNE ſhould exerciſe his Huma- 
nity and Virtue. And, believe me, in ſerving any 
of theſe poor unhappy People, we would find a 
more ſenſible Pleaſure, than can poſſibly ariſe from 
all the monied Bliſs of Bags and Coffers, the Splen- 


dour of Equipage, or the Exceſs of the Epicure's 
Table. | 


[THERE 
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THERE are ſome Perſons, indeed, who rather 
chuſe to fatten as Vagrants, than ſweet away their 
Lives in honeſt Labour and Induſtry ; and there 
are others with artificial Sores, and artificial Legs, 
who counterfeit the Dreſs and Guiſe of Wretched- 
neſs ſo well, that no Painter can help them to a 
Circumſtance which can heighten the Image ; bur 
theſe have no Right to our Charity, they are worth 
no Body's Notice but the Legiſlature's ; and as, 
I think, they are a publick Nuiſance, Mankind 
has a ſort of Demand on every Magiſtrate to have 
It remov'd out of the Way. But he muſt be of a 
ſavage Nature, that would turn ſuch Objects of 
Commileration away with Contempt, who have 
the ſtrongeſt Claim for Compaſſion and Aſſiſtance ; 
ſuch as thoſe who are unable to ſupport themſelves 
by any Buſineſs or Employment; ſuch as thoſe, 
whoſe natural Pride and Modeſty will not ſuffer 
them to complain, who pine in ſecret, without a 
Chance for Relief, without a Friend to aſſiſt them, 
or the moſt diſtant Hope of better Days, who, 
perhaps, are forced to appear gay and ſmiling in 


the Midſt of Agony, and fit mournful Spectators 
| of 
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of the Profuſion of others in Trifles, which would 
be a comfortable Support and Happineſs to them 
ſuch as thoſe, who are compell'd to throw them- 
ſelves on the Mercy of their Fellow-Creatures, and 
truſt entirely to Providence for their Preſervation. 
Were there no Divine Command that enjoin*d us 
to look upon theſe as Perſons who had a natural 
Right to all we could ſpare, we ſhould beſide, I 
think, reckon it our higheſt Glory to make them 


eaſy. 


TAT Hiſtory of PRE Nu aſſures us, that their 
Incas eſteem'd, above all their Titles, that the 
higheſt, which call'd them Love xs of the Po ox: 
A Name more glorious than the F FIT x, Pius, 
and AucGusTvus of the Roman Emperors; 
which were Epithets of Flattery, deſerv*d by few 


of them, 


SoME of our polite Moderns have contracted 
ſuch a Reverſe of what we call URBAN ITV of 
civil Manners to the Poo, that to ſee or meet 


a Perſon in Diſtreſs is offenſive. The very Aſpect 
| of 
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of one in Need is a Diſturbance to them, and they 
are ſure always to hate at firſt Sight, This inhu- 
mane, barbarous, ſavage Temper, is the immediate 
Oppoſite to that noble Affection which the good 
EuMzusin Hou ER had for the Poor, and 
the helpleſs Stranger, 


My preſent Labours Food and Drink procure, 
And more the Pleaſure to relieve the Poor. 


Odyſi. 1. xv. v. 398. 


My Heart has learnt to glow 
For other*s Good, and melt at other's Woe. 
Odyſſ .1. xvii. v. 269. 


Tis mine with Food the Hungry to ſupply, 
And cloath the Naked from th* inclement Sky. 
Odyſſ .. xvi. v. 83. 


By Jov the Stranger and the Poor are ſent, 
And what to thoſe we give, to Jo VE is lent. 
Odyſſ .J. vi. v. 247. 
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AmonGs the unhappy Wretches that lie in 
| TRT ARS, VIRGIL places the, CovE Tous, 5 
who only brood over their Treaſures, Nec Par- 
tem poſuere ſuis, and give no Part of it to their 
Fellow - Creatures who ſtand in Need of it; adding 
likewiſe, that the Offenders this Way are the moſt 


numerous of any. 


Tu poor WI Dow mentioned in Holy Writ, 
threw her Mi r E into the TRREAS UR, indeed a 
ſmall Matter in itſelf, but her own Want made 1t 
a great Proof of her charitable Diſpoſition, re- 
trenching her own Subſiſtence, and the Neceſſaries 
of Life, to contribute to the Relief of the Neceſ- 
ſities of others. | 


How does St Pau magnify the CHaRiTy 
of the Churches of Mac £Donia? „Ina great 
« Trial of Affliction, the Abundance of their Joy 
and their deep Poverty abounded to the Riches 
of their LIBERALIT V. For to their Power 

| I 
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4] bear Record, yea, and beyond their Power, 
« they were willing of themſelves,” 


DR Hov cn, the late Biſhop of Woxc ESTER, 
was actuated by a ſecret celeſtial Influence to un- 
dervalue the ſplendid Incumbrances, the Over- 
flowings of CHURCH-REVENUES, to diffuſe 
Joy and Gladneſs thro* the tortur*d anxious Soul 
loaded with Affliction, to ſupport a falling Family, 
to give Encouragement to the diligent Hand, to 
preſerve the Portion of the helpleſs Orphan, and 
to raiſe the Head of the aged Widow, the mourn- 
ing Huſband, and the unhappy Stranger. The 
Lowlineſs, the Humanity, the Sweetneſs of Dr 
Hov 6 n's Temper, prompted him daily to exert 
ſome noble Inclination or other for the Service 
of his Fellow-Creatures, and made his Superiority 
in the Church not only a Bleſſing to Mankind, 
but alſo the Source of innumerable Satisfactions, 
an Ocean of Joys to himſelf. Such is the Ef- 
fulgence of the Reputation he has left behind 
him, ſo great the Dignity of his CHARITABLE 
CHARACTER, that it may challenge Time to con- 

; ſumo 
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ſume the Trophies it has rear d, while every Monu- 
ment erected by Art or Labour muſt yield to Age, 
and moulder into Duſt. 


Trvs much for the Morar Qu AT- 
CATIONS Which we of the Clergy are under an 
indiſpenſible Obligation to practiſe, if we would 
approve ourſelves unto Gop or our Hearers as 
eloquent Divines : How a Clergyman is to be qua- 
lified as to LEARNINO, Sc. or that he may be 
an able Speaker, or a WoR K MAN that needeth 
not be aſhamed, I ſhall point out to you in our fu- 
ture Correſpondence. 


J am, 


DE AR SIR, 


Tours, &c. 


LE T- 


L. AE TINA. 


D EAR SIR, 


SHALL now touch upon ſome general Qua- 
lifications which all that are of the Body of 
the Clergy, eſpecially in theſe Ages of Li- 

terature, ought to be furniſh'd with, And firſt, 

a moderate Skill in PHIL OSO Rx is requiſite in 


our Profeſſion. Loci cx, I think, is undeniably 


neceſſary for every one who pretends to Learning, 
and Skill in the Arrangement and Diſpoſition of 
his Sentiments or Ideas. And if we would become 
Maſters of fine Reaſoning, we mult not only ap- 


ply 
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ply ourſelves cloſely to the Study of Lock, 

but alſo take Care that the Ariſtotelian Authors 
we read be of the right ſort. This Country never 
produced a more modeſt, uſeful, or entertaining 
one to begin with, in my Opinion, than Dr 
WATTS. He ſteers to the Coaſts of this kind 
of Philoſophy with as much Caution, as if he was 
afraid of ſplitting upon the Rock of ſome unwar- 
rantable Deſire. And what I reckon is very much 
to his Praiſe, he never grows trifling, or troubles 
us with what is of no Importance; and has this 
Excellency beſide, which few Authors of this Rank 
have, he writes in a Manner that is very taking 
- and intelligible to young Gentlemen, and furniſhes 
them with all the neceſſary Materials for their 


Improvement. 


I nave always thought, that Loc ick would 
go down more glibly with moſt of our young 
Students, eſpecially in ſome Colleges, if they were 
not cramm'd ſo much with it. I am ſenſible it 
would ſuit more with their Inclinations, and they 


would not ſo often mutiny and declare War againft 


Ve- 
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venerable CRACK ENTHORY and BuRGESD1- 
cious. A Man who has a Genius, and whoſe 
Profeſſion ſhould lead him to the Study of Divi- 
nity, ſhould not, methinks, ſpend ſo much of his 
Time in Altercation, as they do, who grow grey 
almoſt in ſtudying the Wiles and Subtilties of it. 
But, as to this Matter, I reſign my Judgment, 
with entire Condeſcenſion, to my Superiors. I 
ſhall only add, that to me there appears to be a 
great Deal of Difference between the Practice of 
AR1$STOTLE and our modern Schoolmen. He, 
by the ſame mental Eye with which he took in the 
Power and Quality of every Object in Nature, 
likewiſe ſurvey*d the Properties of ELoQuence, 
which at the ſame Time had but a ſecond Place in 
his Eſteem; but the others, who are ſuch dear 
Lovers of Diſputation, dwell almoſt upon that 
ſingle Province; they want the Prudence and good 
Senſe of AR1sTOTLE, tho? in this ſingle Point, 
they out-do him in Practice and Application. 


Mx * Ocizvy in his Deſcription of PERSIA 
| tells 
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* Vide Oe1Lvr's Deſcription of As 1a, Cc. Fol. Edit. p. 60. 
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tells us, that the Pz Rs 1ans have all ARISTOTLE's 
Works tranſlated into AR AB 1 0 k, and call him 
Danja PIAL4A, that is, the Cup of the 
WorLD; for as we may uſe the Cup to refreſh 
ourſelves, | fo we may likewiſe to Inebriation ; fo 
according to their Opinion, we may uſe and miſ- 
uſe Philoſophy ; for they ſay, that ſtrong Liquor 
and Philoſophy make good Orators, but Exceſs 
of both makes wiſe Men Fools. 


A MODERATE Skill nETrrickxs and the 
vulgar ME TapPHYSICKsS, PHYSIOLOGY and 
the MATHEMATICKS, is alſo requiſite, DAR 
Six, in our Profeſſion.----MorartiTty gives 
a Rationale, a demonſtrative Rectitude or Pravity 
of the Virtues and Vices weare ſpeaking to, it adds 
a mighty Guſt eſpecially to thoſe of a philoſophical 
Palate, which a bare Scripture-Reaſoning has no 
Effect upon. The vulgar MzTaPpHYSICKS 
is eſſential to Divinity as *tis handled in later 
Ages; without ſome Portion of it, we cannot be 
able to diſpute, or write, or talk Divinity in pro- 
per Terms. PRHYSTIOLO OV and the MAT HE- 
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MATICKS ſeem. the moſt remote from our 
Profeſſion, and yet we may ſee of what Conſe- 
quence they are to Divinity from reading Mr 


BoyLE's LEcTUuREs. How ſtrong, how for- 
cible is Truth phyſically and mathematically de- 
monſtrated, how guarded and fortified is our Re- 
ligion on all Hands, how keen and poignant is 
every Argument, cutting and mauling the Adver- 
ſary, and driving him out of all his Entrench- 
ments? The moſt copious and ſolid, the moſt 
compact and nervous Preachers which this Nation 
ever had, were ſome of the Writers of theſe 
Lectures. 


THERE is alſo this Advantage ariſing from 
Phyſical and Mathematical Knowledge, (beſides 
that of clearing up a Man's Thoughts, and giving 
him a juſt Taſte of right and wrong Reaſoning) 
it makes the Human Mind generally ſenſible of its 
own Worth and Excellence, and perceive that tis 
intimately ally'd to that of the Divinity; which 
muſt afford it a raviſhing Satisfaction. The very 


Reflection upon the Power and Nature of GoD, 
N makes 


makes a good Man emulous of imitating his 
divine Perfections; neither does he think that he 
is placed here as an idle Spectator, when he obſerves 
the Dependance of the Parts of each Syſtem of 
the Creation, and of the ſeveral Syſtems upon one 
another, and how they all contribute to proclaim 
the Wiſdom of that AL MIGHTY BEING that 


gave them Exiſtence. 


H ow does ſuch a Genius as“ Dr HAL Es break 
forth from amidſt the Darkneſs that involves Hu- 
man Underſtanding ! He appears like one of ano- 
ther Species. The Plan of this habitable Globe 
lies open to him, he ſeems not unacquainted with 
the general Laws that govern it ; and while with 
the Tranſport of a Philoſopher, he beholds and 


admires the glorious Work, he is capable of 


paying at once a more devout and rational Ho- 


mage to his MAKER. His ExamyeLE, me- 
thinks, ſhould inſpire us with a generous Ambiti- 
on, ſhould engage us to endeavour to improve 


our 
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* Vicar of Farrington, in Hampſhire, &c. and Fellow of the 
Royal Society. 
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our Faculties, and to exerciſe them conformable 
to the Rank we now hold among reaſonable Beings, 
and the Hope we have of being one Day advanced 
to a more exalted Station. 


Wr of this Profeſſion ought alſo to be qualify'd 
with a conſiderable Knowledge in the Hor yv 
SCRIPTURES. Our BLESSED LORD gives 
it as a Command to all Men to ſearch the + Scrip- 
tures. And St PAul tells TimoTHhy, S that 
the Scriptures are only able to make him wiſe 
unto Salvation. We ſee how excellently learned 
all the Apoſtles were this Way, whilſt they ne- 
glected the Uſe of other Literature. Which is a- 
bundantly ſufficient to ſnew, that we of the Clergy 
ought to make the Study of the Scriptures our 
chiefeſt Concern. It is requiſite therefore for us to 
be competent Maſters of the PHRASEOLOO x 
of Scripture, to be able to expreſs divine Truths 
in Scripture-Terms, thereby to avoid the frequent 


Miſtakes which are incident to human Expreſſions, 
and 


o 


+ John v. 39. $ 2 Tim, iii. 15, 
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and to raiſe the Affections and warm the Hearts of 
devout Chriſtians, which this Eloquence does in- 
finitely beyond all the little Arts of a prophane 
Rhetorick. We muſt ſtudy the Scriptures to be 
able to alledge appoſite Examples from thence of 
the Truths we are enforcing, and to bring Proofs 
and Aſſertions of the ſame Truths out of the S A- 
CRED ORACLES, Which, to good Men, are 
more undeniable than all the Demonſtrations of 
Reason, We muſt ſtudy the Scriptures to be 
able to underſtand ſome difficult Paſſages therein, 
which are apt to lie uneaſy upon our Minds till 
we have diſcovered the Senſe of them, which they 
that are unlearned and unſtable wreſt to their own 
Deſtruction, and which Perſons under our Care are 
often wont to aſk our Information in. We muſt alſo 
ſtudy them to be able to underſtand the Types and 
Prophecies of our BLESSED Saviouk, to ſee how 
thoſe, formerly unintelligible Ceremonies of the 
Law, are but expiatory Rites, and receive their full 
Completion in the great Sacrifice of the Son of 
Gov, how all the duſky Propheſies clear up and 


con-center in him, what a World of ſtrange fortui- 
tous 
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tous Events hit in and conſpire together, to make 
out the Predictions concerning H 1M, Tis requi- 
fite that we ſhould ſtudy the Scripture that we may 
be Maſters of its CHRonoLoOGY, which alone 
of all other Hiſtory affords the firm Grounds to 
that Art; to be able to defend it againſt, or 
reconcile. it with the Oppoſitions of prophane 
Authors: And, laſtly, that we may be able to 
ſolve thoſe ſeeming Contradictions which atheiſti- 
cal Men pick up in it to expoſe its Credit. And as 
an Aſſiſtance to do this the better, we muſt have a 
competent Skill in the GREEK and HEBREW 
LaNnGVUAGES which theſe holy Books were wrote 
in, to conſider the Words and Conſtruction of the 
original Text, and what Variation the common 
[nterpreters do make from it, to find the Uſe of 
thoſe and other ſynonimous Words in other Places, 
to conſider the particular Idioms, Metaphors, 
Tranſitions, Sc. in theſe Languages; and by this 
Means oftentimes a very mean Knowledge in thoſe 
Tongues may give a good and true Interpretation 
of a Place which has been blunder'd upon by very 
great Criticks. 


WE 
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Wr ought likewiſe to have a compleat Know- 


ledge in ConTROVERSIAL DIVIN ITV. Be- 


ſides the Controverſies which we are to manage 
with Ar HEISTS and INFIDELS, by reaſon of 
the woful Diviſions of Chriſtianity, which is crum- 
bled into ſo many Sects, *tis the Duty of our 
Order to maintain the Truth againſt ſo many er- 
roneous Oppoſers. There are ſome of theſe that 
ſtrike at the very Fundamentals of Religion, and 


the main Articles of Faith, ſuch as are chiefly the 


SOINIANS and PapisrTs; others that en- 


tertain very erroneous Opinions concerning the 
Diſcipline and Government of the Church, as the 
ANABAPTISTS, INDEPENDENTS, and Prxs- 
BYTERIANS, Now *tis requiſite we ſhould have 
an Inſight into all theſe Controverſies, to be able 
to anſwer all the Objections which ſuch Men bring 
againſt our Religion, to confute their Opinions 
with Arguments either brought from Scxre- 
TURE, REason, or ANTIQUITY, or all of 
them ; to know what Cavils and Exceptions they 
raiſe againſt the Arguments of our Divines, and to 


prove upon them the Invalidity of ſuch Replies; 


fo 
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to ſnew what fallacious and jejune Interpretations 
they put upon Scripture, and what Diſtortions and 
Falſifications they uſe towards ancient Writers. 
Thus we muſt be every way prepared for our De- 
fence, and have every Weapon ready to enter the 
Liſts with them; and then, when we are attack' d, 
we cannot be thrown into any Confuſion or Per- 
plexity by their Grimace and Tone, which I have 
always obſerv'd are mighty Helps to Dulneſs, 


and are frequently made Uſe of by dull Fellows 
of all Perſuaſions, 


Bur tho' nothing can be ſo neceſſary as to 
have always ready thoſe Arms, which at the ſame 
Time can diſcover every controverſial Quirk, and 
defend us from thoſe who would entangle us in the 
Snares of their queſtionary Debates; yet when- 
ever we have Occaſion to ſpeak of Gop, or his 
ATTRIBUTES, We ought to be inwardly at- 
tected, and in our outward Expreſſions appear to 
be ſo, with the unmeaſurable Diſtance there is be- 
wween a molt perfect and omnipotent CREATOR, 
and a mere impotent CREATURE, Tis not 


with- 
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without ſome Indignation as well as Aſtoniſhment, 
that ] ſee ſome among us (who little conſidering 
what Goo is, and what they themſelves are) pre- 
ſume to talk of him and his Attributes as freely 
and unpremeditately, as if they were talking of a 
GEOMETRICAL FiGURE, or a MECHANICAL 
ENGINE. So that the leaſt preſumptuous Diſ- 
courſe of the Nature and Perfections of that un- 
parallel'd Being, as if they were Objects their In- 
tellects can graſp; and ſcruple not to dogmatiſe 
about thoſe abſtruſe Subjects as freely, as about 
other Things, that are confeſſedly within the Reach 
of human Reaſon, or perhaps are to be found 


among the more familiar Objects of Senſe. 


How often do we hear Mr PuzzLE even 
trom the Pulpit diſcourſe of Gop and his Ar- 
TRIBUTES, as if he comprehended the Height, 
the Breadth and Depth of his Wiſdom, and knew 
the Extent of his Greatneſs and Power, and all 
his Perfections. With an Air of Confidence he 
tells us of ſuch and ſuch Things being conſiſtent 


or inconſiſtent with the Deity, how he is under 
ſuch 
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ſuch and ſuch a Neceſſity, as if he were of the 
Cabinet-Council of the Ki NG of KINGS. If Mr 
PUZZLE is not too wile in his own Conceit to 
conſult his Bible, he will there ſee how vain and 
fooliſh and preſumptuous tis to be engaged in ſuch 
deep Reſearches. * The SERET THIN s be- 
“long unto the Lo RD; but thoſe Things which 
e are revealed belong unto us, and to our Chil- 
« dren for ever, that we may do all the Words of 
« this Law,“ is the Reflection ofͤ8M Os ES. 
« When I apply'd mine Heart to know W 1 S- 
„ dom, ſays the wist Man, and to ſee the 
“ Buſineſs done upon the Earth: Then I beheld 
« all the Work of Gop, that a Man cannot find 
« out the Work that is done under the Sun : Be- 
e cauſe tho* a Man labour to ſeek it out, yet he 
“ ſhall not find it; yea further, tho' a wiſe Man 
* think to know it, yet ſhall he not be able to 
« find it.“ 


« SEEK not out the Things, ſays the wiſe Son 
ot SIRACK, that are too hard for thee, neither 
* ſearch the Things that are above thy Strength. 

O « But 


S * 
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« But what is commanded thee think thereupon 
« with Reverence ; for it is not needful for thee, 
cc to ſee with thine Eyes the Things that are in 
ce ſecret. Be not curious in unneceſſary Matters: 


cc for more Things are ſhewn unto thee than Men 


- 


* 


underſtand. For many are deceiv'd by theit 
« own vain Opinion, and an evil Suſpicion hath 
« overthrown their Judgment. Canſt thou, ſays 
* Jos, by ſearching find out Gop ? Canſt thou 
find out the Almighty to Perfection? It is as 
high as HEAVEN, what canſt thou do? deeper 


** than HELL, what canſt thou know?““ 


Tux fallen AnGz1s are deſcrib'd by MII- 
TON, in his PARADISE LosT, as touch'd with 
a Curiolity, like Mr PuzzLE's, of diſcovering 
the Meaſures of the Divin x CE con O wy, amidſt 
the Horror and Melancholy they were in, and un- 
able to find out either the Antecedents or the Con- 
ſequents, the Beginning or the End of it. 


OTHERS apart ſat on a Hill retir'd, 
In Thoughts more elevate, and reaſon d high 
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Of Providence, Fore-knowledge, Will, and Fate, 
Fixt Fate, Free-will, Fore-knowledge abſolute, 
And found no End, in wandering Mazes loſt. 


However Mr Puz zr may pleaſe himſelf 
with an Opinion of his own Wiſdom, he cannot, 
with all his boaſted Reaſon, account for the Ways 
of NaTuRE, even for the meaneſt of her Produc. 
tions. Can he tell me why the VIioLET is array- 
ed in Purple; why the SVN -FLOWER glows 
wih Yellow, and the LiLLy appears in White ? 
Can he ſo much as form a Conjecture, by what 
ſurprizing Chymiſtry Nature, from the ſame Soil, 
extracts the delicious, but different Juices of innu- 
merable ſorts of Fruits? Can he even tell me 


how the APPLE and CHIRRVY become round; 


the PEAR and Fic oblong? How the WAI. 


NU T acquires a Shell that is broke with Difficulty, 
whilſt the MuLBERRY growing near it, has a 
Skin ſo tender, that it ſcarce endures the Touch? 
Can he tell me why GRA Es hang in Cluſters; 
why ſome Fruits on aſpiring lofty Trees, ſome on 
Buſhes, and others on the Ground? If theſe 

Things, 
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Things, which ſeem ſo trifling, are beyond the 


Reach of Human UN DERSTAN DIN , how 
great muſt be Mr Pu zz L's Folly, Aſſurance, 
and Preſumption, when he takes upon him to com- 
prehend the Ways and Diſpenſations of the Al- 
mighty, and inſolently dares pretend to know the 
Extent of his Wiſdom and Power, and his other 
glorious Perfections] This is more than an honeſt 
Heathen durſt do, who thought our Words ought 
to be few, and thoſe becoming the tardy Appre- 
henſions of Men, concerning the wiſe Diſpoſitions 
of Providence, and the Perfections of an omnipo- 


tent Creator. 


SICUT gn /, Homini de Poteſtate Deorum, 
imide et pauca dicamus. 


Cic. Orat. pro lege Manilia. 


Wx ought to have, my Friend, a moderate In- 
fight into Cas u IS TICAL Por NTS. We that 
have undertaken the Paſtoral Charge have frequent- 


ly under our Care heedleſs Perſons, that will run 


madviſedly into Sin which they do not know to 
be 


EARTH Wis 


be ſuch, and ſcrupulous Perſons who forbear ma. 
ny good and innocent Actions for fear of offend- 
ing, or whoſe Conſciences trouble them when they 
have committed them. Therefore *tis requiſite we 
ſhould, in ſome Meaſure, be converſant in Cas u- 
1STICAL Di1viNnirTy, to be able to underſtand 
how Circumſtances create or improve the Pravity 
or Goodneſs of moral Actions; what are the exact 
Boundaries of Vice and Virtue ; by what Manner 
Sins are aggravated or mitigated ; how Obligations 
are made, confirm'd, or vacated ; how far Oaths 
are obligatory,' and in what Senſe impoſed and 


taken; how far *tis lawful to comply with ſuperior 
Authority, and for the Sake of Peace and Union. 


Theſe Things we ought to be able readily to deter- 
nine, for the Sake of thoſe who may frequently 
be ſuppoſed to ſeek Advice from us. 


Wr muſt alſo have a competent Knowledge in 
ECCLESIASTICAL HIS TOR, and the Wri- 
tings of the Far HER. W x, who are the DE- 


FENDERS of the F AIT RH, ought to know how 


it has been deliver'd down to us, what Oppoſition | 


has 
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has been made againſt it by ScEPTI Es, and 
how it has been defended by the Or THODOx ; 
what Afflictions have happened to the Church by 
perſecuting EMyERoRs, and what Privileges 
it has gain'd by the pious and religious; what great 
and holy BISHO HS have graced their reſpective 
Sets by their LEARNING, WisDom, and 
PizTy, and how many others have been the 
TorRMENT of their Diocrzsts, and the PES r 
of the ChuRcH. Wer muſt be converſant 
likewiſe in the divers Councirs of the ſeveral 
Ages, to ſee with what Alacrity thoſe HoLy 
FATHERS came from all Parts of the World to 
defend their Religion, and to give an Account of 


their traditionary Faith in their reſpective Diſtricts 


down from the apoſtolical Times; what a pious 


Zeal they ſhewed, and what learned Speeches they 


made againſt the hcretical Innovations; what ex- 
cellent Explications of Faith they form'd, and 
what admirable Canons and Laws of the Church. 
Wr muſt carefully ſtudy the Writings of the a x- 
clENT FATHERS, eſpecially the ApoLoGE- 


TICAL, PoLEMICAL, and PRACTICAL, to 


know 
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know what admirable Vindications of Chriſtianity 
they made againſt the malicious Imputationss of 
the Pacans; how, by a wonderful Strength of 
Reaſon and Learning, they overturn'd the very 
Foundation of the ETanick Trrorocy, 
made the Doctrine of the Cross triumph over 
all the Glories of this World, and even bore down 
the HeaTHENns by the Force of their own 
RHETORICK: to ſee the Hereſies of the Va- 
LINTINIANS, MANICHEES, ARIANS, and 
others, perfectly ſtruck thro* with the Pens of 
theſe admirable Writers; and, laſtly, to find in 
their PRacTical TracTs ſuch a Force, and 
ſuch a Warmth, as is inimitable in theſe later Ages, 
that one may plainly have a Taſte of the very 
Souls of theſe good Men in their Writings. 


am, 
D EAR SIR 
Yours, &c. 
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has been made againſt it by S EPTISES, and 
how it has been defended by the Ox Thopox; 
what Afflictions have happened to the Church by 
perſecuting EMYERORS, and what Privileges 
it has gain'd by the pious and religious; what great 
and holy BIS HOS have graced their reſpective 
Sets by their LEARNING, WisDom, and 
PizTy, and how many others have been the 
ToR MEN of their DlocEs Es, and the PesT 
of the Cyurcn. Wr muſt be converſant 
likewiſe in the divers CounciLs of the ſeveral 
Ages, to ſee with what Alacrity thoſe HoLy 
FaTHERS came from all Parts of the World to 
defend their Religion, and to give an Account of 
their traditionary Faith in their reſpective Diſtricts 
down from the apoſtolical Times ; what a pious 
Zeal they ſhewed, and what learned Speeches they 
made againſt the hcretical Innovations; what ex- 
cellent Explications of Faith they form*d, and 
what admirable Canons and Laws of the Church. 
W x muſt carefully ſtudy the Writings of the a x- 
cient FATHERS, eſpecially the Ap oLO GR- 


TICAL, POLEMICAL, and PRACTEICAL, to 
know 
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know what admirable Vindications of Chriſtianity 
they made againſt the malicious Tmputationss of 
the Pacans; how, by a wonderful Strength of 
Reaſon and Learning, they overturn'd the very 
Foundation of the ETan ick Th EOLOGY, 
made the Doctrine of the Cross triumph over 
all the Glories of this World, and even bore down 
the HeaTHENns by the Force of their own 
RHETORICK: to fee the Hereſies of the Va- 
LINTINIANS, MANICHEES, ARIANSs, and 
others, perfectly ſtruck thro* with the Pens of 
theſe admirable Writers ; and, laſtly, to find in 
their PRacTical TracTs ſuch a Force, and 
ſuch a Warmth, as is inimitable in theſe later Ages, 
that one may plainly have a Taſte of the very 
Souls of theſe good Men in their Writings. 


am, 


DE AR SIR 


Yours, &c. 
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DAR SIR, 


E of this Profeſſion muſt endea- 


vour to make ourſclves Maſters 


of a nervous, ſweet, and muſical 
STILE. For 'tis not enough that we are barely 
heard, but we muſt temper our Thoughts with the 
ſofteſt Harmony of Words, that we may convince 
the Reaſon, and move the Paſſions of our Hearers. 
* Harmonious Compoſition has not only a natural 
P Ten- 
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* Vide Longin, Sect. 39. 
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Tendency to pleaſe and to perſuade, but inſpires 
an Audience to a wonderful Degree with generous 
Ardour and Paſſion, Fine Notes in Muſick have 
a ſurprizing Effect on the Paſſions of Men. Do 
they not fill the Breaſt with an inſpir'd Warmth, 
and lift the Heart into. heavenly Tranſport ? The 


very Limbs receive Motion from the Notes, and 
the Hearer, tho' he has no Skill at all in Muſick, 
is ſenſible however, that all its Turns make a ſtrong 
Impreſſion on his Body and Mind. The Sounds 
of any muſical Inftrum-nt are in themſelves inſig- 
nificant, yet by the Changes of the Air, the Agree- 
ment of the Chords, and Symphony of the Parts, 
they give extraordinary Pleaſure, as we daily ex- 
perience, to the Minds of an Audience. vet theſe 
are only ſpurious Images, and faint Imitations of 
the perſuaſive Voice of Man, and far from the 


genuine Effects and Operations of human Nature. 


WHaT an Opinion therefore may we juſtly 
form of fine Compoſition, the Effect of that Har- 
mony which Nature has implanted in the Voice of 
Man ? Does it not by an elegant Structure and 

Mar- 


ER THEE VS Iu 
marſhalling of Sounds convey the Paſſions of the 
Speaker into the Breaſts of his Audience ? Does it 
not ſeize their Attention, and by framing an Edi- 
fice of Words to ſuit the Sublimity of Thoughts, 
delight and tranſport, and raiſe thoſe Ideas of 
Dignity and Grandeur in others which it ſhares 
itſelt ? 


T is the Judgment of the * ROMAN Orator, 
that to uſe one's ſelf much to reading and writing 
is the only Way in the Wortd to arrive at a Per- 
faction and Grace of stile. We muſt therefore 


- 


carefully read the beſt Authors, and hear with the 


utmoſt Attention the moſt celebrated Preachers ; 


and be as ſtudious of obſerving the Beauties of a 
charming Diſcourſe, as a FLor1sT would the 
Colours of a fine AUuRICULA, or a Botaniſt the 
Form of a curious PL ANT. All this, I confeſs, is 
very troubleſome, but give me the Genius that is 
thus exerciſed ; this is the Soil that Eloquence will 
thrive and flouriſhin. As a TRE z that is a good, 

| | Bearer 


* CICERO de Orat. Lib. 1. 


h 


Bearer ſhoots out into Expreſſions of Kindneſs, 
and bends beneath its own precious Load to the 
Hand ot the Gatherer, when the Ground about it 
is meliorated and cnrich'd with Culture: So the 
Eloquence of a cultivated Genius will immediately 
break out into Swan- like Muſick, and flow from 
his Lips with ſuch delicious Sweetneſs, as to fill his 
Audience with Melody and Rapture. 


Horace, that great Judge. of fine Writing, 
bids us place before our Eyes the great polite An- 
cients of ATHENs as Mirrors and Exemplars to 
form, to elevate, and enoble our Stile and Senti- 
ments by. | 


——— Vos Exemplaria GN Æ c a 
Nocturna verſate Manu, ver ſate diurna. 


Tus, my Friend, muſt be our Ambition, this 
mould be the fix d and laſting Scope of all our 
Labours ; - we muſt ſpare no Pains to educate 
our Stile and Thoughts to Grandeur, and im- 
pregnate them with the noble Language and ge- 


nerous 


ne 
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nerous Ideas of others, that our own Compoſitions 
may receive a kind of beautiful Glow and Flavour 
from theirs. 


Non is an Imitation of the fineſt Pieces, or 
copying out thoſe bright Originals of Ar H ENS, 
or ROME, or our own, or neighbouring Nations, 
to be look'd upon as Plagiariſm, but as conſiſtent 
with the niceſt Honour. Was not * Cic ER O the 
Imitator of Z EN OPHHON and PLATO? Was not 
HERO PDO Tus the conſtant Imitator of H o- 
MER? Did not FSTESICHORUS and Arcni- 


.LOCHUS 


» 
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« * I ug'd, ſays CI EA o, to tranſlate a Book of PLA T 0's 
*andZENOPH 0 N's, by which I acquir'd this Advantage, that 
* in rendering the GRE x &« I had read over into Latin, I not 
« only fell upon the moſt elegant, and yet the maſt uſual Ex- 
« preſſions, but was in the Courſe of my Tranſlations led into 
« an Imitation of their Manner, and to introduce ſome new 
Words into the Language of my Countrymen, which I took 
** Care ſhould be juſt and a-propo'. Vid. C1CE o de Orat. 
n 55 


+ Longin. Sect. 13. 


$ STEs1cCHoRUS was Inventor of the LY RAI 
Cuo kus. He was born, according to 8 v1 4s, in the 


37th 


tis DE © N - 


Locus imitate him more than HERO DO TVs? 
And did not P Aro more than all of them, who 
from the copious Ho M ERIC Ek Fountain has 
drawn a Thouſand Rivulets to cheriſn and improve 
his own Productions? Hou ER had engroſs'd the 
Admiration of the learned World, and wore the 
Laurels without a Rival, the divine PLaro there- 
fore was inſpired with a noble Emulation to contend 
the Prize with him; and tho? he did not ſucceed 
in his own Way, yet he had noble Succeſs in ano- 

ther; 


” n 


37th OLYMPIA D. If he had kept within due Bounds, 
* ſays QUINCTILIAN, he ſeems to have been able to come 
the neareſt to a Rivalſhip with Ho MER. 

Vid. QuincTrL. Ait. 


Ir was a common Report in the Age that PLar o lived 
in, that Bs & s dropt Honey on his Lips, as he lay in the 
Cradle. And 'tis ſaid, that the Night before he was placed 
under the Tuition of So RATES, the Philoſopher dreamed 
he had embraced a young S w A N in his Boſom, who, after his 
Feathers were full-grown, ſtretch'd out his Wings, and ſoar'd 
to an immenſe Height in the Air, ſinging all the Time with 
an inexpreſlible Sweetneſs. This ſhews, at leaſt, what a great 
Opinion they then entertain'd of his Eloquence, ſince they 
thought its Appearance worthy to be uſher'd into the World 
with Omens and Prognoſticks. 
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ther ; for the Stile of his Proſe has a poetical 
Sweetneſs, Majeſty and Elevation, and he is juſtly 
eſteem'd the Homer of Philoſophers. The 
ROMAN Orator was ſo great an Admirer of him, 
that he ſaid, If JuP1T ER convers'd with Men, 
he would talk in the Language of PLAT o.“ 


A CREATER Prize than the Glory and Re- 
nown of the celebrated AncitnTs and Mo- 
DERNS Can never be contended for, where Vic- 
tory crowns with never-dying Applauſe, when 
even a Defeat in ſuch a Competition is attended 
with Honour and Advantage. PLaTo, in all 
Probability, had never written ſo ſmoothly, de- 
licately, and poetically, and with the niceſt Deco- 
ration, had not his God-like Spirit carried him for- 
wards in the nobleſt Career to the Imitation of 
HomERr. Neither do I think that Cicero 
had ever been the Sovereign of Forenſian Pleading, 
or that his Eloquence had been ſo exquiſitely and 
beautifully finiſhed, had he not, like a youthful 
Champion, been ambitious of entering the Liſts 
with the G Rk EEK s, and, by applying himſelf en- 

1 tirel7 
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Loc Rus imitate him more than HERO DO TUS? 
And did not | PLAaTo more than all of them, who 
from the copious HomeRriIck Fountain has 
drawn a Thouſand Rivulets to cheriſh and improve 
his own Productions? Homer had engroſs'd the 
Admiration of the learned World, and wore the 
Laurels without a Rival, the divine PLaTo there- 
fore was inſpired with a noble Emulation to contend 
the Prize with him; and tho? he did not ſucceed 
in his own Way, yet he had noble Succeſs in ano- 

ther; 
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37th OLYMPIA D. If he had kept within due Bounds, 
* ſays QUINCTIL1AN, he ſeems to have been able to come 


the neareſt to a Rivalſhip with Home. 
| Vid. QuincTtL. Ait. 


} IT vas a common Report in the Age that PLA T 0 lived 
in, that Be ES dropt Honey on his Lips, as he lay in the 
Cradle. And 'tis ſaid, that the Night before he was placed 
under the Tuition of Soc RATES, the Philoſopher dreamed 
he had embraced a young S w AN in his Bolom, who, after his 
Feathers were full-grown, ſtretch'd out his Wings, and ſoar'd 
to an immenſe Height in the Air, ſinging all the Time with 
an inexpreſſible Sweetneſs. This ſhews, at leaſt, what a great 
Opinion they then entertain'd of his Eloquence, ſince they 
thought its Appearance worthy to be uſher'd into the World 
with Omens and Prognoſticks. 
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ther; for the Stile of his Proſe has a poetical 
Sweetneſs, Majeſty and Elevation, and he is juſtly 
eſteem'd the Homer of Philoſophers. The 
ROMAN Orator was ſo great an Admirer of him, 
that he ſaid, If JUPITER convers'd with Men, 
he would talk in the Language of PLarto.” 


A GREATER Prize than the Glory and Re- 
nown of the celebrated AncitnTs and Mo- 


DERNS Can never be contended for, where Vice 
tory crowns with never-dying Applauſe, when 
even a Defeat in ſuch a Competition is attended 
with Honour and Advantage. PLaTo, in all 
Probability, had never written ſo ſmoothly, de- 
licately, and poetically, and with the niceſt Deco- 
ration, had not his God-like Spirit carried him for- 
wards in the nobleſt Career to the Imitation of 
HomztRr. Neither do I think that Cicere 
had ever been the Sovereign of Forenſian Pleading, 
or that his Eloquence had been ſo exquiſitely and 
beautifully finiſhed, had he not, like a youthful 
Champion, been ambitious of entering the Lifts 
with the GR ERK s, and, by applying himſelf en- 

| | tirely 
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tirely to the Imitation of thoſe excellent Models, 
united, in Lis Manner, the Force of DE Mo- 
$STHENES, the delicious Copiouſneſs of PLA To, 
the Sweetneſs of Iso RATES, and the divine 
Simplicity of Zznopron, By this Means he 
ſo fertiliz d his Genius, that his Eloquence ſeem 
to pour itſelf forth, not like the Streams of a little 
RivuLErT, but the Rapidity of a FLood. 


Ir, DRAR Str, Men of our Profeſſion were 
but inſpired with an Ambition and Thirſt of ex- 
celling one another in the Arts of fine Compoſi- 
tion, or emulous of imitating the Stile and Man- 
ner of the beſt Writers this Nation affords, their 
Reaſoning would be much cloſer, their Stile more 
harmonious, and agreeable to the Ear, and their 
Sentiments have more of the Spirit and Flavour of 
Divinity. *Tis evident that ſome in their Sermons, 
rather than take Pains, make Uſe of ſordid and 
blemiſh'd Terms; others again curtail and mince 
their Periods; and a third ſort ſhamefully ſpin 
them out into a vaſt Extent, whereby their Life 


and Spirit evaporate, and all their Strength is loft 
— 
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by being quite overſtretch'd. Numerous Inſtances 
might be produced, to prove this, out of modern 


Sermons, publiſhed by Men of no ſmall Note 
and very ſober Underſtandings. 


THAT a judicious * Choice of proper and 
magnificent Terms has wonderful Effects in win- 
ning upon and entertaining: an Audience, cannot, 
I think, be denied. For *tis from hence that the 
greateſt Writcrs derive, with indefatigable Care, 
the Grandeur, the Beauty, the Solemnity, the | 
Weight, the Strength, and the Energy of their 
Expreſſions. This cloaths a Compoſition in the 
moſt beautiful Dreſs, makes it ſhine, like a' Pi e- 
TURE, in all the Gaiety of Colour; and, in a 
Word, it animates our Thoughts, and inſpires them 
with a kind of vocal Life. But tho' fine Words are 
indeed the peculiar Light in which our Thoughts 
muſt ſhine, yet they ſhould not every where ſwell 
and look big. For vulgar Terms are ſometimes 
much more ſignificant than the moſt ornamental 
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Vid. LONG1N, Sect. 30, 
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can poſſibly be. They are eaſily underſtood, be- 
cauſe borrowed from common Life; and what is 
moſt familiar to us, ſooneſt engages our Belief, 
Some Writers very frequently make Uſe of com- 
mon and vulgar Terms that have not the leaſt 
Air of Elegance to recommend them, yet by mu- 
ſically diſpoſing, and artfully connecting ſuch 
Terms, they cloath their Periods in a kind of 
Pomp and Exaltation, and dexterouſly conceal 
cheir intrinſick Lowneſs. 


*T 1s obſervable, that ſome of our modern 
Preachers are more happy in the Stile, than in the 
Sentiments of their Sermons, Their Language is 
very often noble and ſonorous, but the Senſe either 
very trifling, or elſe ſo obſcur'd by the founding 
Phraſes, hard Metaphors, and forced Expreſſions in 
which *tis cloathed, that tis difficult to find it out. 
For my Part, I ſhould prefer a noble Sentiment, 
that is depreſs d with homely Language, infinitely 
before a vulgar one, that is blown up with all the 
Sound and Pomp of Expreſſion. Sublime Thoughts, 


either by Means of a great Affinity they bear to 
the 
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the Springs and Movements of our Souls, or by 
their own ſuperlative Luſtre, always out-ſhine the 


Artifices of Rhetorick, whoſe Appearance they 


cover with a Veil of ſuperior Beauties. For as the 
STARS are quite dimm'd and obſcur'd, when 
the SUN breaks out in all its blazing Rays, ſo 
pompous Phraſes, and towering lofty Expreſſions, 
are entirely overſhadowed by the ſuperior Splen- 


dor of noble Sentiments. 


To the Formation of a Stile, our Reading and 
Imitation, if they be of the right ſort, muſt prin- 
cipally contribute. Whatever Sermons we hear, or 
however polite and agreeable their Characters may 
be who preach them, if the Authors we read or 
imitate are of another kind, we ſhall find our Pa- 
late ſtrangely turn'd their Way. We are unhap- 
pier in this reſpect, for being Scholars and Imi- 
tators, if our Studies and Patterns be ill choſen, 
Nor can I, for this Reaſon, think it proper to call 
3 Man well read, who reads and imitates many 
Authors; ſince he muſt of Neceſſity have more 


ill Models than good, and be more ſtuffed with 
| Bom- 


a F 


Bombaſt, ill Fancy, and wry Thought, than fill'd 
with ſolid Senſe, and juſt Imagination. 


' Tro? to paſs a right Judgment upon Compo- 
fitions is generally the Effect of a long Experi- 
ence, and the laſt Improvement of Study and Ob- 
ſervation, yet, ſince you requeſt it, I ſhall give 
you my Opinion concerning as many Authors in 
our Profeſſion, as I think it needful for you to 
read at preſent, and you may ſingle out which 


you pleaſe for your Imitation. 


Ir you would have your Underſtanding charm- 
ed, your Affections captivated, and your Paſſions 
directed and reſtrained by the Powers of Rheto- 
rick, you muſt read DR TiLLoTsow. There 
is Gracefulneſs, there is Strength, there is Spirit, 
tiere is Dignity in all he ſays. Such a divine 
Power and Energy, I think, never diſplay'd itſelf 
in ſo eaſy and genteel a Flow, and Command of 
Sentiment and Expreſſion, as the Sermons of this 
excellent Prelate. 


Dx 


EE NME N NI as 
D Sour has brought in a Species of Elo- 
quence in his Sermons, that is almoſt peculiar to 
himſelf, and rarely to be met with among our Di- 
vines. He abounds with Turns of Wit, which 
are inexpreſſibly fine; and is prodigiouſly dextrous 
at Irony or Sneer. His Strokes of Raillery are 


vaſtly genteel, appoſite and proper. In Matters 
of Controverſy, with what Humour does he ri- 


dicule his Adverſaries, and with what Dexterity 
does he ſting in the Midſt of a Smile! How ſkil- 
ful at managing an Argument! Wit is not exclu- 
ded by the Importance of the Subject, nor its 
Weight leſſen' d by the Humour. 


DR ScorT's Book of THE CHRISTIAR 
LIE is admirably well written; wherein we meet 
with the ſimple Language of Truth, which, tho* 
unadorn'd and without Pomp, is pure and perſpi- 


cuous. 


| Tree are lively Strokes of Paſſion, and nu- 


merous Beautiesin * DR SHARP's Sermons, ſuch 


as 
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* Archbiſhop of York. 
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Bombaſt, ill Fancy, and wry Thought, chan fill 
with ſolid Senſe, mn m¹ο to) - 
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fitions is generally the Effect of a long Experi- 


ence, and the laſt Improvement of Study and Ob- 


ſervation, yet, ſince you requeſt it, I ſhall-give 
you my Opinion concerning as many Authors in | 
our Profeſſion, as I think it needful for you to 
read at preſent, and you may ſingle out which 
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Ir you would have your rde esteg c charm- 
ed, your Affections captivated, and your Paſſions 
directed and reſtrained by the Powers of Rheto- 
rick, you muſt read Dx T1LLOTSON. "There 
is Gracefulneſs, there is Strength, there is Spirit, 
there is Dignity in all he ſays. Such a divine 
Power and Energy, I think, never diſplay'd"itſelf 
in ſo eaſy and genteel a Flow, and Command or 
Sentiment and Expreſſion, as the Sermons of thi 
excellent Prelate. 1 


* 
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Dx Sour has brought in a Species of Elo» 
himſelf, and rarely to be met with among our Di- 
vines. He abounds with Turns of Wit, which 
are inexpreſſibly fine; and is prodigiouſſy dextrous 
at Irony or Sneer. His Strokes of Raillery are 
vaſtly genteel, appoſite and proper. In Matters 
of Controverſy,” with what Humour does he ri- 
dicule his Adverſaries, and with what Dexterity 
does he ſting in the Midſt of a Smile! How ſkil- 
ful at managing an Argument! Wit is not exclu- 
Ts nor its 
3 the Humouur. 


Da Score Book. of. Taz wor 


Lien is admirably well written; wherein we meet 


with the ſimple Language of Truth, which, tho 
unadorn'd and without Pomp, is pure and perſpi- 
cuous. 023 12 9 72 „%% We ty p Sy — * 


TurRk are lively Strokes of Paſfion, and nu- 
| ; 1 64 v4» $38 $Hee | 
merous Beauties in Dx SHAR s Sermons, ſuch 

20) bios urs nnd 2 2217 8 
* Archbiſhop of York. 
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as ſhew the inherent Greatneſs of his Soul. He more than hurnanly great in Dr ATT2RBURY'S 
ſtrikes with powerful Might at the Adverſaries of out Sermons... And for this Reaſon has the inimi- 


Religion, is enflamed with a fervent, and yet peace« table and godlike Mr Poe E, unmov'd by Par- 
able Vehemence and Ardour. His Stile particu- tiality and unbiaſs d by Envy, awarded the Law- 


larly excells in Smoothneſs, and an eaſy and peace- tels to this great Author, which flouriſh ſtill green, 
able Flow of the Words, and yet it has ſuch an and will flouriſh as long as the Name of Por x has 


Elevation as to excite an extraordinary Emotion an harmonious Sound to an ENGLISH Ear. To 


in thoſe eſpecially who are to be m over oy write in a Language that is graceful and proper, 

2 and — Inna. 1 l that is diſtinguiſh'd by certain maſterly Touches, 

AB 4612 14 ani ee and an artful Poliſh, that would have ſhone in the 

 Bisnoe PRARSOxN's Book on the CR EE 5 Days of Ar rI cx Elegance, is the peculiar Cha- 
is a compleat and delicate Performance; tho' he racter of Dr AT TER ZUR Tr. 


launches out into the Depths of Divinity, and Wim t han 2207 [3 
ſoars to the ſublimeſt Eminence, yet he never In paſſing their Judgment of Dr Can x's 
drops, like many others, unfortunately down, but Sermons, Men commonly muſter his Imperfec- 
ſtill preſerves his own intrinſick Grandeur. His tions, ſo that the Remembrance of his Faults 


Arguments run rapidly along, immediately ſtrike ſticks indelibly in their Minds, and that of-his Ex- 
the Imagination, inflame us with the Warmth and cellencies is-quickly worn out. For my Part, tho' 


Fire of his own Genius, and carry all before them 1 cannot by any Means be blind or partial to his 
by the Weight and Solemnity of Troy and Faults, I have always thought that his Sermons 


Expreſſion. are very grand and beautiful Compoſitions : not 


like thoſe of a low and grov'ling Genius, who 
7 never 


. 


Tuxxx i ſomething extraordinary, ſomething 


— 


- 
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Faults, is preferable to that, which has nothing 
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never endangers himſelf by aining at Grandeur, 
but ſtill goes on in the ſame uniform ſecure Track. 
The whole Univerſe is ſcarce ſufficient for the ex: 
renfive Reach and piercing Speculation of Dr 
CLark's Underſtanding. His lofty Genius s | 
frequently aſpiring. 0 aka and ut | 
Heights, which expoſe him to ſudden Falls; and 


ſuch Falls fometimes werke the Good of Men 


And Beſides,” in the Judginent of the beſt Cri 
ticks, what is truly grand in the Midſt ef ſome 


extraordinary in its beſt Parts, correct however 
theon Oy t, and — 
7 2 1% 128 901 11009 Sig WA 
Fon a ſmooth and — Stile Mr 8275 is 
very much admir d. That Theology of the 
Schools which he found undower'd, as it Were). 
unattended, and in a Diſhabille; he has enfichyd 
wich all the Wealth, the Pride and Ornathictit of 
Language.” He gives us dome fine Siri 
and Arrustons, which, were they a Wd 


C a! 
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much 7 croyded, would be very taking and 
agreeable: like Sr ARS, they would caſt. a 
kind of Blaze about them; they would illuminate, 
and give a Luſtre to his Sermons. 


Tuxk x are very few Genius's that write more 
gracefully or copiouſly than f Dr S RRE 83 3 and 
he has this peculiar Talent, that beſides an extra- 
ordinary Gravity, à Spirit of Benevolence and 
Chearfulneſs glows, in his Compoſitions, which 
gives them a matchleſs Dignity, not only perſuades, 

but even throws an Audience into Tranſport. | 


I vo not know of an Author that meets with 
more 2 n $ Mr Law. Per- 
&Þ 61: 01 2 2145 3 tons 


* = - 


* N pee de e 
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nag'd* Zeal for a neat, correct, a Re, — Sele 
are hurried into a heavy, nauſeous | AﬀeRation. . 
| e. Se 3. 

8 Archdeaconof Carliſe, 
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ſons of different Humours, Ages, Profeſſions, and 
Inclinations, all agree in the ſame joint Approba- 


tion of his Writings, which Union of Aſſent gives 
them an indiſputable Title to our Eſteem. 


Warn you have a competent Share of ac- 
quir'd as well as natural Taſte, my Friend, you 
may eaſily diſcover the Value of any Performance 
yourſelf from a bare Recital of it, For if it is in- 


trinſically good, the Mind is naturally elevated by 


it, and ſo ſenſibly affected with its lively Strokes, 
that it ſwells with Tranſport and an inward Pride, 
as if what had been only heard had been the Pro- 
duct of its own Invention. But if we find that it 
tranſports not the Soul, nor exalts our Thoughts, 
that it calls not up into our Minds Ideas more en- 
larged than what the mere Sound of the Words 
convey, but on attentive Examination its Dignity 
leſſens and declines, we may conclude, chat what- 
ever pierces no deeper than the . can 0 
delerve © our a+ aaa or Imitation. - 


\ THESE few Authors I have named to you, ac- 
e cording 
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cording to their Time and Age, have provided us 
with the richeſt OR E. To their eternal Honour 
they have attempted to throw off the horrid Diſ- 
cord of antiquated Proſe, falſe Grandeur, Impo- 
tence and Puerility of Sentiments. They have 
happily broken the Ice for thoſe who are to follow 
them, and ho treading in their Footſteps, may 
at Leiſure heighten and poliſh the ENGLISH 
Language, lead the Ear and Underſtanding to 
finer Pleaſure, and find out the true, perma- 
nent, harmonious Idiom, which alone can ſatisfy a 
juſt Judgment, and godlike Apprehenſion. 


WHENEVER we are engaged in Compoſitions: 
of the genteeler kind, ſuch as require Grandeur of 
Stile and exalted Sentiments, it will then be of 
excellent Uſe to raiſe in ourſelves ſuch Reflections 
as theſe. How in this Caſe would Dr TILL Or- 
so v, or Dr SouTH, have rais'd their Thoughts ? 
----How would Dr SHARP, DrPzarsoON, or 
Dr ATTERBURY? For theſe celebrated Preach- 
ers, being propos'd by us for our Pattern and 
Imitation, will in ſome Degree lift up our Sauls ta 

the 
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the Standard of their own Genius. It will be yet 
of greater Uſe if to the preceeding Refleckions we 
add theſe. What would Dr-Sz e x ER, or Mr 
Law think of this Piece? Or what Judgment would 
they paſs upon it? How would they have expreſs d 
themſelves ? It is really a noble Enterprize to frame 


ſuch a Theatre and Tribunal to fit on our own 
Compoſitions, and ſubmit them to. a Scrutiny, in 


which ſuch eminent Writers muſt preſide as our 


Judges, and be at the ſame Time our Evidence. 
By this Method we muſt inevitably arrive at ſuch 
2 Perfection of Stile, as to be able to give the 


EnGcLisn Language its due Mus cLinG, as | 


the PAinTERs ſay of a good PIR cx, its due 
Body and Proportion, and alſo the natural Ofna- 
ments of Correctneſs, Simplicity, and Grace. — 
But of this more in my next Letter. 


Jam, 
DRAR Sin, 


Tours, &c. 
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DAR Sin, 


o give Majeſty, Sweetneſs, Politeneſs, 
to a Diſcourſe, to make it ſtrike, to give 
it the finiſhing Touches of Eloquence, 
to work it up with as much of the Pathetick as is 
needfull we muſt have a moderate Skill in Po x- 
TRY, A Man muſt be ſo much of a Poet at 
leaſt, as to be able to diverſify his Stile with the 
fineſt FLowt Rs of Sentiment and Expreſſion. But 
they muſt not run thro* the whole of a Diſcourſe, 
but only ſuch particular Places as that they may 
ſerve 


i ar 


ſerve, like JI EW ELS and D1sSTINCTIONS in 
DRESS. For the finical Ornaments of a "Dif. 
courſe, and a continued Affectation of Excellence, 
gives Diſguſt; tis not only unpleaſant to the Ear, 
but alſo to the Intellectual Faculties. The ſame 
Obſervation holds as to our other Senſes; we are 
leſs pleas'd with thoſe FLOWERS and PLAN T5 
that have too high a Perfume and Fragrance, than 
thoſe that have but a moderate Scent and one 
would rather chuſe to ſmell at the Ros E, than 
the Musx-CranesBiILL. Even in the hand- 
ling F Rui there is a Degree of Softneſs and 
Smoothneſs. So a Sermon or Diſcourſe, if it has 
an undiverſify*d Height'ning and Embelliſhment 
of Stile, affords no laſting Pleaſure. Beſides, if 
it have all the Advantage of Poetical Colouring, 
it ought to have ſome Shade, that that which is 

illuminated may caſt a greater Luſtre. | 
Ir we would embelliſh our Stile by the Sub- 
ſtance as it were, and Ground-colouring of Poe- 
tical Sublimity and Grandeur, we muſt apply our- 
ſelves diligently to the Study of the Ho lx Sente- 
TURES. 
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tungs. It would be worth our white to digeſt 
them ſo in our Minds, as to have them almoſt by 
Heart. For we ſhould have both nobler Senti- 
ments and Expreſſions if we apply d ſacred to 
prophane Eloquence. | | 


Taz Effect and Beauty of Sacred Por- 
TRY you will perceive, in ſome Meaſure, tho' im- 
perfectly, from the two following SPECIMENS. 
I have choſe the Pathetick Kind, and ſtudy'd to re- 
preſent the Amiableneſs of Virtue, by ſuch Foils 
and Contrarieties as D ay 1 p, the Man after Gop's 
own Heart, furniſhes us-with,, and. which ſerve 
as Graces, if I may ſo ſpeak, in poetjcal Limning, 
and render this Muſtek of the Paſſions more ſcra- 
phick, powerful and enchanting. Had this been 
attempted by ſome abler Hand, you would have 
been led with Delight and Rapture, Anxiety and 
Concern, by Turns, thro' the Labyrinth of the 
Affections, and intereſted, whether you would or 


no, in the Paſſions of the Rovar PENITENT: 


And in the ExyorTATI1on annexed, you 
would preſently have underſtood the Reality of 
thoſe 
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thoſe Charms in the SAeREU WRITI Vos, 
which by my weak Endeavours, perhaps, you will 
imagine not to be half ſo commanding, natural, 
and ſo powerful, or capable of pleaſing a judicious 
polite Ear, and Muſe- like Underſtanding... / 


* 


THE 


eee 
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Royal Penitent, &c. 


A 


SACRED POEM. 
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ROYAL n 


HUMAN FRAILTY 


DELINEATE D, 


IN THE 


PERSON of DAVID. 


A SACRED NO E A. 


----- Delirant RE OEsS, plefluntur A CHIVI. 
ut Hor; 


In Days of Eaſe, when now the weary Sword 
Was ſheath'd, and Luxury with CHARLES reſtor'd; 
In every Taſte of foreign Courts improv'd, 
* ALL, by the King's Example, liv'd and lov'd. 
Then Pz Rs grew proud in HoRSEMANSRNRI V texcell, 
NEwMARKET's Glory roſe as Bax1TAiN's fell; 
The SoLD1ER breath'd the Gallantries of FRANCE, 
Ard ev'ry flow'ry CourTieR writ Romance, 
Then MARBLE ſoften'd into Life grew warm, 
And yielding METAL flow'd to human Form: 
Le Ly on animated Canvas ftole ; 
The ſleepy Eye, that ſpoke the melting Soul. 
No Wonder then, when all was Love and Sport, 
The willing Mw s s s were debauch'd at Cour; 
On each enervate String they taught the Note 
To pant, or tremble thro* an Eu nw c n's Throat, 
Porz. 


* A verſe of the Lord LAN SD o WA. 
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Royal Penitent, &c. 


" SING the Cauſes of a Troubled Reign, 
How fleeting's Joy, how permanent is Pain; 
Reaſon unthron'd, rebellious Paſſion's Sway, 

The fatal Produce of a luſtful Day : 

Th' Anointed Head how vicious Joys expoſe, 

A Soul in Anguifh, and a King in Woes. 


Lronr Spots on Ermine are conſpicuous ſhewn, 
And doubly glare the Follies-of a Throne: 
How then thy Crimes, O Dav1v! ſhall we ſcan? 
Thou greateſt Monarch ! Thou moſt God-like 
Man! b 
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Or how the Frailty of our Frame confeſs, 


4 rs 


„ r Nenne 5 
When God's diltinguiſh'd Favourites thus tranſ- 
greſs? * | 


Tux Sun a-down the Steep of Heav'n had 
roll'd, 
And fring d the purple Clouds with Skirts of Gold, 
When ſhunning Grandeur, and the Noiſe of State, 
On the high Turrets of the Royal Seat, 
Dav1d the Sweets of deep Reflection ſought, 
Indulging all the Luxury of Thought, 


On S10w's Mount the Cedar-Fabrick-ſtood, 
The ruin'd: Honours of the TYVRIAN Wood. 
Hence ſtretch*d his Eye around his large Domain, 
And much he joy'd him in his ample Reign; 


Pleas'd cou'd the Preſent with the Paſt compare, 
The Regal Glories with the Rural Care: 
The Rural Care fair BxTHLE M's Hill renew d, 
Which gently riſing in the South he view d. 
Life's Steps from that diſtinguiſ · q Day could trace 
When, tho' the youngeſt of the Sons of Iss, 
1 Ho 


* 
4 484 
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He firſt was deſtin'd by the Sacred Oil | 
To ſplendid Cares, and Eminence of Toil. 


How did he once the Bear and Lion lay, 
While yet a Swain, to ſave the fleecy Prey ! 
At EL a H how a beardleſs Strippling dare 
The grim gigantick Terror of the War ! 
Harſh whizz'd the Sling, and with a thund'ring 
Sound | 
He fell enormous o'er a Length of Ground. 


Arp now reſolv'd he, as new Scenes he choſe, 
How ſtill new-Labours, and new Dangers roſe. 
To Envy doom'd a Sacrifice to fall, 

How twice he *ſcap'd the vengeful Hand of Saur 3 
And how he foil'd the proud Gor 1 a n's Arms, 
To merit MEN A x's falſely promis*d Charms. 


H = next the Wonders of his Sword admir'd, 
When gaily bald, by M1 c n az T's Beauty, fir'd, 
Two Hundred Foreſkins of the Foe he paid, 

A double Dow ry for the Royal Maid! 


The 
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The Royal Maid the daring Youth approv'd, 
Met her new Lord, and unreſerv'd ſhe lov'd. 


Nox yet was the relentleſs Father won 
By the True Subject, or the Duteous Son. 


The thirſted Blood ſtill ſought he to attain 


1 


* 


. 


By Fraud, by Force: but Fraud and Force were 


Van. 


The faithful M 


1CHREL bade her Spouſe depart, 


Mourn'd him as ſick with all the Woman's Att, 


But thro' a Window ſecretly convey'd, 
To ſeek at Raman holy SaMvEL's Aid. 


TENA fled He, the devoted Life to ſave, 
Now to ADULLAaM, now EnGzDp1's Cave, 
To PAnAR's Deſart, or the Z IrHTTE's Wood: 
To Woods, ta Caves, to Deſarts, S a u L purſu' 


'TzxusTiNG a Foe before a Father's Wrath, 
He fought Protection in the Land of GA TH. 
Thro' Nos He thither paſt, a fatal Gueſt, Toxl 
Gol1an's Sword and: hallow'd Bread the Prieſt | 


d. 


obo 


Boun- 


Py 
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Bounteous ſupply d: but, for the well meant Aid, 
The Lives of Fourſcore Prieſts to Saul were paid. 


Ar Garn kind Ax 18 gave him ZrerAc's 
Town, | | 
And well the Hero merited the Boon, 
Till S au at G11 30a fell, and by his Side 
The Prince, the other Half of D a vID, dy'd. 
Much He the Father mourn'd, but more the Son, 
He found a Sceptre, but the Friend was gone. 


Ax p now what Wars He waged, what Labours 

bore, 

Ere IsRAEL's Crown at Eaſe the Monarch wore, 

Employ'd his Thoughts: while Ian BOSHETR in 
1 | | 

Labour'd a lineal Title to maintain 

Murder'd he fell, who ill aſpir'd to rule: 

A Traitor's Victom, and a Party's Tool! 

The hated Crime the Murd*rers Lives atone, 

And DA vip mounts the unconteſted Throne, 


8 . 


— 
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. AMAZING Toils! but now theſe Toils were o'er, 
And baniſh'd Sorrow: ſhould-return no more. 
United Is RAE L glory'd in his Reign, | 
And Heav'n his Throne had promis'd to ſuſtain ; 
Had deſtin*d to a long ſucceſſive Race, 
Diſtinguiſh'd Glory, and peculiar Grace. 

S rod He ſees, by his victorious Hand, 
The Seat of Worſhip, and of Empire ſtand. 
The Pn1L1isTINES and AMLECK dread his Sword, 
And vanquiſh'd E DOM owns Him as her Lord. 
Mo a 8's proud Sons a forc'd Submiſſion bring, 
And SY 14 mourns in Blood the Raſhneſs of her 
| King. 
Before His Arms the Strength of AM Mo falls; 
And haughty Hanan trembles in his Walls, 
Repents the Inſult that his Pride return'd, 


The Friend provok'd, and proffer'd Kindneſs 
ſcorn'd. 


Fran'p by his Foes, by his Allies careſs'd, 
Lov'd by his Go, and by his People bleſs'd, | 
Remain'd there ought to fear? Or had there been 
A happier Prince among the Sons of Men ? 


U n- 


5 


That vicious Pleaſures terminate in Woe. 
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/ UnmaePriy ſecure! Untimely vain | | 


Sincerer Ills, and heavier Griefs remain. * 
That Hour, that Eaſe thou boaſts,” ſhall hurt thee 
more 


Than all th Injuries in Fortune's Power. 


| A Frontier-Town which crowded Forces ſhield, 
Dares thus the gleamy Squadrons of the Field : 
Secure in Arms on the high Walls they ſhine, 
While the Foes labour in the ſecret Mine : 1 
Till paſs'd the gloomy Vaults they riſe to Air, 


Horribly dreadful in the proudeſt Square. 


N#'z R felt his Soul the fad Effects of Sin, * 
For all was pure, and all was calm within. Tz 
Tumult'ous Paſſion, Luſt, Deceit, Deſpair, VL 
And black Remorſe, had never harbour'd there. 
Nought fear'd he from himſelf, nor underſtood | 
Davip was yet by Dav1d unſubdu'd. 

Now was the Hour ill-fated he muſt know 


* 
- „ 


UKRr1an's 


. 


Let from aloft the piercing Eye might trace 


To che King's View her ſhowy Charms were 
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U x1 an's Garden near the Palace laid; 
Where twining Trees a private Arbour made : 


With Eaſe the Secrets of the cloſe Receſs. 

Hither a Rixulet was taught to glide, 

Whoſe conſtant Store a Marble Bath ſupply'd; 

And here to bathe, about the ſetting Sun, 

The lovely BATHSHEBa retir'd alone. 

Unconſcious of a Witneſs ſhe diſplay'd, 

Luxuriant Beauty in the fraudful Shade ; 

Her comely Limbs the curling Stream embrac'd, 

And flow'd, but limpid flow'd, around her 
Waſte : | 1 


bare, 


He ſaw her naked, and he own'd her fair! 
Fair! ----------- ſhe was wond' rous fair! 
A 


Ir was neceſſary here to evade the Groſſneſs of Exprel- 
fion which is ſo frequently to be met with amongſt moſt of the 
prophane Poets, except the GA EEK Ss, who were a People 
remarkable for Deceney of this kind. There is a 


pretty In- 
tance 
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A Lot too great for any Subject's Bliſs ! 
Oh, ſhe was Heav'n ! and oh --- that ſhe were his! 


N ow thro? his Soul an earneſt Wiſh there fled 
Of furtive Joys, and an Adult'rous'Bedz 
The Hands-breadth Cloud from whence che black: 

*ning Storm 
bg to wa k. Pez, ll hen deform 

Nox Reſt eB dvintrudiog Tliought 
Till he reveals the Secret to his Lords. 

The Lords officious, with a courtly Care, 
Diſcharge the Meſſage, and addreſs the Fair. 

In moving Terms the King's Deſires convey'd, 
With too much Eaſe were thoſe Deſires obey d. 


ſtance of this Manner in ®s eurivs's Tragedy of Aga» 
MEMNON, where the CuorVvs ſays, | 


Ta # bb Gr dhe, '&r tee, 
T. n Le, dei. 


1 neither ſaw ner fpeak what follew'd next, 
But Carlcuas's Arts obtain d tos evell their Ends, 
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Soft Love incites, and proud Ambition warts 
Weak Woman yields, and meets the Monarch', 
Arms. 


W n rLe theſe in Love the flying Hours employ, 
Revel ſecure, and give a Looſe to Joy, 
Laugh at the Ign'rance of the injur'd Spouſe, 
The violated Bed, and cancelPd Vows”: _ 
At Rapnan's Siege URIAH ſought Applauſe, 
Laviſhly valiant in his Country's Cauſe. : . 
Till the fad Wanton's News the King alarms, 
That ſhe was pregnant by the Royal Arms. 
Now muſt he be to the falſe Bed beguiPd, 
The imaginꝰd Father of the ſpurious Child. 
For this difpatch'd a feign*d Expreſs to bring, 
He leaves the Camp, attends the luſtful King. 
Who wanted not (Credulity to force) | 


Artful Reception, and prepar'd Diſcourſe. 
Enquir'd the Monarch, with deſign'd Addreſs, | 
The Gen'ral's Welfare, and the War's Succefs. 
Curious he ſeem'd each Circumſtance to nau, 
The Site, the 9 the Number of che Foe. 
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Receiv d the Anſwers with majeſtick Pride, 
Forc'd a kind Look, and with a Smile reply'd : 


« WELL haſt thou ſatisfy'd our Royal Care, 
« Sure of our Favour to thy Houſe repair. 

« Indulge the Pleaſures of the Court a while, 
« A ſhort Delay ſhall give thee back to Toil. 

« Let the rough Labours of the Warrior ceaſe, 

« And taſte, till then ſoft Love, and joyous Eaſe.” 


7 


« TRESsE I adjourn to Peace, the Chief rejoin'd, 

Ill ſuit ſuch Pleaſures with a martial Mind. 

« The Feaſt luxurious, and the flowing Bowl, 

ce Unſtring the Sinews, and debaſe the Soul. 

Say, ſhall thy Soldier the fond Wife poſſeſs, 

And melt inglorious in the ſoft Careſs ? 

Or preſs the downy Bed in Silk inclos'd, 

e While Ju p an ſecs her Ark in Tents expos'd ? 

« And ſheath'd in Arms the Youths of IsRazr 
de. f 

The gen'rous Hardſhips of the toilſome War? 

May Heav*n fo bleſs thee, as I diſapprove 

I This dull Inaction, and unmanly Love!“ 


To 
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To him the King :------** Enough is-giv'n to 
& At leaſt a Night domeſtick Sweets may claim, 
Till Morrow's Dawn thy purpos'd Haſte delay, 
« And take thy Journey with returning Day.” 


H x faid :---reſolv*d the mirthful Feaſt to prove, 
If ought might fire him to the Joys of Love; 
At his own Table caus'd the Chief to dine, 
And the rich Goblet flow'd with gen'rous Wine: 
In vain the Feaſt was ſerv'd, the Goblet flow'd, 
And all his Arts the wily King beſtow'd. 
Stretch*d on the lonely Couch the Night he ſped, 
Nor ſought the Pleaſures of the nuptial Bed: 
He ſlept :---But Sleep the Royal Eye-lids fled, 
Ux1an's Death the treach'rous King deſign'd, 
And the black Thought deep labour'd in his Mind. 

He roſe, the raſh Reſolve to Joas wrote, 
Beneath whoſe Care his Hoſts at RAB BAH fought, 
To place him where the ſureſt Danger lay, 
In the ſharp Conflict of the doubtful Day, 
Strict he enjoin'd, till by the Foes beſet, 
Then to retire, and leave him to his Fate. 
8 | The 
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The Royal Signet clos'd the dire Command, 
And ſafe conſign'd it to U's 1 an's Hand. 
All heedleſs of the murd*rous Charge he held, 
Early the Hero haſted to the Field; 

Took his laſt Orders with a joyous Mind, 

And ruſh'd impatient to the Poſt aſſign' d. 

He charg'd impetuous, till he ſaw, too late, 

The Foes ſurrounding, and the Friends Retreat. 
Yet dear reſolv'd the abandon'd Life to ſell, 
Greatly he fought, as loyally he fell 

And bleſs'd, with the-expiring Gaſp of Life, 
Th' ungrateful Sovereign, and the faithleſs Wife. 


T xe Monarch heard the News with artful} 

Care, een | 

He blam'd the Sword, unknowing how to ſpare, | 

And undiſcerning Chance of waſteful War. | 

But now avow'd his Flame, (the Husband dead) | 
And took the Widow to the Royal Bed. 

A Son ſhe bore 3 and, for a tranſient Time, 
Greatly hejoy*d at the ſucceſsful Crime. 


6 
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A sURD Manxinp! when in the Ways of Ill, 
We for our Reaſon ſubſtitute our Will, 

Fondly ſecure, and indolently gay, 

In the 1mooth Calm of flatt'ring Vice we play; 
Till o'er our Heads the Thunder burſting loud, 
Echoes tremendous, and proclaims the G 0D. 


Tavs Davip found his ſanguine Hopes re- 
cede, | 
And all the gaudy Dream of Pleaſure fled ; 
When NAT HAN came, a venerable Sage, 
In the grave Majeſty of - hoary Age. 
Awful his Geſture, and his Words lincere, 
Nor knew he ought to flatter, or to fear; 
He bore his GO p's Commiſſion in his Look, 
Hail'd the vain King,---and thus the Prophet ſpoke. 


* PLAINTIVE I come of arbitrary Ill, 
*The ſad Encroachment of the lawleſs Will. 
« May Is RAE T's King attend what I relate, 
« And ſay, what Vengeance meets a Crime ſo 
great? 


Wir- 
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« W1THIN thy Realm a Man there dwelt of 
late, | 
4 Bleſs'd with the Plenty of a vaſt Eſtate. F 
« So large his Herds, that the increaſing Breed 
« Blacken'd the Vales, and low'd in ev'ry Mead; 
And Flocks ſo numerous were around him ſpread, 
“That ſcarce he knew the Hills on which they fed. 
« In the near Cottage liv'd a lab'ring Hind, 
« Of ſcanty Fortune, but an eaſy Mind: 
Nor Sorrow he, nor Envy knew, tho* poor; 
«© A Lamb was all his Joy, and all his Store. 
This darling Partner of his Board and Bed, 
With Care he nurs'd, with fond Indulgence fed. 
© Bred with his Children, as a Child it far*d, 
« Lov*'d with a Parent's tendereſt Regard. 
« Mean while it chanc'd that to the neighb'ring 
Dome, 
© An unexpected Viſitant was come; 
© The lordly Maſter, for the Friend's Repaſt, 
„Nor from the Flock, nor Herd, ſelects the 
Feaſt. 
3 His 
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« His own he ſpar'd: the little fav*rite Ewe, 
cc The Boſom-comfort of the Lab'rer flew, 


„ Feaſting remorſeleſs on a Neighbours Woe.”. 


Scare E to the finiſh'd Tale the King — 
The riſing Fury of the Royal Breaſt; | 
Incontinent he gave th' incens*d Reply 
&© As the Lox lives the Man ſhall ſurely die! 


c The four-fold Value of the Lamb return'd, 
«© For Force injurious, and for Pity ſcorn'd.“ 


Tu E Seer, ſtern Anger frowning on his Brow, 
Reply'd; „The Man, whom thou condemn'ſt, 
art TH Ou. 
4 Ev'n Davip thus hath finn'd :---and now pre- 
pare, 
e The Sentence of an angry GoD to hear. 


* By me he cites thy Folly, and thy Pride, 
<« His Goodneſs lighted, and his Pow'r defy'd. 
Ev'nthee, O King! whodurſt that Pow'r diſdain, 


A Raig'd by my Favour from an abje&t Swain. 
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te gave thee Grace, I gave thee Strength in War, 

«© And made thy Safety my peculiar Care. 

« Laviſhly bountiful, J gave thee all, 

«© The Wealth, the Wives, the Diadem of Saul. 

« Peace thro? thy Land, and ſmiling Plenty flow'd; 

« Foes ſpoke thee Great, while Subjects ſpoke 
thee Goad. 

« TheſeBleſſings, why could Jup an'sKing deſtroy, 

« For the ſhort Tranſport of a guilty Joy ? 

« Rethink, O King! for what haſt thou reſign'd, 

« Thy Peace, thy ſweet Serenity of Mind; 

And Raptures which the virtuous Soul beſtow d, 

« Conſcious of Worth, and converſant with Gov? 

« For the wild Cravings of the vicious Will, 

« And falſe Appearance of a ſpecious 11, 

« Purſued with Labour, purchas*d with Deceit, 

« Enjoy'd with Shame, and finiſh'd with Regret. 

% Nor end the Evils of the Crime therein, 

« Luſt's but the Threſhold to the Gates of Sin. 
„This well thou know'ſt; for thou haſt found it 
lead | | 

2 To the Invaſion of the Nuptial Bed. 


« The 
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The baſe Deception of the fraudful Word, 

& And the Friend murder'd by the hoſtile Sword, 

« For this, th' inſatiate Sword with endleſs Rage 

Shall haunt thine Houſe, and perſecute thine 
Age. 

cc For this, thy Wives, eſtrang*d from Davip's 
Arms, 

« Shall to thy Neighbour's Bed transfer their 

Charms; 

« Nor furtive ſhall, like thine, their Joys be hid, 

« The Noon-tide Sun ſhall view the flagrant Deed, 

ISRAEL th' Juſtice of her Go ſhall know, 

«© Who makes the Offender's Crime the Offen- 

der's Wae.““ 


War wild Amazement ſeiz'd the Monarch's 
| Breaſt, | 
When Vice appear'd in all her Shame confeſs'd, 
When now no more the gloſſy Varniſh ſhone, . 
The wretched Mariner conceives alone, - 
Who far has ſail'd ; and at his wiſh'd Return 
Has, thro” the Errors of a miſty Morn, 


With 
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With eager Joy imagin'd Land purſu'd : 
But when the Splendor of the Sun renew'd, 
Haſt madly mourn*d the dear Deluſion loſt, 


And the Ship bulging on the rocky Coaſt. 


He wept his Folly, and his Crime he own'd. 

« Thy Death remitted, and thy Crime aton'd, 

« Thy Gop declares, the Prophet ſaid, the Loxp, 
« Slow to avenge, as righteous to reward, 

« Yet ſince, by this, thou didſt his Name expoſe 
« To the rude Scorn of unbelieving Foes ; 
“Since Pleas for Vice the LiserTINE may bring, 
From this Exceſs of JuDan's fay'rite King, 
« Die ſhall the Offspring of th adult: rous Womb, 
Fix'd is his Fate, and unrevers'd the Doom.” 
Tuus ſpake the Seer; nor farther wou'd diſcloſe 
The deſtin'd Series of the Monarch's Woes, 

Tho' his prophetick Soul in Time's dark Law 
The Scene of furure Miſeries foreſaw. 

The Royal Offspring what black Crimes ſhould 
ſtain, 1 

A Siſter raviſh*d, and a . lun, 


Until the faithleſs ABSALO M return: 
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Raſh AMNoN's Death. by ABSALO¹ decreed; 
For beauteous TAM ARS violated! Bed 

And DA v1D grieving at the impious Deed. 
How he the Slain and Fugitive mould mourn, 


Return, accurs'd Ingratitude to ſhew, 
And plunge him farther in the Depth of Woe. 
How forc'd oer JorDan's Stream the Sire ſhould 
PR IÞ 
Th' impious Arms of the rebellious Son; 
Yet in the Anguiſh of a Father fad, | 
With Aſhes ſprinkled, and with Sackcloth clad, 
Should grieve the Conqueſt that his Death muſt 
coſt, 
And all the Rebel in the Son be loſt, 


| FART HE he ſaw him deſtin'd to ſuſtain 
A deeper Anguiſh, and a keener Pain; 

When ſummon'd by the unrelenting Seer © 
To the fad Choice of Famine, Plague, or War. 

How each keen Arrow from the Almighty's Bow 
Should pierce his Soul with the ſevereſt Woe 3 


—_ 
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The guiltlels Thouſauds for the Monarch's Pride. 
Oryen2 87 with Grief he ſaw his hoary Age 

By ApONIIAR“'s Plot, and factious Rage: 
And ev'n in Death tranſmitting with his Crown 
Invidious Vengeance to his fav*rite Son, 


Tazse he foreſaw, yet wiſely theſe ſuppreſs'd 

Safe in the cloſe Receſſes of his Breaſt, 

For Heav'n in Pity to our State conceals ; 

From human View the Courſe of future Ills. 

Reluctant elſe would wretched Man eſſay 

The toilſome Journey of the thorny Way. 

Inly the Fortunes of the King he mourn'd, 

Reſtrain'd the riſing Grief, and Home return'd, 

While Dav1D in th' expiring Child beheld 

The ſad Predictions of the Seer fulfill'd. 

Apart in Bitterneſs of Soul he fat, 

And his Repentance, as his Crime, was great. 
Buy his ExamPLE warn'd, may we beware 

Of tempting Vice, and ſhun the fatal Snare. 


X Or, 


= 
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Or, by the Frailty of our Paſſions led, 
Atone with Sorrow for the loath'd Miſdeed, 
On each Offence a ſad Remembrance caſt, 
And mend the xuTURE, as we mourn the pazr, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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EXHORTATION. 


OW gracious and how great the heav n- 
- Tn Praiſes endleſs, as his Mercy, ſing. 
Sixo they his Praiſe, who, reſcu'd by his Hand, 
From hoſtile Nations, ſought an happy Land. 
From diſtant Realms the num'rous Wand'rers 
reren | 
Some left the North, and ſame the South behind. 
ys | Or 
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Or from the Eaſt began their tedious Way, 


» # * ” 


Or Lands chat laſt enjoy. departing Day. 

Nong did they wander with erroneous Toil 
Thro' the blind Mazes of a Deſart- Soil. 

No City there the weary Troops receiv'd, 

No Food refreſh'd, no grateful Drink reliev'd. 
Taught by Diſtreſs, from G o p they ſeek Releaſe: 


He hears their Prayers, he bids their Suff ' rings 


* CE 


} 


co, - 
Lad them in Safety to > their with'd Repoſe, 
And in a City terminates their Woes. 


Sins then his Praiſe, ye Sons of Earth, proclaim 
Your Gov, your MAKER, your DELiv*reR's 


Fame. 


W 1 T heav'nly Goodneſs bountiful he feeds 
The famiſh*d Soul that his Aſſiſtance needs. 
Such as in Miſery and in Fetters bound, 
The Shades of Death, and darkſome Night ſur- 

round. b 
Becauſe their G ob's Indulgence they abus d, 
Shighted his Counſeln, and-his Lane yn: 
7; 


wo 
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Till angry Juſtice deſtin'd them to bear, 

Helpleſs, the heavy Miſeries of War. 

Their Gov they ſought when humbled and en- 
Aav'd: 

He heard, forgave; he pity d, and he ſav'd. 


Six then his Praiſe, ye Sons of Earth proclaim 
Your Go p, your Max 8, your Dx LIv'RER'S 
Fame. 


Nor Gates of Braſs can his Commands re- 
| ſtrain, 
And Bars of Iron are oppos'd in vain. 
In vain Diſeaſes all their Terrors bring, 
A contrite Heart diſarms the grizly King, 
The Vengeance deprecates that Folly drew, 


The Go appeaſes, and averts the Woe. 


Sinc then his Praiſe, ye Sons of Earth proclaim 
Your Go p, your MAKER, your Detiv'atr's 


Fame. 


Y By 
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BE that their Song who in Purſuit of Gain 
O'er the wide watry Waſte their Courſe maintain. 

When Storms at the Almighty's Word begin, 
And threat' ning Death from ev*ry Surge is ſeen, 
High o'er the Ridge of ſome vaſt Wave they go, 
And view all ghaſtly pale the Depths below. 
Then 


r 
—_— — 


— — 


* THE Original is, —* They that go down to the Sz, 
© in SH1Ps, that do Buſineſs in great Waters: — l heſe ſee 
* the Works of the Lo x p, and his Wonders in the Deep. — 
« For he commandeth and raiſeth the ſtormy WI o, which 
* lifteth up the Waves thereof, — They mount up to the 
* HEAVEN, they go down again to the DeyTas; 
© their SOUL is melted becauſe of Trouble, — They reel to 
« and fro, and ftagger like a D UN KEN Ma n, and are at 
* their Wits End. — Then they cry unto the Lord in their 
% Trouble, and he bringeth them out of their Diſtreſs. — 
« He maketh the STORM a CAL, ſo that the Waves 
thereof are flill. Then are they glad becauſe they be quiet; 
e {o he bringeth them unto their deſired Haven.” — This 
ſingle Paſſage runs in a higher Vein of Sublimity, and has 
more Spirit in it than all the applauded Deſcriptions of the 
Authors of Antiquity put together ; becauſe when the Tempeſt 
is in all its Rage and Fury, and the Danger become ex 
treme, Al IH Pow ER is introduced to calm at 
once the bellowing Ocean, and give Preſervation to the 
miſerable diſtreſs'd. It ends in that Fervency of Devotion, 


which ſuch grand Occurrences are fitted to raiſe in the Human 
Mind. 


* A 
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Then ſtooping'down the ſteep Defcent, they dread 
Enormous Mountains ſwelling oer their Head. 
Unfix'd their Steps, but more confin'd their Mind, 
Till to Devotion from Deſpair inclin d. 

And timely wiſe upon their Gp they call: 
Huſh'd are the Winds, the boiſt rous Billows fall, 
And friendly Gales the ſnatter d Bark convey 
Oer the ſmooth Waters of a peaceful Se. 


SING then his Praiſe, ye Sons of Earth, proclaim 
Your Go p, your Max Ex, your DzLiv'szR's 


Fame. 2 4 n 11111 * 


Hu let the Tribes, him let the Elders praiſe, 
With joyous Gratitude, and tuneful Lays. 
Pow'rful, with Drought the wat' ry Meads to ſpoil, 
And curſe with Barrenneſs the fertile Soil. 
Or pleas*d to bid new Rivers take their Courſe 
Thro' the waſte Deſart, from a rocky Source. 
Here he commands the Hungry to reſide, 
Erect a City, and new Domes provide: 
To till the Ground, the gen'rous Vine to plant, 
And bleſs'd with Plenty to forget their Want. 

Joy- 
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Joyful to ſee their Offspring num*rous grow. 
Whilſt thriving Herds o'er all the Vallies low. 
Or when he gives them up to Grief a Prey, 
And haughty Tyrants more oppteſſive Sway; 
Them thro? wild Deſarts he permits to roam, 
But brings the poor afflicted Wretches home, 
Supply their Wants, and ſettles them in Peace, 
And bids their Houſholds, like their Flocks, in- 
creafe, 

Tux Juſt with Joy ſhall view this heav*nly Care, 
The Sinner ſhall be ſtruct with filent Fear : 
Reflection to the Wiſe it ſhall afford, 

And conſcious Virtue own a gracious Lo xb. 


"2 


* E TN EN um op 


N the ſacred Writings my Friend, Pozruy 
] has a finiſh'd Excellence, and R H E TOR I es 
a majeſtick Flow. Where did Eloquence ever 
ride in more Glory and Splendour than in the 
Royal PsaLmMisT's Deſcriptions of the Great- 
neſs and Power of the Atmicurty? With 
what Loftineſs and Sublimity of Diction doth he 
paint the marvellous Workings of D IVIN 1 
Provipence? Where do we read ſuch ſtrange 
Riſings and Fallings, now the F aintings and 
Langyiſhipgs, now the Terrors and Aſtoniſh- 
ments of Deſpair, venting themſelves in ſuch 
high amazing Strains as in the giſt, Pſalm ? 
Mr * Dax IEL'S Paraphraſe of it is extremely 


beautiful z Part of which runs thus: bw” 


I! 
„ GREAT 


— 4 
* Dean of Armagh, 


k —— > — — 


ND _— 
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„GREAT God, with conſcious Bluſhes, lo! 
I come 
To cry for Pardon, or receive my Doom. 
« But oh! I die when I thine Anger meet! 
is Proſtrate I lay my Body at thy Feet. 
« How can I dare to aſk for a Reprieve ? * 
« Muſt I ſtill fin, and will my Gop forgive ? 
& « Thy Juſtice cannot let thy Mercy flow z | 
« Strike chen, oh ! ſtrike, and ge the rt 
Blow! 
« Do I ſtill live? and do I live to prove ans 
« The inexhauſted Tokens of thy Love py 


«© This UNEXAMPLED GooDpNEss wounds 


me more 
% Than een the Wrath I merited before. ou 
* * „ „% % „% #* # „ 
ce Oh! I am all a Blot, the fouleſt mW, 
6 Has ſtain'd my Scepter, and diſgrac'd my 
Name: | | 8 
« A Name, which once 1 could with Honour 
| boaſt; | 


But now the Father of his People's loſt! 


7 4 Fe 
. 


LE FT ER NIE wy 
T HO darkly thy myſterious Prophet ſpake, 
« While from his Lips the fatal Meſſage brake, 


« Fix*d and amaz'd I ſtood, confounded whole; 
« Too ſoon his dreadful Meaning reach my Soul! 


« Thou art the Man ------- has fix'd a deadly 
Smart; | 

« Thou art the Man ------- lies throbing at my 
Heart. 55 


« am hate' er thine Anger can expreſs, 

« Nor can my Sorrow make my Follies leſs. 

« Rais'd and exalted to the firſt Degree, 

« Thy heav*nly Will had made the Monarch free, 

« The fond Reſtraint of Man I ſcorn'd to own, 

« But graſp'd the full Poſſeſſion of a Crown. 

« Indulg'd in Eaſe, I rul'd without Controul, 

And, to its utmoſt Wiſh, enjoy'd my Soul. 

“Vain Boaſt of Pow'r! which | vaniſh'd into 
Air, 

“ Since I forgot the Loxv, who plac me 
there. | 

« Was it for this thou gave the r Land, 

And thy own Flock committed to my Hand? 

8 Was 


2 
— — — 
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«« Was I the Shepherd to go firſt aſtray, 
„ Till Innocence itſelf became a Prey? | 


« Ah no! the Fault was mine; I ſtand alone: 1 

« Be thine the Praiſe, who plac'd me on the 
Throne ; 

« The Guilt, the Folly, and the Shame my wy 


« How vile muſt I appear, how loſt a Thing 
« The worſt of Tyrants, and no more a King. 
« O do not thou my abject State deſpiſe, 
« But let my Soul find Favour in thine Eyes 


« Wuznz'zx the horrid Deed I backward 
trace, 

a My Soul rolls inward, and forgets her Peace: 
© Waking I dream, and, in the ſilent Night, 
© A frightful Viſion ſtalks before my Sight. 
6 The pale U IAH walks his dreadful Round, 
** He ſhakes his Head, and points to every Wound. 
O foul Diſgrace to Arms! who now will go 
* To fight my Battles, and repell the Foe? - 
«© Unhurt the Coward may to Ages ſtand ; 


The Brave alone can die by my Command. 
"0 Oh! 


* 


L E TT ER: Wl w 
Oh! hold! my Brain to wild Diſtraction wrought; 
« I. will not, cannot bear the painful Thought: 
« Oh ! do not fly me; for thy Mercy's Sake, 
« Turn thee, oh ! turn! and hear — 
ſpeak. | 


« Ev'n ſelf-condemn*d thy kneeliig'$ Servant ſave; 


« And raiſe a drooping Sinner from the Grave. 


* SPEAK, my. Govt Sg Ty thy Servant 


live; e Ne 


« Let my charm'd Ears but hear the 2 


forgive: n n As 1:3. 10, 8c 
« My joyful Muſe ſhall bear the Tidings ound, 


« While con, Worlds ſhall catch the une 


Sound : 
« Thus other Sinners ſhall obedient prove, | 


And, taught by me, ſhall wonder at thy Love! 


« Bur oh! if: ſtricter Juſtice müſt he done, 
a | my relentleſs Fate comes driving on, 
« J ſtand the Mark ; whatever is decreed, 


80 Be Is RAE I ae, bat Jet its Monarch bleed. 
2 « On 


\ 
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On me; on me, thy utmoſt Vengeance take, 
« But ſpare my People for thy Mercy's Sake. 
« Oh! let JERUSALEM to Ages ſtand, 
„guild thou her Walls, and ſpread her wide 
| Command : , 
So ſhall thy Name for ever be * 'd, 


And future Worlds, ke me, ſhall bleſs the 
Los. 


Is every Page of the Royal Pſalmiſt's Com- 
poſitions, there are ſuch pathetick and exalted 
Expreſſions of FEAR and Love, Horz and 
Tus r, and DELIGHT in the Deity, that tis 
no Wonder if ſuch a genuine and ſublime Peni- 
tence was able to cover a MuLTITuD E of Sixs. 
In the CLosET he ſeems to be ſomething more 
indeed than Man, his Prayers are offer*d with that 
Fervency of Zeal, that they are like the Incenſe of 
an An GEL, or SAINT in Glory, 


Wa ar sone of TRIUMuUR W writ 
in higher or more exalted Strains than that of 
+ Mo: 


Mos zs? How does he aacuſtom us to 
mount along with him to heroick Grandeur, when 
” . he 


cls — 


* 9 a 


Gi Ear, O ye Heavens (fays he) and I will 
« ſpeak ; and hear, O EazTH, the Word of my Mouth. 
% My DocTRINE ſhalldropas the Ra IN: My SEI 
« ſhall diſtill as the DE w, as the ſmall Ra 1M upon the ten- 
« der HERE, and as the SO WI ASG upon the GA 8s. 
« Becauſe I will publiſh the Name of the Lo AD: aſcribe 

« ye GREATNESS unto our Go b. — lle 4s the Rock. 
« his Rock is perfect: for all his Ways are JuDcmenT: 
« a Gov of Truth, and without Iniquity, juſt and right is 
« he.—They have corrupted themſelves, their Spot is not the 
Spot of his Children: they are a perverſe and crooked Ge- 
“ neration,—Do ye thus requite the Lok D, O fooliſh People 
« and unwiſe? Is he not thy Fa TH E x that hath bought thee ? 
« Hath he not made thee and eſtabliſhed ?—Remember 
« the Days of old, conſider the Years of many Generations: 
« Ack thy FATHER, and he will ſhew thee, thy ELper's, 
« and they will tell thee.— When the Mos T Hi o divided 
to the Nations their Inheritance, when he ſeparated the Sons 
„of Apa, he ſet the Bounds of the People according to the 
« NumBER of the Children of IS AA 1. — For the 
« LorD's Portion is his PEO TIR: IA con is the Lot 
of his Inheritance. He found him in a deſart Land, and in 
< the waſte howling Wilderneſs : he led him about, he in- 
« ſtructed him, he kept him as the ArrLE of his Exe.—Ag 
« an. EAGLE ſtirreth up her NES, fluttereth over her 
© YoUN 6, ſpreadeth abroad her Wings, taketh them, bear- 
eth them on her Wings ;—ſo the Lo x alone did leaf him, 


P him.— He made him 
& ride 


wo L. E TT E R VII. 
he ſets the Works' of Omnipotence-in a magnif 
cent Light, and paints the Deity in all his Majeſty 
and Splendor, as in that Deſcription of the Creation 
of LIGHT, and the Ax THIY GLoBe, which has 
been already applauded by F Low 61Nvs.'* The 
« | JewisH# LEGISLATOR, ſays he, having 
ce conceived a juſt Idea of the Power of Gov, 
ce has nobly expreſſed it in the Beginning of his 
« Law. And Gop W 2 Let there 

< be 


— 


* ride on the high Places of the Earth, that he might eat the 
© Tncreaſe of the Fields; and he made him to ſuck Ho x EI 
ic out of the Roc x, and O11 out of the flinty Rock, — 
« Butter of Kine, and Milk of Sheep, with Fat of Lambs, and 
% Rams of the Breed of Bas an, and Goats, with the Fat of 
« Kipnxetys of Wheat, and thou didſt drink the pure Blood 
« of the Grays, Oc. 


+ Vid. Lox G1, on the Sublime, Part 1. Section 9. 


Boll zAu undertook the Defence of this Paſſage, and 
bravely defended it againſt HuzT and LIZ Cupxc, 
who pretended that LoxnG1nwvs never ſaw it, tho he has 
actually quoted it; and that he never read Moss, tho 
he has done ſo exemplary a Piece of Juſtice to I 
and left ſo candid an Acknowledgement of it. | 

Vid. Boitzav's Works in four Vols. 4to, and 1 
SM1TH's Tranſlation of LONGINUs, where be bat 
2 Note upon this Paſſage. 


DIE T T E R VII. it: 

« be Light, and there was Light. Let the Earth 
« be, and the Earth was.“ Can there be mee 
Beauty and Harmony in Numbers, than in the 
* DEBORAHAndBARUux. Can any 
| ching 


. 
—y—y— 9 _ 


„ Turn ſang DeBoRran, and Bara 1 db bon U 
« AN OAM, on that Day, ſaying. — Praiſe ye the Lok D 
for the avenging of Iſrael, when the People willingly offer'd 
« themſelves. — Hear, O ye Kines, give Ear, O ye 
« PaINCEs; I, even I, will ſing unto the Lord, I will 

« ſing Praiſe unto the Lox pGop of Is Ratt. —Lokt 5, 
« when thou wenteſt out of Seir, when thou marchedſt out of 
« the Field of E DO u, the Earth trembled, and the Heavens 
dropped, the Clouds alſo dropped Water, — The Mountains 
« melted from before the Lox , even that SINAI from 
before the Loxp Gop of IsRatrt, — In the Days of 
«© SHAMGAR, the Son of Au Ar , in the Days of Jo x, 
« the High- ways were unoccupy d, and the Travellers walked 
« thro* By-ways. — The Inhabitants of the Villages ceaſed, 
they ceaſed in ISRAEL, until that I,. De no & a R, aroſe, 
te that I aroſe a Mother in IS R AE L. They choſe new Gods ; 
« then was War in the Gates: Was there a Shield or Spear 
% ſeen among forty thouſand in ISRAEL! My Heart is to- 
« ward the Governors of IS RA E, that offer'd themſelves 

« willingly among the People: Bleſs ye the Lo Rx D. Speak 
« ye that ride on white Aſſes, ye that ſit in Judgment, and walk 
„ by the Way. — They that are deliver'd from the Noiſe of 
« Archers in the Places of drawing Water; there ſhall they 
„ rehearſe the righteous Acts of the Lo x o, even the righte- 
* ous Ats towards the Inhabitants of his Villages in ISRAEL: 
e then ſhall the People of the Lord go down to the Gates, — 
Awake 


8 1 1 — 


2 — ———— 
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thing communicate a more exquiſite Pleaſure to 
the Ear and the Underſtanding, than thoſe De. 
ſcriptions 


— Xo m4 * * * 3 
ö * * — — 


« Awake, awake, DeBorRan: Awake, awake, utter a 
„Song: Ariſe BAR UR, and lead thy Captivity Captive, 
* Thou Son of AB1noamM.— Then be made him that re. 
*« maineth have Dominion over the Nobles among the People: 
e the Lord made me have Dominion over the Mighty. Out 


% of EPHR Alm was there a Root of them againſt AM A- 


« LECK; after thee, BBNIA MIN, among thy People: out 
« of MAc hi came down Governors, and out of Zz nv. 
« LUN they that handle the Pen of the Writer. — And the 


« Princes of IssaCcaRr were with DzBORam: Even 


« Iss$ACAR, and alſo BAR A k, he was ſent on Foot into 


the Valley: For the Diviſions of ReuBE n there were 


« great Thoughts of Heart, — Why abodeſt thou among the 
„ Sheepfolds, to hear the Bleatings of the Flocks ? For the 
« Diviſions of Rx Ex there were great Searchings of 
« Heart. —G11L1AD abode beyond JorDaAN: and why 
« did Dan remain in Ships? As HER continued on the 
« Sea Shore, and abode in his Breaches. — Zg Bu Lv yy and 
„ NAYHTAE1 were a People that jeoparded their Lives 


'<« unto the Death, in the high Places of the Field. — The 


« KINGS came and fought ; then fought the K1nas of 


„ CAananin TaAN Ac by the Waters of Mg G1 Do, 


te they took no Gain of Money. — They fought from Heaven, 
« the STAR 5s in their Courſes fought againſt Sts ERA. 
% The River of Kis hon ſwept them away, that ancient 
River, the River KSH OM: O my Sour, thou hal 
% trodden down Strengh.—Then were the Horſes Hooſs 
* broken by the Means of the Prancings, the Prancings ef 

1 « their 
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ſcriptions of theD1ivinse MajzsTYinFJon? 
Where do we find So R Row flowing in ſuch a 
natural 


Es — 


« their mighty ones, — Curſe ye MANN OE, (ſaid the Aux o. 
« of the Lord) curſe ye bitterly the Inhabitants thereof: Be- 
« cauſe they came not to the Help of the Lon b, to the 
Help of the Lo RD againſt the Mighty. Bleſſed above 
« Women ſhall Jaz L, the Wife of HERNER the KE NIX 
« be, bleſſed ſhall ſhe be above Women in the Tent. — He 
% aſked Water and ſhe gave him Milk, the brought forth 
« Butter in a lordly Diſh. — She put her Hand to the Nail» 

and her Right Hand to the Workman's Hammer: And 
« with the Hammer ſhe ſmote 816 E a, ſhe ſmote off his 
« Head when ſhe had pierced and ſtricken thro* his Tem- 
„ ples. —At her Feet he bow'd, he fell, he lay down: At her 
« Feet he bow'd, he fell; where he bow'd there he fell down 
dead. — The Mother of S1s ER a looked out at a Win- 
« dow, and cried thro' the Latteſs, Why is his Chariot ſo long 
« in coming? Why tarry the Wheels of his Chariots ? 
« Her wile Ladies anſwered her, yea, ſhe return'd Anſwer to 
« herſelf, — Have they not ſped ? Have they not divided 
« the Prey, to every Man a Damſel or two? to 816K A 4 
« Prey of divers Colours, a Prey of divers Colours of Needle 
« Work, of divers Colours of Needle Work on both Sides, 
meet for the Necks of them that take the Spoil ? — So let 
« all thine Enemies periſh, O Lo xD But let them that love 
« him, be as the 8 v x when he goeth forth in his Mio AHT. 


$< Tux anſwered the Lo x unto 1 out of the 
„ WHIRLWIND, and ſaid —&, 


« Has T thou given the Horſe Strength? Haſt thou 


ce eee Neck with THUNDER? Canſt thou > 


„ DE NET NW 


natural prevailing PATHAOsG, as in the Prophet 


JzxzMy? One would think that every Letter 
was wrote with a TE ar, every Wor p was the 
Noisz of a BREAKINGHZARAT; and that 
the Author was one that never breath'd but in 


$1685, nor ſpoke but in a GRoOAN. . 


WI E N in turning over the ſacred Page, I read 
of 87 ME 6x waiting for, and expecting DEAN, 
as weary LaBouRERs do the Eve ninG.SMaprs, 
or the RRE W ARD of their Wo RK; when I read 
St PA U L with humble Impatience expreſſing his 
devout Defire of Death and Diſſolution; I muſt 


own, my Soul glows with Deſires to die the 


DRATR 


”_ 


— * ws — — 
* 


* him afraid Sr The Gro v ef b Ko 
4 s TRIILs is terrible. — He paweth in the Valley, and re- 
ﬆ joiceth in his Strength: He goeth on to meet the ARMED 
« Mg x. — He mocketh at Fx ar, and is not affrighted; 
neither turneth he back from the 8 W Oo D. — The Quiver 


« rattleth, againſt him, the glittering 8 EAR and the 


4 SuIEI b. —Ile ſwalloweth theGzounp vith Fr nes: 


„ESS and RAGE: neither believeth he 'tis the Sound of 
the Tau Mp zT,—He ſaith among the Trumpets, Ha, HA; 
ct and he ſmelleth the BAT I E afar off, the THUNDER 
10 of the Car TAI Ms and the SHOUTING," 


Die Ji 13 Bt RV, aff 


DzaTH of the R1icuTEoOvs, to breathe itſelf 
forth not in a GR Oo Ax butanEjacuLaTtiON, 


Wax the ſame St PA ul appears before the 
CoRINTHIANS, and diſcourſes to them on the 
RESURRECTION, and before his Judges, 
Frsrus and AGRIPPA, and harangues upon 
TEMPERANCE and the DA of Ju DOM EN r, 
how full of Life and Spirit, how full of the Pathe- 
tick is his Diction? Are not his very Jup ESG 
drawn, as it were by an EN OINE, into Compaſ- 
ſion and Gentleneſs, and made to ſhudder with 


Fear and TREMBLING? By the Dignity of 
the Subject, and the Strength of his Arguments, 
AGRIPPA was rous'd and alarm'd, and almoſt 
perſuaded to turn CHRISTIAN. This great 
AyoSTLE, even in the Opinion of Lo xoix us, 

K emi- 


94 = 
ͤ—— — 
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«| THERE is a ſtfong Probability that Lox G1wvw s, ſays 
* his ingenious Tranſlator, was not only acquainted with the 
« Writings of the Old Teſtament, but with thoſe alſo of the 
New, ſince to a Manuſcript of the latter in the VaT1 can 
« Library, there is preſix'd a Paſſage from ſome of this Author's. 


7 Wen which is preſerv'd there as an Inſtance of his 
Judg- 


wu LE TT E RR ME 
eminently diſtinguiſh'd himſelf by his inimitable 
Quickneſs and Sublimity of Stile. 


TAT HOIY ScrxiPTUuRE, with regard to 
the divine Original, and Principle of its Laws, 
and as to the Weight of Authority, and Extent of 
Utility, is preferable to all the Volumes in the 
World. In the SA c RED Pace we are taught, 
not by Diſputations endleſs and full of Quibbling, 

but 


— ” — FI" «a. OA £ «ed. r „ 8 — 


— 
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“Judgment. He is drawing up a Liſt of the greateſt Ora- 
tors, and at the Cloſe he ſays, And further, Pau L of Tar- 
« $8Vs, the chief Supporter of an Opinion not yet eſtabliſhed, 
« FABRICIUs, I own, has been fo officiouſly kind in his 
« BiBLioTHECA GRA, I. 4. c. 31. as to attribute 
« theſe Words to Chriſtian Forgery, but for what Reaſon 
« cannot conjecture. If for any of real Weight and Im- 


«« portance, certainly he ought not to have conceal'd them 
« from the World. | 


« Ir Loncinvus ever ſaw any of the Writings of $: 
« Pav r, he could not but entertain an high Opinion of him. 
« Such a Judge muſt needs applaud ſo maſterly an Orator. 
« For where is the Writer that can vie with him in ſublime 
« and pathetick Eloquence? Ds MosTH EN x S could rouſe 
* up the ATHENIANS againſt PII Ir, and Cicz80 
* ſtrike Shame and Confuſion into the Breaſts of An THON Y 
or CATALINE ; and did not the Eloquence of St Pa ur, 

„ tho” 


* - it Poe” 4 „ - 3 
nnn „ 1 * 


* 
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but by the Authority and Command of the A- 


MIGHTY, to hold faſt our Integrity, to ſubdue 


our Paſſions, to check all our Affections, to re- 


ſtrain our very TrovGHTs, our EvESs, our 


Hands, from all Manner of Evi. The Vices, 
the Frauds of Mankind, are threatned to be puniſh- 
ed with Perdition, Ignominy, with Chains, with 
Stripes, with Baniſhment from the Preſence of the 
Dz1iTy, and with ETExgRNALDEATH; But 
we ſee that ſincere, that juſt and honeſt Endea- 


vours are to be crown'd with Honours and Re- 
wards, 


” , 5 
6 ; 


* tho' bound in degrading Fetters, make the oppreſſive, the 
« abandon'd FEIIx tremble, and almoſt perſuade A RIA, 
in ſpite of all his Prejudice, to be a Chriſtian? Howmzr 
* after his Death was look'd upon as more than human, and 
“ Temples were erefted to his Honour; and was not St 
« PAvuL admir'd as a God even whilſt he was on Earth, 
„ when the Inhabitants of LV STR a would have ſacrificed 
to him? Let his Writings be examin'd and judg'd by the 


tc ſevereſt Teſt of the ſevereſt Criticks, and they cannot be found 


« deficient ; nay, they will appear more abundantly ſtock'd 
« with ſublime and pathetick Thoughts, with ſtrong and beau 
« tiful Figures, with nervous and-elegant Expreſlions, than any 
« other Compoſition in the World.“ 
Vid. Mr SN R's Preface to his Tranſſat. of LON GIN 
. 23. 24 


* 
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wards, GLoRyY and IMMORTALITY. The 
Hol Y SCRIPTURE, in ſhort, is above all Pa. 
negyrick : *Tis very truly and emphatically ſtiled 
by the ArosTLE, TRE GirT or Gop,'the 
Mother of all Eloquence. Tis not to be equall'd, 
either for the Flow and Copiouſneſs of the Ex- 


_ preſſion, or the Grandeur of the Subject, by the 


moſt eloquent of the Heathens. Every Sentence 
is lofty and ſublime, and caſts, as it were, a 
GLokry round it. | 


Jan, 
DEAR SIR 


Tours, &c. 


& 


: 
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DEAR SIR, 


E of this Profeſſion ought to have 


a becoming Smoothneſs of Deli- 
very, and a lively ſpirited Man- 


ner of Expreſſion. There are ſome Men ſo harſh, 
ſo do ſo effeminate in their T one of Voice, 
ſo ſtuttering, ſo drawling, and ſpiritleſs in their 
Expreſſion, ſo ungraceful, aukward, and ſlovenly 
in their Manner of ſpeaking, that they can never 
be heard diſcourſing even on the moſt 8 
S ects with Pleaſure. 


AND 
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AnD here we may perceive the Capital Miſtake 
of thoſe who are entruſted with the Education of 
Youth; they frequently adviſe Parents to breed up 

their Sons to the Church, without ever conſulting 
their Abilities or Inclinations. The forming of 
Youth was reckon'd a Matter of that Conſequence 
by the polite ATHEN 1 AN s, that the Education of 
their Children was under the Direction of particu- 


lar INVSPECTORS and CENSORS, accountable 


tothe STATE. Andindeed it requires the great- 
eſt Delicacy and Strength of Mind to perform ſo 
difficult and arduous a Taſk as it ought. *Tis 
exceedingly hard, in the Beginning eſpecially, ta 
pry into the Souls of young Perſons, and diſcover 
the different Bent of Genius in each; not to ſay that 
the Dawn of Genius is often as flattering as the 
SERENITY of an APRIL Moki, or the 


Bloom of a forward FL o w E R, ſeen and admire 
one Moment, and loſt | in the next. | 


A Maſter or r Tutor ought above al Things 
to have a ſpecial Attention to the Caſt 'of Seri 


with which Nature has endow'd his Plſpils or 
| Scho- 


UE TT RIG gs 


Scholars. For we perceive that in the Ag Ts, the 
ame Schools, as it were, furniſh, and the ſame 
CRAFTSMEN and MEcHanicks form, Scholars 
in the ſeveral Arts, each unlike the one to the 
other, yet all of them excellent in their Kind ; 
therefore the Tutor or Teacher ought to accom- 
modate his Manner to the ſeveral Capacities of 
Youth, He muſt try what becomes them belt, 
what Lengths they can go with regard to their 
Voice, their Strength, their Lungs; and if he 
finds they have any thing downright averſe in their 
Natures for the Attainments neceſſary in our Pro- 
feſſion, or any thing ſhocking in their Manner of 
ſpeaking, which the Refinements of Art and Study 
cannot remedy, he ſhouid adviſe them to turn 
their Views to ſome other Way of Life, and not 
unmercifully beat and flog out of them, as is the 
Practice of but too many, the few Grains of Ge- 
nius Nature has given them. An ingenuous Mind 
will ſooner be wrought upon by mild Treat- 
ment, than by Violence and Rigour; which rather 
lems Diſcharge of the Maſter's Spleen and Paſ- 
lion, than intended for the Scholar's Advantage. 

There 
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There is a certain Heſitancy and Baſhfulneſs i; 
ſome Natures which muſt not be check'd, but 
puſh'd forward with as much Care and Diligence, 
as a ſkilful Ax IS T in GARDENING would 
the Circulation of an EXO T ICE PAN 
in his GREEN- HOUSE, or a TREE in bis 
ORchARD that is a baſhful Bearer. SEvERIrV 
ſhould never be made Uſe of till all gentler Me- 
thods have been tried, and found unſucceſsful 
then indeed it may be /praftis'd as the ultimate 
Remedy, but then too with Diſcretion, ſo as to 
carry nothing of Revenge along with it, ſo as to 
be no greater than Neceſſity requires, and to con- 
tinue no longer than till it produces either Amend- 
ment, or diſcovers an utter Incapacity for Learn- 


Ing. 


TmvsT own, the Maſter is not always to blame 
for recommending Youth that are a little thick- 
ſkulPd, have ſlender Parts, and ſlow Apprehen- 
fions, to go into our Profeſſion ; becauſe, I be- 
lieve, 'tis ſometimes the Parents' Fault, a * 
a particular Liking to it, and therefore | 


Sons may be of it. But in ſo great, ſo important, 


and weighty an Affair of Life, Parents ought to 
conſider the Capacities of their Children, more 
chan their own Inclinations. Yet Maſters are fo 
far to blame, as when they cannot keep their Tem- 
per, and bear the Tediouſneſs of learning thoſe 
with Patience who have none of the quickeſt Parts. 
They ought to wait the Iſſue of their Hopes, how- 
ever long it may be deferrd. There are many 


excellent Tempers, ſays an ingenious Perſon, 
which are worthy to be nouriſhed and cultivated 
with all poſſible Diligence and Care, that were 
never deſign'd to be acquainted with Ax I sTOTI E, 
TuLLy, or VIRGIL ; and there are as many 
who have Capacities for underſtanding every Word 
thoſe great Perſons have writ; and yet were not 
born to have any Reliſh of their Writings. Such 
therefore (as I intimated before) ſhould be ſent to 
ſome Mechanick Way of Life, without reſpect to 
their Birth, if Nature deſign'd them for nothing 
higher, for 'tis no Cult to be an, honeſt plain 
TRADES MAN or Mz ON ANA CK. But before | 
they, f eo chat they have, the moſt natural Pro- 
ya Bb pen- 
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penſity to, let them be allur d to Habits of Virtue, 
and their Minds train'd to a Senſe of Honour and 
Religion, whilſt they are in the Simplicity of 
their native Innocence, full of Shame, and capable 


of any Impreſſion from that Grace of Soul]; and 


let not the Sparks of Virtue be extinguiſh'd in 
them for Want of Patience, Care, and Culture 
the moſt excellent Natures are ſoon depreciated and 
ſpoil'd by Negligence and Impatience, and Want 
of proper Application to exalt them into good 
Habits. 1 


PLAN TS and VEGETABLES are cultivated 
e into the Production of finer Fruit than they 
« would yield without that Care. NATuRAI 
* HisTORIANS tell us, that no Fruit grew 
& originally among us, beſides His and Haws, 
© Acorns and Prc-NvurTts, with other Deli- 
& cacies of the like Nature; that our Climate of 
& itſelf, and without Culture, can make no farther 
« Advances towards a PLUMB than to a SLO8, 
* and carries an APPL E to no greater Pet 
ce than a CRAB; that our Mxroxs, our Pr Ants, 
9 * cur 
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« gur Fi6s, our ArRI OO GES, and Cas RRIES, 
are Strangers among us, imported in different 
« Apes, and naturaliz'd in our E x GLISH GaR- 
«* DENS by Culture; and that they would all de- 
«© generate and fall away into the Traſh of our 
e own Country, if they were wholly neglected by 
« the PLAN TER, and not cultivated, but left to 
* the Mercy of our Su x and So 11. Nei- 


* ther, I think, can we hope to model a ten- 
« der conſcious Spirit into Acts of Virtue, with- 
cc out the ſame Method as is uſed to improve 
6 the VEGETABLE Worn, to cut TIM BER, 
<< or give new Shape to a Piece of Sr oN R or 
„ MarBLE.” 
Ov modern forward Sr 1es of Quality put 
forth nothing but BLoss ous, and continue a kind 
of overgrown' Children all their Lifetime, The 
Reaſon is, Younc Mas$T ER is not ſuffer'd by 
the frond MAMMA to be too much plagued 
with going to S cHO Ot, for fear of | breaking his 
Spirits, making him bookiſh, and ſo fit for nothing 
but to make a P a xs 0,----How do theſe Sparks 
0 05 * "OY 
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behave chemſelves in the Prime of Life ? In Re- 
LIOIOR, they are generally FN EE-Tn INKERs 
(in the worſt Senſe of the Word) from the want 


of an early pious Education; in Pot 1T1exs, 


they are Slaves to the Party whoſe Principles they 


were brought up in; in Mon Als, they are looſe, 
and above all other Evils, deteſt Sol TUD E and 
MaAaTRIMONY : the firſt, becauſe it would make 
them converſe with themſelves ; and the latter, be- 
cauſe it might lead them into the Company of 2 
Perſon, towards whom they know not how to be- 
have, VIZ. that of A Mov EST WOMAN. 


As to a PuBII CR or PRIVATE EpvcaTiON, 
tis not yet determined, I think, which is moſt eli 
gible ; ſometimes the one, and ſometimes the other 
is preferr'd, according to the Fancy of People of 
fine Taſte, As in ancient PE & $14 the Youth of 
Quality was put to a polite ME Þ E for Education, 
ſo the Child of Diſtinction about * * # ## #$# # + 
is happy in having his # ## ## #*#* # ## ### 
for his publick or private Tutor. As young 
Maſter is only deſign'd for a fine Gentleman, it 


would 
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would give an unhappy Biaſs to his Infant · Mind, 
to make a good ſound PROTESTANT, an orthodox 
CnxrrsrIan, or a loyal Su jg er of him; the 
Child, to be ſure, is too young to imbibe the Prin- 
ciples of Diſobedience to his Gov; or his PaIx Or, 
from the Policies and Maxims of a * #* * #* * 
Teacher; there is no Need to make LoyarTy 
of either Kind habitual to it, or to take Care that 
Dr1sLoYALT v do not become ſo in its Stead, | 


Bur if you were to demand my Opinion con- 
cerning a publick or private Education, which 
ought to have the Preference, I ſhould tell you, 
that the Youth who is like a weak BAR k, which 
in boiſterous S EAS and Wr Vos carries too much 
SA1L, and too little Ballaſt, whoſe Jud 6M ENT 
is weak and unſteady, and whoſe Pass ION s are 
light and violent as HvRRIC AN ES, ought un- 
queſtionably to have a private Education; but ſe- 
dater Tempers a publick one. It ought no more 
to derogate from the Excellency of the latter, be- 
cauſe of the Miſcarriages of ſome unhappy Na- 
tures, than ſome few SHIP WRESkES ought to 
dil 
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diſcredit N-avi6aTIoON, or the failing of ' ſome 
few TrxaDztrs diſparage ART and Impys 
TRY; *tis enough that the experienced and ſkilful, 
the careful and diligent, do generally fail ſucceſs. 
fully, What valuable Treaſures have beenderiy'd 
to Poſterity from thoſe famous Schools of Py. 
THAGORAS, SOCRATES, ZENO, PLATO, 
ArisTOTLE, inſtituted at Ar HENSͤ; and 
thoſe of PoLyBrus, CarRnNEtaDEs, Dioocr- 


NES, CRITOLAUS, and others, ſet up at Ro uE; 
by whoſe noble Precepts and Inſtructions were 
formed the learned and eminent Heroes of Anti 
quity, that have done Honour to Human Nature, 
and left ſuch Tracts of Glory behind them, as 
diſtinguiſh the Years in which they acted their Parts 
from the ordinary Courſe of Time? 


Bu r to reſume. As there is a Manner of 
fpeaking in which nothing ſhocks an Audience, 
nothing can diſguſt, nothing can diſpleaſe it; 
Manner in which there is nothing that is uncouth, 
harſh, or untunable, nothing that is auk ward, rul- 
tick, or e, nothing that is drowſy, dry, 

- and 
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and ſpiritleſs ; we muſt follow that, and endeavour 
to ſpeak quickly, ſmoothly, and gently. For an 
Audience of all Things cannot endure to hear a 
SER MON drawlingly preached, or the Divine Ser- 
vice negligently ſlubber'd over, read in a lifeleſs, 
cool, diſpaſſionate Manner, or yet ſpoke with puf- 
fing and ſwelling. Such is the Effect of a feeling 
Manner of ſpeaking, that it becomes, as it were, 
the Pre Tv RR of our own Minds, and conciliates 
the Eſteem and Attention of our Hearers. The 
Common Prayer eſpecially makes a deeper 
Impreffion upon them, when they perceive in us 
a proper Fervour and Emotion of Soul. For as 
no Mar TEA is ſo combuſtible as to kindle with- 
out the Application of Fire; ſo no one's Mind is 
fo ſuſceptible of the Power of DzvoT1on, as 
to catch its Blaze, unleſs we, when we read Pray- 
ers, appear to be ſo affected, as to be all of a 


Flame ourſelves. In ſhort, a becoming PATH OS 
and Energy of Diction animates an Audience with 
uncommon Life and Spirit, and gives mere Words 
the Force, as it were, of Inſpiration. 


© T10N with ſuch a comfortable Au r HORI Ty, 


. 9 


200 L. E TT ER NX. 

Ho pathetick and beautiful is URANIU S. 
Manner of reading the Common PAATEA 
*« He reads the whole Service ſo diſtinctly, ſo 
«© emphatically, ſo fervently, that tis next to an 
4 Impoſlibility to be unattentive. Peoples“ Eyes 
„ and Thoughts cannot wander as they uſually 
« do when ſome others read, but are con- 
« fin'd to their Prayers; their Minds are really 
« affected, and fervent Wiſhes accompany their 
« Words. For H x reads the Conrzss10n 
<« with ſuch a reſign'd Humility, the AB$s0L v: 


©« the THANKSGIVINGS with ſuch a religious 
© Toy, as makes his HEAR ERS feel thoſe Af. 
« fectons of the Mind that HE himſelf does, 
they ſeem tranſported in their Addrefles to the 
« ALMIGHTY, and, as it were, in HEavsn. 


« I would propoſe this Clergyman as a Pattern 
to all thoſe of our Profeſſion, who murder the | 
** DiviNE Service by their Manner of reading 
„it. The Exaurz of, ſuch an excellent 
Reader would make thoſe that ae afraid of 


ce ſtretch» 


o 


* 


** 
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« ſtretching their -Mouths, and - ſpoiling their 
« Lungs; learn to read with Clearneſs, Loudneſs, 
« and Strength; and others that affect a rakiſh 
<«< negligent Air, by folding their Arms, and lol- 
<« ling on their Book, would be taught by HIN 
« a decent Behaviour, and'a comeiy Erection of 
« Body: Thoſe that read fo faſt, as if im- 
e patient of their Work, may learn by Him to 
« ſpeak deliberately. There are another Sort 
« of Perſons whom we may call PiNnDARICK 
* READERS, as being confin'd to no ſet Mea- 
« ſure; | theſe pronounce five or ſix Words with 
« great Deliberation, and the five or fix ſubſequent 
ones with as great Celerity: The firſt Part of 
e a Sentence with a loud exalted Voice, and the 
4 latter Part with a low ſubmiſſive one: Some- 
times again with one ſort of Tone, and imme» 
« diately after with a very different one. Theſe 
Gentlemen might learn of my admir'd -R z av- 
„ER URranivs, an Evenneſs. of Voice and 
Delivery ; and all who are innocent of theſe A& 
« fectations, but read th ſuch an Indifferency, as 
10 'F * did not underſtand the Language, or 

"x Ce « were 
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t were reading a BAL LAN r News Par x; 
< may be informed by His Examet x of the 
« Art of reading Prayers movingly and fervently, 
% how to place the Emphaſis, and give the pro- 
« per Accent to each Word, and how to vary the 
Voice according to the Nature of the Sentence. 


al - , "SEE Ga S&#% 


How great an Influence would the Service 
« of our Church have on the People, containing 
the beſt Prayers that ever were compos d, and 
« that in Terms moſt affecting. moſt humble, 
« and moſt expreſſive of our Wants, and Depen- 
« dance on the Subject of our Worſhip, diſpos d 
« in a moſt proper Order, and void of all Con- 
& fuſion; what Influence, I ſay, would theſe 
0 Prayers have, were their exalted Senſe not de- 
3 preciated by the diſpaſſionate Indolence of the 
Readers here eomplainꝰd of, but deliver d in the 
Manner that URANTus does, with a due 
« Emphaſis, and appoſite riſing; and Variation of 
* Voice, the Sentence concluded with a gentle Ca- 
« dence, and, in a Word, with ſuch an Accent 
and Turn of Speech as is peculiar to Praye 
7 > 2 Wr 


* 


= 
= . 
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WI of this Profeſſion, my Friend, ought. to 
keep clear of the InDECENCIES.of Arrgc: 
TATION In Preaching. For Affectation fills the 
Mouths of Men with Bombaſt and Fuſtian, and 
gives them ſuch Sentiments as proceed rather from 
A lofty Swelling and Tumor, than a true Greatneſs 
of Mind, and ſuch an ungraceful Action, Dreſs, 
and Delivery, as makes them perfectly ridiculous. 
Gex vo has furniſhed himſelf with a well comb'd 
Toupee, and an immutable Countenance, has got 
a Jauntee Air, oppoſes his Front to the Ladies, 
ſtares ſedately between every Sentence, nor will 
he give over this his ſurprizing Rhetorick, till he 
has ſtar d every one of his fair Audience out af 
Countenance. W 46 5 


DIABIINTESs has got it into his Head that 
the WI TE GLOVE is a great Help to a po- 
lite Preacher, if uſed with Skill and Judgment. 
The diſplaying a fine Glove as white as Lilly, 
when the Hand waves gently along with a ſoft 
ſmooth Period, adds an irreſiſtable Force, ſays, 


DIAAIIB TES, ta whatever you deliver, gives 
| it 


it the Stamp of Sublime, and makes it appear 
with an inimitable Grace and Elegance. Inſtead 
of puſhing your Adverſary Home in a Contro- 
verſial Sermon, continues he, with Mop and 


Ficurz, Major and Mix ox, there is no 
more neceſſary, but to make an Extenſion of that 


Hand on which you wear your Preaching Glove, 


and you'll infallibly be adjudged Victor, by your 
Auditors. N r 


SanDROCOTUS holds the thumping the 
Cusn1on as a powerful Auxiliary in the Pulpit. 
The thumping it every now and then, may ſup- 
ply a Pauſe, ſays he, expreſs Joy, Anczs, or 
ſeveral other Paſſions, according to the Action or 
Manner you uſe in thumping it. A late celebra- 
ted Preacher, adds he, who generally had the 
good Fortune to pleaſe, on any Emergency in the 
Pulpit had immediate Recourſe to the Expnzs 
$1veE Tuuur, and ſeldom without Succeſs, 


Cyzicenvs thinks he:charms both che great 
and ſmall Vulgar with the Aſſiſtance of a beautis 
0 ful 
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ful Wmrire HanDKtrcHier, Whenever he 
is like to be at a Loſs, he never makes a Hut 
or H a, but whips from under his Gown his Ds 
cLamarorny HANDKERCHIEF in ſo pretty, 
genteel, and elegant a Manner, that it immedi- 
ately cauſes a Redundancy of Wit, he tells you, 
Fluency of Words, Propriety of 8 and 
Impetuoſity of Diction, Se. * 

We ſee a thouſand Abſurdities committed, 
DAR SIR, by theſe finical affected Coxcombs, 
which the very Vulgar, I am ſure, would be a- 
cham'd of, and the mot illiterate Hearer condemn. 
« But if any one be ſurpriz d, ſays the Roman 
« ORKATOR, that theſe Things are diſcerned and 
« mark*d by the moſt vulgar Audience, he need 
but only reflect how great and incredible the 
Force of Nature is in every Thing, eſpecially 
in this; for every Man has within him a cer- 
e tain tacit Senſe, which enables him to diſtinguiſh 
« what is right or wrong in Arts and Sciences, 
and this without Inſtruction and Information. 
oy A GUNTENE good with regard to 
« Pic» 
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« Pictures, Statues, and other Works, in eritici. 
ging which, they have leſs Aſſiſtance from Na. 
“ ture, tis much more evident in the Judgment 
<« they form upon Words, Harmony, and Deli. 
« very, becauſe this is a Judgment implanted in 
' < the Senſes that are common to all Mankind; 
Tig a Faculty which Nature never meant that 
« any rational Creature ſhould be abſolutely with. 


«c our. 29 


Cic RO de Orat. Lib. 3. 


Tux common People are not ſuch ſtupid Clod 
Pates (tho* they want Politeneſs) but they can 
judge of the Refinement of thoſe Pleaſures which 
Nature has dictated. I have, I aſſure you, ſeen 
both Wit and Pleaſantry, and Diſcernment among 
them, and as perfect as is needful to their Cir- 
cumſtance. | 


A cErTAIN Lord king a Walk hh a 
Gentleman near a Country Village, ſaw a poor 
Boy dragging a Cary Home with both his 
Hands; * You n ſays my Lox p, laugh- 


« ing, 


7 ings Fil make the Boy leave his Calf;“ ſup- 
-oſing the Boy would have pull'd off his HA r 
to him; but being diſappointed, . Sirrah, ſays he, 
« don't you ſee me, and d'ye keep your Hat 
« on?” ( A*n't pleaſe your LoRDSHIT to 
« hold my Calf, (reply'd the Boy) I'll pull it off 3 
« but at preſent, you ſee, I have my Hands full.”? 


An illiterate Couxrxy FarMER once took 
a Fancy to hear the LATIN DiseuTEs of 
Docroxs at an Univs 181 TY. He was aſk' d 
what Pleaſure he could take in viewing ſuch Com- 
batants, when he could never know ſo much as 
which of the Parties got the better. For that 
Matter, (reply'd the FAR MER) La'n't ſuch a 
« Fool neither, but I can ſee who's the firſt that 
« puts the other in a Paſſion.” Nature herſelf 
dictated this Leſſon to the Farmer; that he, who 
had the better of the Argument, would be eaſy 
and well-humour*d;; but he, who was unable to 
ſupport his. Cauſe by Reaſon, would naturally loſe 
his Temper, and grow violent. 
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- Inavz ſeen low and uncultivated Minds fur. 

| prizingly affected on beholding thoſe noble Pieces 

of Painting, the celebrated CARTOONHsS of 

RarhHAxt, at Hur row Cour. To ſee 

the ſilent Eloquence, the earneſt enforcing Look, 

| the devour Geſture of St PA t preaching, is not 

a dumb Entertainment to the Eye of the Vulgu, 

but a ſpeaking Image to their Minds, that awa- 

kens every drowſy Sentiment in them, and hur- 

ries them by an amazing and imperceptible Vio- 

lence, thro? every Paſſion nen on the * 
CANVAS: t 9289 PUNT 
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m OI * | ? 
Wuar draws ld the numerous Crow 
of the ſmall and great Vu ,GAR in LonDoR, to 
hear HIS GRACE oF, Can TERBU RY, the 


BRITIsu CictRO,: barangue in the Pulpit, 
but the Rapture which his Language never fails 
to inſpire, and that Softneſs of Delivery, and mo- 
deft Action, which engages the Attention, and 
charms every Faculty? There is indeed ſo much 


—_— 
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Spirit, ſo much Force, fo much Paſſion in his 
Eyes, his Features, and his Air, (nay, his very 
Hands have an artleſs Meaning in them) ſo power- 
ul is the Torrent of weighty, well-chofen Expreſ- 
fons, ſo entire his Sentiments, ſo juſt, ſo new, 
with ſo unaffected, ſo manly a Glow, that there is 
not'a Soul in his Audience can help being all in a 
Flame, | | 


AuOD ZS Action and Delivery carry an ex- 
traordinary Prejudice in their Favour, an irreſiſt- 
able Force, by recommending the Goodneſs of 
a Man's Heart. The Man who diſcovers no 
Symptoms of being being abaſh'd at committing 
Indecencies, in Cr cx xo's Opinion, deſerves not 


ReyRooe only, but PunisHMENT. So great 
a Veneration had the F ROMAN SENATE for a 
D d | | be- 
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* Row , cum multe GRA CI Civitates, Dueftum de 
Lijuriis PHl Ly PL Regis Macedonum wenifſent, & Diſceptatio 
ia Senatu inter DEMETRIU M Philippi Filium, quem Pater ad 
fatisfaci endum Senatui miſcrat, (FLegatos Ci vitatum et * 

| *v 2 | 4 
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becoming Baſhfulneſs in ſpeaking, that they 
pardon'd the flagrant Miſdemeanours of King 
PRHIILI p, for the ſake of the modeſt Eloquence of 
his Son DzMETRIUs, who was thrown into 
Confuſion and Silence on barely hearing the long 
Catalogue of his Father's Crimes. The Man who 
excells in Preaching, is generally the more ſenſible 
of its Difficulty, he is under the greateſt Concern 
how to anſwer the Expectation of his Hearers. 
But the Man who can compaſs nothmg worthy of 
his Profeſſion, worthy of the Name of a Preacher, 
or worthy the Attention of his Hearers, is ſeldom 
under any Concern, he has not the Grace either 
to bluſh at, or to avoid I ndecencies. Some in- 
deed put on a demure Look, and counterfeit an 

te. Air 
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ba RQuerelarum confuſus Adoliſcent, repenti obticuit. Tune Sena - 
tus VE RECUNDIA %, motus, que probata etiam antea, 
cum Obſes Ro m e et, omnibus fuerat, CA us a M illi a- 
navit: Atque ita MoDesTia % DEMETRIUS 
Veniam Par r 1, non Jure Defenſfionis, fed Patrocinis Pu- 
DOR1S obtinuit : quod ipſum Decreto SENATU s fignifica- 


tum eſt, ut appareret, non tam abſolutum Regem, quam donatun 
Fil1o Patrem. * ' 


Jus T Hift, L. 32. 
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Air of Baſhfulneſs and Modeſty, but then it ſits 
upon them with ſo little Eaſe and Grace, that an 
Audience preſently detects the Cheat, and deteſts 
it. For there is as much Difference between a na- 
tural Shame, a real Emotion of Soul, and a coun- 
terfeit one, as there is between the LI OGH that 
glitters in a DAM ON, and that which faintly 
imitates it in a PEBBLE. 


Tn us far, Dear Sir, of a Clergyman's Lx arn- 
Inc and Skill in Divinity and ELoQuence ; 


* That he may be a Workman that needeth 


* not be aſhamed.”*”----To be an excellent Preach- 
er, I know, requires the Study apd Praftice of 
a Man's Life, a peculiar Genius, and a noble 
Stock of Nature; but all of us (ſince we are fre- 
quently requir d to ſpeak in Publick) ſhould ar- 
rive at ſuch a Degree of Learning and Eloquence, 


as to ſpeak in proper and handſome Terms, to ex- 


preſs ourſelves with Clearneſs, and with ſo much 
Gracefulneſs, at leaſt, as our Matter may not ſuffer 


Wi our Language, nor our Language by our De- 
livery. 


— 


ditors of the better Breeding; to illuſtrate it, when 
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livery. But it will be highly uſeful, beſides G. 
to adorn our Diſcourſe with the more 8E L Er 
PuR As Es, and refin'd Forms of Speech, which 
will make it reliſh better, eſpecially to the Au- 


Occaſion requires, with eaſy and decent Meta- 
phors, not ſordily mean, nor prodigiouſly vaſt; 
to be able to command the Uſe of natural and 
elegant S1MILITVDES, for ILLUSTRATION, 
and not for VARN1SH to know what Words to 
uſe to aggravate, and what to extenuate, with a 
Regard had always to Truth and Sobriety ; to de- 
lineate a VigTu E or a VI cx, a Good or a Bay 
Man in ſuch proper and natural Colours, as may 
raiſe the Eſteem or Averſion, the Love or Hatred 
of our Auditors to them at Pleaſure ; if we can 
arrive to this, then we ſhall, in a true Senſe, 
DoMinAaRitinCONCIONIERYS---beLorkDs 
over the Affections of our Heaters; which if wo 
take Care to join with orthodox found Doctrine, 
and good Reaſoning, we ſhall then have the fame 
Advantage for VIX Tux, which the DRVII hi 
| againk 
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gainſt it, that is, we ſhall have all the Warmth of 
f MENS Pass10Ns pleading for it. 


Jam, 


Dzan SIR, 


. N 
Yours, &c. 
5 z 
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So 


DERAR SIR, 


Shall now ſhew you, by way of Pos TroRI r, 
what is requir d to make a CTEROYMAN 
an OR THODOXT TEACHER, ---- © right- 

ly dividing the WorD of TRU TR.“ Now 
to do this, he muſt be lawfully called to the M 1- 
NISTRY, He cannot divide the Wor o rightly 
if he have a wrong Title to do it, if he do it upon 
his own Head, or upon inſufficient Authority, 
Now, I think, *tis ſufficiently prov d, even to the 


filencing GAINSAYER, that the only ordinary 
| UE | — 
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lawful Call into the Miniſtry is by Eerscop a; 
Oxy INATION, For we find no Ordination i 
Scripture but what was made by the APOSTL ng, 
and whom they had before ordain'd Biſhops, as iy 
clear by the Example of PAUL, BARNABA5 
and TiTus; and never "any Ordination by 
PrxESBYTERS was ever ſo much as dreamt of 
till of late Years, and that was only to ſerve ; 
Turn at Gznrzva. Therefore all that come 
rightly into the Clergy, muſt come this Way, 
*Tis not the being of a pert confident Humour, 
or a popular noiſy Eloquence, that gives a Man a 
Commiſſion to divide the WorD of TRV, 
but this lawful Means which CH 1s T has inſti 
tuted ; this is the only Doo which our Bi 2s 
SED Lok p has made to come into the Cy vx ca, 
and then he has made the Conſequence, that they 
who come in otherwiſe are THIEvES and Ros 
a ERS. Without a lawful Ox b INATION a Man 
has no more Title to the Px12sTHo0D than he 
has to the CROWN, and the Crime of each Pre- 
ſumption is equally great, only the Laws are more 


ſevere againſt the one than the other. © But when 
Gov 


POSTSCRIPT, 277 
God took the Execution into his Hands, the Caſe 
was otherwiſe; for when Koran, DAT HAN, 
and ABIRAM, uſurp'd the Prieſthood, they 
found as dreadful a Puniſhment as ever any Trai- 


tor lince. 


Livy in his * Hiſtory tells us, that the Fa- 
mily of the PoT1Ti1, who had the Privilege of 
performing the Prieſtly Office at the Altar of 
HERCULES, called the AR A Maxima, ha- 
ving by the Advice of Ay y rus the Cenſor, in- 
ſtructed ſome publick Servants in the ſolemn Rites 


of their Function with a Deſign to commit the Ex- 
erciſe of their Office to them as their Delegates, 
an amazing Effect enſued; and one; ſays the Hi- 
ſtorian, that may Juſtly deter from making any 
Alteration in Religion, for tho? there were at that 
Time twelve Families of the POT IT 11, and thirty 
Perſons above the Age of fourteen Years, they all 
dy'd within the Space of one Yeat thereafter; and 
the whole Race became extin&. Nor is it only 
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obſerv*d, continues he, that the Name of the 
PoT1T1t periſh'd upon this Occaſion, but alſo 
that Ayy1vs the Cenſor, ſome Years after, by 
the laſting Reſentment of H x av N, entirely loſt 
the Sight of his Eyes. 


He muſt be no SCHISMATICK. If a Man 
comes into the Church ever ſo regularly, yet if he 
ſchiſmatically makes a Separation from it, he is no 
orthodox Teacher, he does not righty divide the 
Word of Truth, becauſe he takes wrong Meaſures 
to do it; he has ap Commiſſion to be a Teacher 
out of the Church, his Orders do not qualify him 
to ſet up Altar againſt Altar, but he acts as hei- 
nouſly as if he preach*d' the Goſpel without any 
Orders at all. OurBrzs$szD Saviovuk in the 
whole Tenour of his Doctrine preaches up Peace 
and Unity; in his dying Speech to his Diſciples, he 
ſays, Peace I leave with you, my Peace I give 
<« unto you.” The ArosTLE does, with all the 
pathetica! Endearments imaginable, engage us to 
Unit, © If there be any ConsoLAT1oNnin 
** Carisr, ſays he, if there be any Comront 

rv. « in 
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« in LovE, Nc. fulfill ye es Joy, that ye be 
« all like- minded.“ | 


Nos rx was that Ax swe R of a certain PR E- 
LATE, and worthy of a Chriſtian Biſhop, to a 
Prime Min1$STER's Letter, containing a Re- 
proof for holding ſome orthodox Opinions which 
the Miniſter did. not like. -A B1s Roe, whoſe 
« Conſcience cannot reproach him, who likes the 
« Place of his Reſidence, and has no. Ambition to 
& live within the Sun-ſhine of a Court, need fear 
nothing of what your Lon Ds HIV can write to 
him. AsaNozBLEMAN, I pay you Reſpect; 
« asa MINISTER of State, I have nothing to 
* do. with you; as a ChRrIsSTIAN, I am ac- 
e countable to G op alone. Tis before his TRI- 
„BUN AL I hope to render myſelf acceptable, 
« where ue muſt both of us appear ſhortly : And 
eit behoves you, my Lo v, fo take heed, leſt 
you ſhould not find there the ſame Favour as 
«© in the Covx Ts of Menx.'* Lan 


Hz muſt not be an Herz TiC, one that 
| holds. 
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holds an erroneous F a1 T N concerning the funda- 
mental Parts of Religion, concerning the t'y 3- 
N IT, the INCARNATION, SATISFACTION 


of our Lo,RD.; concerning the DEIT y of the 
HoLy GRosr, and the Neceſſity of his GRACE; 
ſuch an one is ſo far from being a right Divider of 
the Truth, that he teaches a falſe Religion, and 
another Goſpel; ſuch an one ought not to con- 
tinue a Member of CHR 18 178 Flock, much leſs 
a Teacher and Paſtor of it. 
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Hx muſt not be an obſtinate Defender ob any 
Falſe or erroneous Doctrine of leſſer Moment; 
For let the Doctrine be of ever ſo ſmall Moment, 
*tis ſtill an Oppoſition againſt the Truth, tis a con- 
fronting of GoD's Wor D, and an innovating 
in the Doctrine of the CATHOL IEK Cuvrcs: 
Beſides, tis very dangerous to have a Teacher of 
ſuch erroneous Opinions; becauſe tis very natural 
for the People to imbibe them from him, and they 
may be tempted in Time, for the Eſteem: they 
have for their Paſtor, to make a formal Schiſm. 


Eon 
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Fox a Mints TER to be an Ox THODOx 
Tz acHeER, he muſt not teach uncertain Truths: 
The Aro8TLE bids us exhort with found Doc- 
trine, not to build with Ha'vandStuBLE; 
and he himſelf came with DEMONSTRATIOx, 
as weltas PowE R; and the other Apoſtles taught 
what they had heard and ſeen; which ought to be 
well conſider*d by thoſe Divines, who value them- 
ſelves upon their new-fangled Nos TRUMS in 
D1ivini1Ty, and fine-fpun Inventions in this 
Science. For Divinity is a Thing which is recom- 


but once delivered to the Saints, and fo leaves 
no Room for the Wits of later Ages. But if Men 
muſt be ſhewing their Parts, and giving the World 
a Caſt of their rare Inventions, they have a large 
Scope for it elſewhere, but, by all Nenn, . 
ought to ſpare DIT VI MITT＋. 


” = 
TURE, and the ExPLicaT1on of the Ca- 


THOLICK CHURCH-.. To teach Doctrines with- 


out the nn of Scripture, | is to teach the 
Doc- 


mended ' moſt ' by: Antiquity. Our F arTH was 


HE 3 ground his Doctrine upon Sc R1P- | 
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Doctrines of Men; and to explain Scripture other. 
viſe than the Church of G op has done in all Ages 
is always Preſumption, and frequently Hereſy, 
All Doctrines, and Explications of Faith eſpe. 
cially, were ſuperabundantly fifted by ancient 
Councils and Writers, when they were Matter of 
Debate for ſo. many Ages; and therefore we ought 
to ſtick to their Notions and Expreſſions of theſe 
facred Truths, who are ſuppov'd to; underſtand 
them better than any ſingle modern Divine, who 
has only convers'd with his own "Thoughts, 
Now to remedy this, we ought to ſtudy Dyvsn 
i v firſt out of the Ho SRI TUR E, and 
next out of the FATHER Ss, who, let ſome Men 
ſay what they will, were Men of very good Senſe, 
and talk very intelligibly : and tho* the S o 
NIans and REMONSTRANTS may have more 
of Method, Cloſeneſs, and. Subtilty, they have 
that which makes Alloy for all. this, a great deal 
more Of FLERESY. by Al 25; 


| Any now, (my Friend h) I can. pereeiie is 
Time to put an End. to this Epiſtolary Corfelpon« 
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dence. I have taken the Liberty, you ſee, to 
laugh upon ſome Occaſions ; and if I have either 
laugh'd wrong, or been impertinently ſerious, I can 
be content to be laugh'd at in my Turn; for my 
Humour does not'very much incline me to melan- 
cholly Reflections. I have very freely, and with- 
out the leaſt Reſerve, given you my Sentiments 
concerning the neceſſary Qualifications of a Mini- 
ſter of the Goſpel, as he is a CnrrsTIan, a 
Pas rox, and a CaTHOLICKk; and I pray. 


Gov, if you go into Holy Ox DE RS, you 
may do your Duty in all theſe Reſpects. But a 
Good Life ought to be the Principal of your Aim, 
for a wicked Life is the worſt of Hzre SIE 8, 
and a Miniſter may do mote Miſchief to Religion 
by one ill Action, than Good by a Hundred fine 
Sermons. Nay, we undo all we preach by an ill 
Practice, for Men have Reaſon to think that That 
Doctrine ſhould not have any Influence upon their 
Lives, which they ſee has none upon our own. 
To me, indeed, it ſeems ſurprizing, that an im- 
moral Clergyman can have the Confidence to ap- 


pear or preach in Publick 5 for all his Declamati- 
ons 
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ons againſt Vice, are but ſo many Libels again 
himſelf, and every Time he gets up into the Pul- 


pit, he is but doing a PunBLI1ck PINAVer 


to the whole Congregation. L Let me intreat 70 
therefore ſteadily to adhere to the Practice of Vit- 
tue; dare to oppoſe yourſelf to the licentious 
Cuſtoms of a degenerate Age, wherever you go; 
and by a good Example, endeavour to ſtem the 
Torrent of Vice. Don't bluſh to own your Obli- 
gations daily and hourly to that great Being, who 
fills the Univerſe with the wondrous Exertions of 
his Wiſdom and Power; give him your higheſt 
Eſteem, your ' higheſt Reverence, and ſupreme 
Regard. Let your Devotion to him ſpring from 
Love and Gratitude, and never mention his Name 
without a reſpectful and humble Awe; regard his 
Favour as the higheſt Bleſſing ; and endeavour to 
imitate and follow the bright Example, which the 
BLESSED Au Ho of our Religion has ſet before 
us. Believe me; my Dear Frieny; there is no 
Compariſon between a wicked and a good Life: A 
good Life, ſtor d with every moral and religjou 


ligious 
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Virtbe;reſetnibles Hz av tv; methinks, its C Au- 
op tuck with STARS and ConsTELLATI- 
ons. A Clergyman who is conſcious of having 
done his Duty, enjoys a moſt refinꝰd and rational 
Delight; but he who wants the Secret Witneſs of 
an approving Conſcience, is never ſeen to have 
chat ſerene Compoſure, and Self- complacency, 
which becomes a Miniſter of CHR IS r. 


In a Word let your Countenance be open, 
and your Boſom cloſe ; let your Beneficence be 
attended with a Familiarity ſo circumſcrib'd as to 
impreſs Love and Reſpect z and let all your Acti- 
ons appear conſiſtent with the Dignity of your 
Profeſſion, that you may be upon Earth a true 
Image of the Deity, by giving all Mankind cer- 
tain and impartial Marks of your Probity and pa- 
ternal Love for the People under your Care, whoſe 
Hearts if you gain, you poſſeſs the moſt precious | 
of all Treaſures : A Treaſure which that brave 
Roman*L,Czcitivs METELLvus, look- | 
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* Flaminium Martiale A. PosTHUMIUS ALvinus babebar; 
e eogue 


} 
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ed upon as ſacred, and obliged even the High 
Prieſt of Mans, A Pos THUMtus Alxixvs, 


to Reſidence, and would by no Means diſpenſe 


with his Abſerice from the Charge committed to 
ei. r 9 | | - 


As a frequent Conſideration of the Nature of 
our HIN Orx1ce willbe a continual Encou- 
ragement -for us to do our Duty, I ſhall conclude 
all with an excellent Obſervation of St Cury- 
SOSTOM to this Purpoſe; © Tazrzrort 
<* has the Lo Rx D choſen us to be the LIGHTS 
„ of the World, and the LE AVEx of the 

| N 1 Lu ur, 
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eoque Provinciam fortiri cupientem L. Cz c1Livs MzTgLLvs 
Pontifex Maximus dicha mula prohibuit, negans fas eſſe Fla- 
mini a Sacris recedere: cujus Facti poſterioribus quogue Tempori- 
bus probata Ratio . | | 


When A. Posruvutus ALvinus the High Prieſt of Mans, 


preſented himſelf to draw Lots for the Provinces, L. Cæcili- 


us METELLUs, the Pontifex Maximus, declared it unlawful 
for him to be abſent from his ſacred Function, and exprelsly 


forbad him to leave it under the Pain of fining him. This be- 


came a Precedent among the Romans, which was obſerv'd 


ever after. | of | 
Frenſbem. Suppl. Liv. Hift. L. 9 c. 54. 


Krenn, 7 
c LVM, to be MASTERS and TzACuERS 
ce of other Chriſtians; to be, as it were, An- 
« GE Ls aſſociating with Men on Earth, as Mx N 
« converſing with Children, as thoſe of a ſpiritual 
Nature with the groſs, animal and carnal; ſo 
« that by our Converſation they might reap an = 
« extraordinary Advantage.” | * - 


T am, 
" Dran Six, 


Yours, &c. 
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— ,* merentia Pectora mulcet. | 
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Ae te tua plurima PanTu EV, 
* Pietas, nec \ Hpollini Infula rexit... 3 
| Vine 
Dzan S825 „„ od 07 Wr 
Dons r not intrude on your private Sor- 
rows too ſoon; we water not FLOw IRS 
whilſt they are ſcorching with the Heat of the 
NoonT1DE'SUN; and ' tis as fit the Pa's810NS 
of the MIND ſhould have Leiſure to cool and re- 
mit ere they be dealt with. By this Time your 
Eye may be clear'd of the Brine and Miſt that 
ung n and ſince you have been pleas d to 
Gg re- 
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regard my Friendſhip on other Occaſions, let i 
have Leave to drop ſome Balm upon this Wound. 
Tu an Advantage to the careful Sv «az ou, tha 
his Parizyr has a good Heart and this give 
me Hope and Confidence that the manly Fortitude 
of your own Breaft will help to finiſh the Cure 
go about. I know, Sir, what a Roman Ex. 
ron ſaid date Pro a AvgasSanps th tha 
came ſomewhat too late to mourn with him for ji 
Son's Death,---- And I, ſays TI ERIus, con- 
e dole with y you for che Lofs of your renown'd 
« Countryman Hrzctor.” — your Nom 
and confirm'd Goodneſs will not permit an Offic 
of Humanity to be thus ſcorn'd : if ĩt keep act 
Time, it may teſtify Reſpect. Our cheering Ad. 
dreffes to moutning Friends, ſays a GAR K x Pot, 
are wort to bs: un welcome as Calms to d told 
Mariner. Even the Son of Go himſelf, when } 
his Trial and Agony fell N was glad il 
r 


a i: 1 Neem 1 


* 


r 2D Y vat 0 1 
„rin 8 à Debt to ed 
n. Nature. Jure 


| 11 R. 


FU 


t 
. 
t 


* 


of bis CORRESPONDENT": DEATH. 225 


788 in Honk, bemoans the Death of hie 
SaRP'EDON 3 and A POLE © mourns the Lofs 
of his Hy AacINTHUS. Davip weeps for 
Azx EA, whom Jo's few, 28 Be took bim afide 
to ſpeak with him quieth.” % And DAV fait 
« to Jo AB, and tg, all the People that were with 
« him, Rend your.Cloaths, and gird you with 
6 Sackcloth, and. mourn before AN Ek. And 
King DA vr d himſelf followed the Bier.— And 
« they buried An AER in Hz RON: and the 
« King lift up his Van and wept at the Grave 
« of ABNER 3 and all the People wept. And 
« the King lamented. over AB MER, and faid, 
Died Aax EA as 4 FOr dicth?----Thy Hands 
00 were not bound, nor thy Feet put into Fetters : 
« as a Man falleth before wicked Men, fo felleſt 
« thou. Aud all the People wept again over 
him.“ — —Wuen Jos AT HAM, the Beauty of 
IsRAgL, was Gain, David's Sarrow. was: alſo 
inexpreſlible; "+ Tam diſtreſſed for thee, (ſays 
« he) my Brother Jonaruan: _ pleaſant 


© bas, 
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23 ll. 3, 33 3% 34. f 2 Sam. i. 26, 27. 


« has thou been unto me : thy Love to me w 
wonderful, 3 the Love of Women, 


Lo the 1 Drrnmzamavs weeps « fo hig 
dying Friend g AR1STAnDER. 


"I 
= 


— — — cc Amid the We” it | 

“ Of War and Conqueſt a ſwift;guſhing Treat t 

« Finds one ſad Moment's * N to fall” 

« * On his pale Friend. | mid. d 17 . A g 
G1 LrowiDas, ; - of 

Tu 


« 5 Him Dir uRAAus us lov'd, a ſacred Bard 
„ Rever'd for Juſtice, for his Verſe renown'd, WW” 7 
% Which ſang the Deeds of Heroes, thoſe who fell, 
4% Or thoſe who conquer'd in their Country's Cauſe, : =: 
« Th' enraptur'd Soul inſpiring with the Thirſt ST. 
« Of Glory won by Virtue, His high Strain 
„The Muſes favour'd from their neighb'ring Groves, 

« And bleſs'd with heav' nly Melody his Lyre.. + ., _ 
« No more from Tiz5»1 A ſhall his Feet aſcend sd 
. The ſhady. Stzep of Hz 1 ICON. No more 
_ The Streams divine of Ae 's Fount . ., _ 
« His tunefal Lip ſhall moiſten, or his Hands © © 
«< Preſent their Off rings in the Mdſes Bow'r, r.. 
« The proftrate Shield, and unforſaken Lance 


| 3 Now feebly graſping, never more to ſwell 13 


enn, | | 
Gro v, Leownipas, Z. 4. 
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Tu beauteous I Art ana could mourn the 
Lot of Nature doom'd to Care and Pain. And 
the great LET on1D AS did not forbid his Eyes to 
„ 2 — e 


— 


— — Hae $ ths. 

« Down flows the manly: Sorrow. Great in Woe 
Amid his Children, who incloſe him round, 

« He ſtands indulging Tenderneſs and Love 

« In graceful Tears 3- when thus with lifted Eyes 

Addreſs'd to Heav*n :, Thou ever-living Pow'r, 
Look down propitious, Sire of Gods and Men! 
And to this faithful Woman, whoſe Deſert 


May claim thy m bee * 1 of | 
. 40 


« And' 
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— « || Her aſpect far excel d 

« Whate'er the Lilly blendiog with the Roſe _- 

Paints on the Cheek of Beauty ſoon to fade: 

Such as expreſs d a Mind, which Wiſdom ral'd, '. 1 
And Sweetneſs temper d, Virtue's pureſt Lie 
* Ilumining the Countenance divine, 

Vet could not ſoothe remorſeleſs Fate, nor teach - - 
Malignant Fortune to revere the r 
Which off with Anguiſh reads the Joc Heart." | 

G Lo v. Lzownivpas, I. 6. 
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« And thou, my great Forefather, Son bf Jovr, 
« Q HzzxcvLes, neglect not theſe thy Race! 

But ſince that Spirit, I from thee derive, - 
% Now bears me from them to reſiſtleſ Fate, -- | 
« Do thou ſupport their Virtue ! be they taught, 
& Like thee, with glorious Labour Life to grace, 
ae their Fair; let them learn to die lo 
| A mmm L. r. 
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, 


— * 


— Wimas' here” meinioned" the 
Royal Partner of his Bed, whoſe Heart G erſlow'd 
with tke fondeſt Paſſion; and was plung'd' in 
SOrrows, Ci iow ammo VINE 213 03 BRk * 


Amid her weeping Children ſat the Queen, 
% Immovable and mute; her ſwimming Eyes 
<« Fix'd on the Earth. Her Arms were falded 
o'er” bea 1 beds uf) - 
« Her lab'ring Boſom blotred with her Ten 
« As, when a duſxy Maſt. involves the Sy, 
„ The Mabn age all the By . 
| ſpreads -- 
The regliant Vet of its Shoes Light 
by R 441417040 « Of 


* * 4 * 
l hondt! © 404 800 8 
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Oer the dull Face of Nature 3 ſo het Charma 
« Divinely graceful ſhone ypon her Grief, 
Bright ken the Cloud of Woe. 

* Lzoninas, L. 1. 
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"Tas the Part os . Caſes, 
of a Brute not to be mov d at all, of a Chriſtian to 
be moderate in his Regret. Methinks, $18, the 
Experience you have had of the World, and hu · 
man Chances, ſhould ſteel you enough againſt the 
like Strokes. How many Funeral-Matches had 
your Eyes ſeen, ett Death knock'd at your 
Friend's Door? But he might (you will ſay) have 
liv'd longer. True! ſo he might have dy'd 
ſooner, What Reaſon have we to think that too 
haſtily taken away, which was payable as ſoon as 
we receiv d it? If his Mortality diſpleas d you, 
you ſhould have mourn'd when it began, not 
when it ends. Why do we grieve for a Wound 
which no Grief can relieve or remedy ? Why bear 
we not that in another which ve muſt come to 
ourſelves ? Tis for none but our Max xx to be 
eternal, . Lie we not all under an unchangeable 

ö — 
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Law, under an eternal Ordinance, to be born and 

Tu E Show and Ir of WI n IIR may li 
crowded together a While, and hold out for: 
Month or two, but the Spx IN will be ſure to 
melt it all: Should we chance to paſs over our 
Youth and Virility ſafe, = * Ac will con. 
ſume us at laſt. F+ 1 ; 4 HE n mn 


W x come into this World as CHILI DREI 
ſent to Scnuoor, not to live there alway, but 
to learn ſomewhat, and then be gone. We 
ſcramble up from lower to higher Forms, from 
our Childhood to an Age of 'Conſtancy and Gn 
vity ; but we muſt be gone when we have leart'd 
enough to fit and prepare us for Heaven; and 
the ſooner we grow fit, the ſooner we are taken 
away. Virtue protects not the Body, but glorifies 
the Soul. As Flowers of the faireſt Hue, and 
Glaſſes of the fineſt Mould; wither and break ſoon- 
eſt : So we commonly ſee them that excell in Vinue 
to be ſhorteſt liv*d, when the ungodly-anil dillolute 
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are in no Peril of Death, but are fat and frolick- 
ſome, luſty and ſtrong. When the Mow tz or 
REAPER cometh, Weeds and Flowers, Corn 
and Cockle; high and low Spires, ripe and unripe 
Ears, are cut down alike: So deals the 810 K L E 
of DEATH with us, of what Age, of what Rank 
ſoever, it makes bold to pate us away. The 
GREAT Lo xvs of the Earth; after all their painted 
Glory, and ſtern ruffling, are brought down to the 
Ghaſtlineſs and Duſt of Death: Nay, mighty States 
and Kingdoms expire, thoſe awful Monarchies 
that ſpread ſo far, are ſhrunk to nothing: Heaven 
and Earth look for a Day of Diſſolution. 


- 


Wu x all are fated for Poll-Mowz v, what 
Pride, what Partiality, nay, what Folly were it to 
grumble, and ſeek Exemption ? Death is a Tri- 
bute which all pay; why then ſhould we grieve 
and whine when we are called upon for it? Why 
ſhould we think to lip the CorLAar alone? The 
only Salve for a Neceſſity is a willing Compliance 
with it. What ſhould we do but any up a 
Sei ene Er 0 Game 


MS: 
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Game of our own Accord which is ſo ſure to 
be loſt ? | 


 AnD as it avails not to quarrel with a Law of 
Neceſſity, ſo it becomes us not to to quarrel with 
the Will of Goo. We muſt, ſays a Raznsix, 
<« be as bold as LE oPaRDs, as ſwift as EaGcLizs, 
« 2s nimble as HarTs, and as valiant as Lyons, 
* to do the Will of our Father which is in Hea- 
« yen.” And is it not He that kills and maketh 
alive, that brings us down to the Grave, and that 
raifes us up? Shall Sun, and Moon, and Stars, 
and Elements ſubmit to that high CRE AT o R, and 
ſhall Man alone, who owes him moſt Service, ſpurn 
at his Decrees? As that CEnTuRIoOn in Sacred 
Writ could ſay of his Domeſticks, If he call'd 
« a Servant, he came preſently, if he ſent him 
„forth, he went;' ſo ſhould we behave our- 
lelves to our heavenly Maſter. If he keeps us 
here below in our Pilgrimage, we muſt be con- 
tent to trudge till ; if he calls us away to himſelf, 
we muſt be ready to go. What fearful Judgments 
were pronounced on E 1.1 and all bis Houſe, yet 
he 


he puts them up with this mild Acknowledgment, 
« Jt is the Lo x p, let him do what ſeemeth him. 
« good; what ſhould a Servant do but fulfill his 
Lord's Pleaſure ? Nay, tis not only a Lord, 
but a FAT HER that determineth of us. Even 
Children are many Times handled more ſeverely 
of their loving Parents than they would be; tis 
for their Good, tho* they diſcern it not. The 
Courſe which our heavenly Father takes with us 
is no leſs beneficial, however it may gripe and 
ſtartle our ſenſual Part, Had a S ro or a 
STAFF hit us, we would look angrily about, and 
prepare to revenge ourſelves on the Aſſaulter; but 


ſhould we find the Blow given us by a Friend, or 
by a great Man we depended upon, and that it was 
rather given in Love and Familiarity, than Spleen 
or Grudge, we would be calm immediately, and- 
excuſe our Choler, and count it a Courteſy, not a 
Wrong : So when temporal Crofles annoy us, the 
Death of our dear Aſſociates, the Loſs of our 
Goods, the Blemiſhes of our good Name, in all 
this would we call to Mind that tis but a Friend's 
Blow, but the fatherly Stroke of a merciful G ap. 
how 
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how ſoon would it reſtrain us from repining, how 
ſoon bring us into the PS Al Mis 1's Tune, 


« © Go, thy Rod and thy Staff are ſo far from 


cc bruiſing and vexing mine Heart, that they bring 
% me Comfort ; *tis a Sign of thy Favour and 
$ Familiarity that I am thus touch'd !”? 


Tur Savage IN DTANsS that were demanded 
by our late Diſcoverers what they mean't in wor- 
ſhipping the S u, had this Reaſon at Hand, 
«6. Becauſe it brought DEATH upon them.“ They 
thought it a Device and Ordinance that could ſuit 
with none but the Power and Goodneſs of a Deity. 


Y ov, Sir, are depriv'd of one that was deſer- 
vedly. dear to you, but let Gov be dearer, whoſe 
high Pleaſure it was to take him from this World 
to himſelf, What hath Hz taken but what Hz 
once gave you? Why ſhould H not receive for 
ever what H x lent you but for a Time? Ah, 
how fond are we of our own Vexation! Like 


ukerous Limbs, how do we ſhrink at every Touch! 
Many Comfprts cannot ere& us ſo much as one 


Grief 


{ 
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Grief is able to caſt us dawn. We are greedy of 


that which we want, and as unthankful for that 


which we have. Something is gone we once had, 
and we afflict ourſclves for it when there were more 
Reaſon it ſhould quiet than heighten our Grief that 
we once had it. For that we had it was a Benefit 
for which we are owing to Go b, and it would 
Leſt become us to think of paying our Debt to our 
bountiful Lo RD. Lo! he aſketh nothing but our 
PATIENCE, but our PzAact ; Peace with our- 
ſelves, and Peace with Hi u. There is more left 
us than we have loſt, and why will we loſe what- 
ſoever we have, becauſe we have not a Thing that 
we have loſt ? For that which we have left is wil- 
fully loſt while we take no Joy in it. What In- 
jury do we to our own Happineſs if we place it in 


Things which we want? Never ſhall we want 
Matter of Dejection if we go to Work thus, 
Every Mis ER's Coffer, and every MzxcnanT's 
Ship, every full Table, and every well-furniſh'd 
Houſe we come ſhort of, will bring us in a plen- 
tiful Harveſt of Perplexity. But I beſeech you, 
Sin, to turn your Eyes rather on that which Gov 
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hath done for you, to bethink yourſelf how many 
Comforts are left you to ſeaſon this particular 
Loſs. How can you think him dead who in the 
bright Echo of his Reputation is ſtill remaining 
with you. LæLTUs could cheer himſelf that his 
SciP1o was to him alive ſtill,----alive in his glo- 
rious Virtues, alive in his renowned Name! *T was 


not the InnocenT's Death D a v 1D bemoan'd, 
but the REKRBEL's. When SocRAr Es ſaw his 
Wir ſtorming that ſuch a good Man ſhould die 
unjuſtly, what, ſays he, Would'ſt thou rather have 
me die a MalefaCtor ? 


' IF, Six, you find your Heart bleed with ſuch 
a Meditation, ---- *« Ah, what a Friend hath Gov 
e taken from me!” Let a ſweeter one heal it 
again, ---- What a Friend had I given me 
Whenever you look upon the Greatneſs of your 
Loſs, it muſt bring to your Mind the Greatneſs of 
your Debt, and Gop's great Kindneſs in beſtow- 
ing ſuch a Friend upon you. How unthankful is 


5 


he, who ſo remembereth the Loſs of a Benefit, that 


he forgets the Receit. Shall we receive Good at 
| Gow's 
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Gov's Hand, and not Evil too? Were it not far 
better we ſhould ſubmit ourſelves to the Will of 
Go p, than the Will of Go Þ ſhould be ſquar'd to 
ours? Do we fondly preſume that we know what 
is better for us, or wiſh ourſelves better than Go» 
doth ? How oft have we delighted in hurtful and 
perilous Things? How oft have our vain Long- 
ings brought Miſchief upon us ? On the other Side, 
what gracious Tokens of his Good-will hath Gop 
ſewn us? When HE took our Fleſh and liv'd 
among us, and died for us, was not his Good-will 
towards Men proclaim*d aloud ? And is not his 
Will the ſame in laying the Croſs on us, as in 
bearing it for us? Had H x not the ſame tender 
Love and gracious Aim in both of doing us good ? 
If we reckon it for our Good that G op would 
ſuffer ſo much for us, we may believe it for our 
Good too, that H E would have ourſelves ſuffer 
alittle. All H1s Attributes are vaſt and infinite, 
His Power, Wiſdom, and Love; nor is H x thus 
lone in HiMSELF, but thus to us; H x loves us 
better than we love ourſelves, ---- infinitely better 
And H x ſeeks our Good more, and is more able 

5 and 
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and ſkilful to effect it,----infinitely more! What 


therefore comes in our Heads when we bemoan 


dur Miſhaps? Do we think God deceiv'd, or 
ſpiteful ? Do we think H1s Atm ſhorten'd that 
He cannot prevent an Evil ? Farbe ſuch Thought 
from a Chriſtian's Heart, It comes not from any 
Weakneſs, Malice, or Imprudence in Hi that 
we are vex'd thus, but from H is infinite Power, 
Wiſdom, and Goodneſs ; - and who are we that, 
like the old GianTs, we ſhould fight with 
Heaven, and attempt to pull Gop from his 
Throne, and wring his Sceptre out of his Hand? 
Oh, let us give HIM Leave who made us for 
his Glory, to rule us at his Will ! To that Glory 
H x will aſſuredly bring us, if we be guided by his 
Will and Counſel in the Way to it. A Paſſenget 
at 8E a takes not upon him to ſteer and order the 
SHrp that wafts him, but leaves that to the Pilot 


and Maſter, and in a Storm obeys his Direction 


moſt, and ſtirs not a Foot againſt his Will, but 
caſts out the deareſt Things that he has at his Bid- 


ding. What think you, (my Friend!) hath Gov 


leſs Skill to govern the Wo x LD, than the Su- 
MAN 
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MN his Bark? That which we would do for a 
Man who is to land us on Earth, ſhall we not do 
for a Go who would bring us to Heaven? Our 
Croſſes are ſent us either by an angry Gop or a 


favouring one; if they are ſent in Favour, why 
do we ſpurn at a Benefit? If in Diſpleaſure, what 8 
ſhould we do but appeaſe it with an humble Sub- 

miſſion ? Go D's Anger will be the ſooner ap- 
peas d, if we can meet his chaſt'ning Hand not 
only with Silence and Sufferance, but even with 
Conſent, and Joy, and Thankſgiving. The old 
GERMANS well underſtood this, who taught their 
Children, when their Fingers were cut or ſcorch'd, 
to cry, * Gon be thanked.” What heard we 
from our diſtreſſed Lo xp in the Garden of GR- 
SEMANI? “Not my Will, O Father, but thine 
« be done!” And ſhould not this affect us as 
much as the rueful Spectacle did chat HEBREW 
Hoſt, which were beſieging the Moanirzs ? They 
no ſooner ſaw the King's Son offer d up for a Sa: 
crifice, but they departed, . amaz d and vex ' d. 
When the Son of G op bimſelf becometh a Burnt- 


offering, and ſacrificeth his Will to, che, * il of 
+ HR his 


world 
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his Father, Hill it not work as fierce an Indigns- 
fon within us againſt our own Stubbornneſs ? We 
ſolace: ourſelves in all our Extremities to ſee other 
Men ſuffering with us; and ſhould we not think 
it a more abundant Comfort to ſee our bleſſed 
Lo xp a Sharer with us in Sorrow and Sufferance ? 


| Shall we leave Hr to climb up to his Cxoss 


alone, and ſhall we ſuffer nothing at all with him, 
but run away from the very Shadow of a threaten- 
ha. Tr of a IO Diſtreſs ? 


1 10 9205 ſhould we grieve inane) 


to ſee our Friends going from hence, who hive 
the An G Els to convey their Souls, and to gather 


up their Bodies at the laſt Day; nay, CHRIST 
himſelf bearing them Company in all their Way! 
Why went he down to the Grave with us, but to 
ſave us from the Danger and Horror of it? If ts 
an unpleaſant Thing to follow the S o W of Gov, 
yet in any caſe let us not fly from bim. If we 
dare not imitate, how dare we reſiſt him? When 
we might be like him, why do we thus abhor his 
Reſernblance ? Oh, wretthed Ingratirade! Gov 


ſtampeth 
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ſtampeth upon us the Image of his beloved Son; 
and we that will not be like CHRIS in Suffenence, 
become like Lucirzki in Pride; nay, methinks, 
we become worſe, for L:vcizzs thought nat 
himſelf better than his GOD. And we, as if we. 
were faultleſs, refuſe the Stripes * our innocent 
Jesus bore. 


Ho EVER we find ourſelves Rated, indeed, 
it becomes us to bear our Croſſes contentedly. 
For if we ſee a deep Stain of Guilt within us, wer't | 
not an high Inſolence to be loth to ſuffer juſtly 
when Carr had thaſe bitter Storms of Sorrow 
upon him who never did amiſſe ? On the other 
Side, if we find no Indictments in our own Hearts, 
nothing to implead or accuſe us, we are the more 
encouraged. to be like him, who was crucify*d, 
without a Cauſe, If our. own Guilt brought not 
our Affliction upon us, let not Impatience bring 
| any Guilt on our AE? % «Us - 


 Snop4D we have met our SAVIOV Ry a8 that 
CIE nan did, fainting under his CR OSG, and. = 


/ 
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deſiring us to carry it a while for him, nay, 
ſhould he have laid that precious Burthen upon | 
our Shoulders with his own Hands, would we 
churliſhly have put it from us, would we have 


pleaded Excuſe or Impatience, would we not 
have carried it away in Joy and Triumph, and 
| have thought ourſelves happy to have been cru. 
| cify'd on the ſame Tree with the Son of Gon? 
| Lo! this very Honour we may come to, Without 


going to Mount CALVAR v for it. Gov puts 


our Strength to a Trial, with his own Hand im- 
poſeth this or that particular Croſs on us, a Croſs 
far lighter than that our Loy x Þ bore 3 why do we 
refuſe and abhor it? 


——. 
— * 


J 

Tur Son of God was wounded and pierced ) 

for me by the bloody Hands of ungodly Ruffians; j 

why ſhould not I ſuffer & gracious Gos to touch b 
me, why ſhould I not be ſtruck” by ſo * and 
gence a Hand te 1:40 ee e, 

d 


Wurn . Diſciples were toſſed at 8 E A; and a 
felt a new Tempeſt within therſelyes, © to ſee'a ¼. 
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Man walking on the liquid Waves, one Word 
from their M as Tt ='s Month quells them all, 
„Be of good Comfort, it is I!” LL Tt is 1 have 
called this Storm upon you, it is I can appeaſe it; 
ir is I have taken away the Serenity of the Hea- 
vens, it is J can reſtore it again,----If H makes us 
ſore, ſays Jo B, he can bind us up; if he wounds 
us, his Hands can make us whole. Let us there 
fore wait on him for a S a Lv x from whom our 
So RES me. Mac! t 00 1 


TIs true, SIR, you have loſt an excellent 
Friend. But what, is the Almighty Hand of 


your heavenly Father any whit ſhorten' de Hath 


Hz lock'd up all his Care of you in this Urn? 
No! caſt your Care upon him, for he careth for 
you. You never ſaw the Righteous forſaken; of 
Men'oft enough, but never, never of Gov. © 


Bur you are not, I hope, ſo fix d on the Me- 


ditation of your own' Loſs, but you remember 
alſo, that to him, to die, was Gain. Tes, it was 
nexpreſſible Felicity to be taken away from a 


* 


World 


* 
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World in which we are . * ren 


Sager of Folly, but a Ses of Miſery which bow 
ſmoothly ſoever we fail over, yet many a Rock, 
many a Gulph will croſs our Way, many a Storm 


will toſs us, and many a Rover fright us, ere we 
unlade our Bottom in the wiſh'd- for Haven? 
That very Period of Life which we long for, which 
we are ſo glad to arrive at, our OLD AOR, what 
is it elſe but a loathſome Priſon ? Even now, when 
we are neareſt to Death, our buried Griefs and 
Maladies begin to revive; as RIVERS run in 
a broader Stream, when they are ending | their 


Bur if we look into the Myſteries of our tender 
Age, we ſhall find, that our young Infants at their 
Birth begin to weep, in their Sleep ſeem. to laugh. 
He that deplored the Entrance of his Life with 
Tears, conſcorates the Image; of Death with Smiles; 

as if he foreſaw the Anxicties of the one, and the 
Sucetneſs of the Hur, 
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Wisi therefore did Go p and Nature ap- 
point that Souls, as yet rude and ignorant, ſhould 
be infus'd into our Bodies, and kept ſenſeleſs in the 
clo?d Womb, for fear of loathing ſo harſh a Pri- 
ſon; which Om» nx vs thought was nothing elſe 
but a Puniſhment laid upon us, like that the old 
Tyrants uſed when they tied the Dead and Living 
together z for thus, ſays he, the pure and immortal 
Soul is ſerv'd, when ſhe is yoked with a rotten, 
corruptible, and crazy Body. And what divorced 
Soul, that carries her Intelle& with her, would glad- 
ly return this foul Way again, to lie pent in a dark 
and polluted Womb, to be depriv'd ſo many 
Months of the Light of Heaven, ſo many Years a 
of the Uſe of Reaſon, to run through ſo many 
ſordid Neceſſities of Nature, ſo many Mockeries 
of Fortune, to take up again the Madneſs of 
Infancy, the Terrors of Childhood, the Dangers | 
of Youth, the Cares of Virility, and the Griefs of 
old Age? I cannot believe any Man hath liv'd ſo 
. happy, as to wiſh his whole Life again repeated. 


Nox, I dare ſay, would deſire to recover Life 
5 L* | but | 


— 
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but ſuch as deſervꝰ d it not, but ſuch as had abus d 
it. Had Death, methinks, no Comforts attend. 
ing upon it, the very Troubles of Life might be 


enough to render it ſweet, as WEARINEss gives 
a Reliſh to RES r. 


Ix made Au TABANUs laugh to ſee XERxEB 
ſo fooliſhly weeping, when from a ſteep Hill he 


took a View of his numerons Army; he fell into 


ſuch paſſionate Moans, that ſuch a Multitude, e- 
nough to turn the World upſide down, muſt be 


gone from it ſo ſoon ; it griev'd him that they, 
whom himſelf was precipitating into a preſent 
Danger of Death, and facrificing ſtreight up to 
the Madneſs. of his Ambition, ſhould be all dead 
within an hundred Years. — O XIXXʒSõ, there 
had been more Reaſon for thee to have bemoan'd 
ſo long a Stay in ſo croſs a World | Hadſt thou 


diſcern'd as clearly from that high Mount their 


human Anxieties, as thou didſt their human Bo- 
dies, the Advantages of Death would rather have 


dry'd thy Tears, than the Suddenneſs drawn them 


out. F | 8 Y n 0 * d | - bf . +} 
*T WERE 
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"Twins ascafy; methinks, to find a moiling 
Collier with a white and unſully*d Face, as a mor- 


tal Man not ſtain d with Tome Tincture of Grief, 
Pick out the braveſt Darlings of Fortune; take 
one of thoſe that had the very Sirname of H a r- 
yy and GREAT; take a SYIIA or an ALR A- 
ANDER, or a JuL1us'CA8AR, even they 
that conimanded all had their Lives perplex d, and 
their Deaths violent. Look on Aucusrus, 
whoſe publick Reign ſeem'd a perpetual Calm, 
found he not many deep Vexations at Home, the 
want of natural Iſſue, the Miſcarriage of adopted? 
What Joy could he take among the Treacheries 
of Some, che Libels-uf -uthers, to ſee His neareſt 
Kinfworian'lewd and looſe, his only Succeſſor = 
hateful and unworthy.? What further Inſtance 

need I ſeck? Lou ſee, Dear Sir, even in this 
Loſs, that which was one of your greateſt Joys, 
become an Occaſion of your juſt Heavineſs. -- © 


1 . * , 
* * - - FF 4 . X 
_ : »*# & 4 F „ . * 1. ” 6 * 7 * 4 
ö LY 14 > 3 115 0 © I. 2 115 
* 


8 PPOSE now a Man deep in Debt, for which 


he was bound to pay yearly a grie vous and un- 
reaſonable Uſe how glad would he be to get out 
| „ of 
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of his Oreditor's Lurch, to foe the main Debt cler d 
and the Bond cancelꝰ d! For the Principal being 
pay d, the biting Intereſt ceaſes. And is not this 
che common Condition of the Sons of Men? We 
have our Bodies from Earth, our Souls immedi, | 
ately frem Gop; both theſe are lent us, but we 
gay a hard Intereſt in the mean Time. The bo- 
dily Pangs that . preſs us, Hunger and. Thirſt, 
Cold and Heat, Sickneſs and Labour, and all the 
Variety of. corporal Diſtreſſes, what are all theſe 
but Intereſt- Money to he daily paid till the Pin 
cipal he reſtor d, till the Body return to the Fart 
rom hence it came? On the other Side, the 
Feats and Cares, and Surrows, and all the tronble- 
ſome Paſſions of the Soul, muſt be paid too ſot 
the Uſe of it, till the Spirit returns to Gon that 
gave it. How, do we wrong ourſelves if we ce 
not gladly out of ſuch chargeable Debts ? When 
SO RATES had drunk his laſt Hemlock, he bad 
them prepare a Sacrifice for Es cuLATUs, for 
the Medicinal Gop; he took mn * 
r that would ore ant | 


— — 
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| InAs one of thoſe Evils that ſticks clo- 
ſeſt unto us, arid yet in Death it begins to loſe its 
Sting. > Who talketh now in a virulent Manner of 
an O- d? We ſpeak not of the Dead but with- 
a Kind of Reverence. Even they, who, while. 
they liy d could get nothing but Grudge and En-- 
vy, once 2 are prais d, exto — and wiſh'd; 
for a] n nod ts | jc 


In the Judgment of the WIs E Mat, © the 
“ Day. of our Death is better than the Day of our 
Birth.“ Better without Queſtion, to the virtu- 
ous good Man, who hath all his Tears and Troubles 
wiped away ; and better in ſome Meaſure, for the 
vicious too z for tho? it ends not his Miſery, yet 
it puts an End to his Miſdoings. And is it not a 
Kindneſs. to wreſt a Poniard from one that would 
do nothing but ſtab himſelf, to deny Money to a 
gaming Boz xo we that would do nothing but 
e *Tis no leſs Courteſy to take away 
Life from him that abuſes it. We reckon that 
good which brings, us Profit; and is not Death 
* e meet not the King wich ork. 2d 
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and compos'd Thoughts, as we do a dead Cong: 
The very Sight of another*s Funeral doth us good, 
it cauſing the Remembrance or Reflection of our 


own; and therefore the C ATA IAN PRI 878 
call the People to publick Prayers with à Trum- 
pet made of the Bones of the Dead, and deck 
their Bodies with Beads and Jewels of the ſamę 
Stuff, and drink commonly out of a Skull. 


Bor if from our private Condition we turn our 
Eyes to the publick Face of the Times we are 
caſt upon, have we not Cauſe to count the Dead 
happy? *Tis one of our greateſt Comforts in 
publick Calamities to ſee our Friends and dear 
Aſſociates freed from them, and ſhelter'd in ſome 
ſafe Retreat. Were we got into ſome” hideous 
Deſart, and environed there with roaring and ve- 
nomous Beaſts ; on one Side a fierce Tyger ready 
to fly upon us, on the other Lyons or Bears with 
bent and erected Paws gaping for us; here 2 
Cluſter of Serpents f pitting their Fre and Venom, 


chere a Troop of Savages brandiſhing their Clubs, 
or preparing their Arrows to lay us dead; What 


0 
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would we give to be gone from /ſuch- ill Neigh⸗ 
bours? Why, are we not here in as woeful a. 
Plight ? Within, outrageous Paſſions encompaſs, 
us about, and tear our Hearts with reſtleſs Deſires ; 
abroad Misfortune and Miſery, and the proud 
Man's Contumely wound us daily. Religion, 
pure and undefiled Religion, as practiſed in the 
primitive Ages of the Church, is it not grown a 
yery Jeſt, and become the Scorn of Idiots ? Nay, 
do wiſer Heads ſhew,a better Example? Do they 
accuſtom themſelves to entertain their Friends and 
Acquaintance with Diſcourſe about another World? 
Do they mingle the Praiſes of G 0D with the Feaſts 
and Joys of Life? Do they retire to their Country 
Dwellings, to contemplate the Variety and Riches 
of Divine Wiſdom and Bounty in thoſe natural 
Scenes of Pleaſure which the Country affords, and 
do they now and then inyite their Companions to 
join with them in offering Hallelujahs to Go p on 
this Account? No; ſacred Themes are not nos 
the Buſineſs of Converſation, nor are common 
Friendſhips any way uſeful or ſerviceable te 
the great End of Life, Riot and Luxury, or 


ſor · 
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ſordid Profit and Intereſt, or elſe Folly, "Trifling: 
and Impertinence, are the Ties, the Bonds of mo- 
dern Confederacies, the Ligaments of Chriſtian, 
nay, of Proteſtant Societies. The Oracles of 
God, or 'Things ſerious, are ſuch unfaſhionable 
Topicks of Diſcourſe; fuch unuſual, nay” I may 
add, unwelcome Subjects of Entertainment every 
where, that the Company deſerves now to be 
praiſed, which is only barren and unprofitable, nor 
hurtful, and wherein we * mann 
that of our Time. A 0 


„ IVis B, ſays Dr Lucas, in his excellent 
Eſſay upon Happinels, that whatever Men talk 
5 of a Treaſure in another World, they do not 
% now and then think it wiſeſt to have their Por: 
& tion in bi,. How many are there, who making 
< Profeſſion of living by Faith, and looking 
« for the bleſſed Hape and Appearance of 
« C2187; do yet live as if all the Buſineſs of 
« Life were to get and enjoy as much of bi 
World as they can; who profeſſing thernſelves 
* nen Son of God; whoſe Heart 


* 


« was 
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« Was lowly, his Fortune mean, and his Ap; 
« pearance humble, do yet lay out their Time, 


« their Labour, their Wealth on this one Deſign, 
« to make ſuch a Shew, ſuch à Figure in the 


« World, as may render them the Gaze, the 
« Envy of the Neighbourhood. they live in. 
« Such a tender Concern for, ſuch an eager Pur- 
« ſuit after temporal Things, cannot flow from, 
« nay, nor conſiſt with Purity of Heart, and Po- 
« yerty of Spirit, the Love — and a De- 
« fire of Heaven... 3 V15 evernginth 


f 17 e to 412 O7F - 


| Weg 2 Thing muſt we think chat 


to be which frees us from ſuch a degenerate World, 


which even rectifies the crooked Partialities of For- 
tune, and makes us as good as thoſe that trode 
upon us? We are not therefore to reckon it as an 
Injury of Fortune, but as a Degree of Grace and 
Favour unto us, that our Courſe is finiſh'd a little 


ſooner. than we were aware of. For tis as if a 


TA VEZIIII in a rainy wintry Day ſhould get 
ac and well to his Journey's End or his Inn ere 
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Sun-ſet; which others cannot attain till the dall 
Night hath overtaken them. 


- In a cold ſevere WinTzs we think long til 
it be-paſgd over, till the warm 8SyRIx O and Sy u. 
MER arrive; and why ſhould not we be as glad to 
have the Hardſhips of this * m for the 
e T Log 


Wen a Ann nevellufly to croſs à deep and 
dangerous River, what Madneſs were it in him 
to grieve or complain that he had met with a 
BRIDOE of a Boa T to waft him over? They 
are, methinks, as fooliſh who quarrel with Death; 
for what is it elſe but a Bridge or Boat to waft us 
to the oppoſite Shore, o'er-a Flood we muſt 
needs paſs, from a brittle and ——— 
rious and immortal one, 


e 


K W are not * Death by that which 
it carries us from, but by that which it brings us to. 
To get a Kingdom or poorer Territory we venture 
our Lives; and what is a Spot of Earth to the 

King- 
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Kingdom of Heaven? What can we reckon 
Death but our gainfulleſt Hour, that adds ſo much 
to our Felicity as it takes from our Life. The 
ſooner we die, the longer we are happy. 


| SEE you not how the poor K M, that are 
turn'd out in Winter, will be clinging to the 
STABLE or Barn-DooR where they know 
there is better Food. The World ſtarves and 
pines us, and why run we from Death's Door, 
where Fulneſs of Joy lies ready for us? Why 
mourn we hopeleſsly for a mouldering Body, 
which is in ſo ſure a Hope of a Reſurrection? 


W x ſee that thoſe Men, who are any thing 
killa in the Nature and Motion of heavenly Bo- 
dies, are not amaz'd or troubled at the yearly 
EeLIs Es of the Sux and Moon, becauſe they 
know all theſe obſcur'd Planets will quickly re- 
cover their Light, and ſhine out as clearly as ever 
they did. And we, why ſhould we ſhfink of 
ſhudder to ſee the Eyes of our Friends clos'd up 
in Darkneſs, who know theſe ſullen Eclipſes are 

to laſt but a While, that, after a little Interpoſition 
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of Duſt; theſe hid and obſcure Bodies ſhall ſhing 
oft as che S AAV in Heaven. 200 


Warn chat rn RS IAN a we read of 
in Story was ſetting forward to invade GR ER, 
MiITIADESs, the ArRENTAN General, cal- 
ling his thin Troops together, preſented them with 
a Cock- ght, imagining that would put Coutage 
into them; and the Device took as he wiſh'd, for 
they (ſeeing ſuch an invincible Stoutneſs and eager 
Combat in a Couple of Birds, that they would 
never yield till both lay dead on the Ground) 
ſnatch*d up their Weapons, and march*d on de- 
ſpiſing Danger and Death, WE CRHRISTIANS 
have not Birds and Beaſts, but reaſonable Men to 
give us an Example of Fortitude in bearing the 
Loſs of our Friends,----our Relatives,----our other 
ſelves. Me ſee DA vip wiping his Eyes when his 
Child was dead ; we ſee Jos breathing out the 
Praiſes of G o p when a violent Wind had blown all 
his Sons and Daughters away; we ſee that brave 
Dams inthe Book of Mac ABEES hearing the 
Cries of her murder'd Sons with as much Delight 
as a muſical Song. Nay, P AGANISM is able to 

| ſhew 
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ſhew us a Trotur vs, a bes a Marius 
a Caro, aGarLrznus at Ro ME, a Pznrenes, | 

2 XINMOHOx, an Anaxacoras i in other 
Places, ſo manfully bearing the Death of their 
domeſtick Friends and Children, that they have 
gone preſently about their Buſineſs, ſat in the 
Senate-Houſe, and kept their Garlands upon their 

Heads, and told the World they knew they were 
mortal Men they had begotten. And we that 
know more, ſhall we bear Jeſs? Will not theſe 
Heathens be eternal Monuments of our Shame if 


we lie groveling in Sorrow, and raiſe not up. our 
dejected Hearts? 


Tur ſweet d long Acquaintance you had, 
Dear Sir, with him whoſe Loſs you lament, the 
upright and innocent Courſe of his Liſe, as it gives 
you the more Hope of his preſent Happineſs, ſo 
it gives you the leſs Reaſon to bewail his Diſſolu- 
tion. His Life was not a mere Calm, but a gentle 
Breeze; it did not conſiſt in mere Reſt and Quiet, 
but a delightful Motion. Even in his Retirement 
he could employ all the Vigour of his Mind uſe- 

| e 


. 


late; ee My 


| join'd | in lor with thoſe, with whom wears x i 


ER to the AUTHOR; Er. 


fully and delightfully z, nay, that very Solitude” 
which would have been the Priſon — L " INtiſh- 
ment of the buſy Worldling, W. e aradile, 
Moſt undoubtedly, if a righteous and uoblemiſh'd | 
Life, if a ſure F aith in his precious Kedeemer, if 
the Fear of Go D, and a fruitful Uſe of his Ordi- 
nances, c could bring him to Heaven,” he is become 
an abiding Citizen of that New Jznvsarrn 
=O! if he 5 hall bur Liberty 'o whiſper a few 
Wards Tate your | Far ould he not thus expolty 
y dear Friend! What do y you bewail? 
4e My Departure from you ? Why, look where I 
« am, in in whoſe ſoft Boſom 1 lie, how glorious, 
« how ſecure I am become ! Is it your own Miſ- 
« hap that afflicts you? It yill be-but for a Mo- 
« ment, Lam but gone before, and you ſhort 
« will follow me, and all thoſe 1 left with you” 

— Numbers. of our F riends, faith St C VP Rl Ns 


expect us above ; let us therefore, Dear Sr, p 
and long for an happy Meeting, that we'n m A 
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